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TO 
The QUE E N's 
Moſt Excellent M a JESTY 


The humbleſt of her Subjects 


Preſumes to inſcribe the following Pages; 


Thinking it conſgnant to right Rea- 
ſon, that thoſe Sacred Volumes, which 
contain Matters of Eternal Obligation 
to all Mankind, and are the Baſis of 
Religion and Virtue, ſhould claim for 
their Patroneſs the Firſt Character for 
both in the Kingdom ; One, who 1s 
more illuſtrious for the Poſſeſſion of 
every Virtue, and the Practice of every 
Duty, than for the Royal Diadem. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


To the READER. 


HE great negle& of religion, and the 

too frequent diſuſe of the bible in our 
ſeminaries of education, induced the editor 
of the following pages to endeavour to unite 
entertainment with the ſtudy of the ſacred 
ſcriptures; and, by connecting the hiſtorical 
part, and attiring it in a more modern dreſs, 


invite the attention of the young and the 
gay. 


Let not the grave cenſure, or the learned 
ridicule the attempt; this is the reign of 
amuſement, and ſome condeſcenſions are ne- 
ceſſary to the taſte of the times; nor does 
the editor, a woman, unlearned and unin- 
ſtructed, preſume to explore thoſe paths where 
ſcience has loſt itſelf in endleſs diſputations: 


with plain ſenſe and piety alone for her 
A3 guides, 
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guides, ſhe ſeeks but to diſplay the power, 
the glory, the goodneſs of her Creator, in a 
ſeries of conſiſtent works, wonderful, merci- 
ful, beneficent : and by bringing the youthful 
part of mankind acquainted with theſe ſacred 


truths, teach them to reverence and to fear 
their GOD. 


Whatever the ſucceſs of this work, ſhe is 


happy in the beſt intentions, fince ſhe writes 


not for fame, but the good of her fellow- 
creatures. As a ſpecimen, the book of ge- 
neſis is ſubmitted to the judgment of the 
public: if it is approved by that tribunal, 
and meets with the reception ſhe hopes and 
wiſhes, it will be ſoon followed by the ſuc— 
ceeding books: but if it is not, the remain- 


der will be conſigned to the flames; fince ſhe 


- intends not to increaſe the number of uſeleſs 


volumes, already ſwelled beyond all arith- 


- metic. 


Hiſtory 


1 


THE CREATION OF THE WORLD. 


© and the Earth:“ but the earth was ſtill 
a miſhapen chaos, without form or inha- 
bitant, covered with waters, and ſurrounded with 
darkneſs; a blended maſs of materials, over which 


ec * the beginning God created the Heaven 


the almighty ſpirit diſplayed his infinite power; for 


God ſaid, Let there be light,” and immediately 
its luminous particles were ſeparated from the ſur- 
rounding darkneſs, and diſplaying its chearful 
beams over the chaos gave birth to the firſt day. 
God ſaw the light was good, and dividing it fromthe 
darkneſs called it day, and the darkneſs night, thus 
forming the firſt evening and morning of the earth. 


On the ſecond day the Almighty ſpake, and the 


air around the ſpacious Ball became pure; its at- 
B moſphere 
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moſphere received its formation, in which ſwim 
the clouds, and which divides their waters from 
thoſe beneath ; the unlimited expanſe in which 
the earth was bid to wing her way, became appa- 
rent—the firmament of heaven was created. 
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The earth though formed, was ſtill an embryo in 
the midſt of the waters; but on the third day the 
great Creator commanded the waters to repair to 
their appointed place, and the dry land to appear: 
immediately the capacious bed of the great ocean 
1 ſunk for their reception, to which the obedient 
| waves haſtened as armics to their ſtandard ; the ri- 
vers were taught their channels, the broad moun- 
tains reared their ſummits to the clouds, and the 1 
lowly valley became viſible. 


1 
2 


3 —— 


God gave to each their name, the dry land he 1 
called earth, and the great receptacle of waters, 
ſea. Then proceeding in his great work, he com- 
manded, and the deſert unſightly earth became A 
cloathed with'a beautiful verdure ; herbs of every 
leaf humbly raiſed their heads, trees of every fruit 
ſpread their branches to the heavens, 


As yet man was not formed to till the ground, 
and tend the ſpringing herbage, nor had as yet a 
any rain been bid to deſcend to the earth: but 
the ground, ſtill moiſt from her late covering, ſent 
8 . forth 
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forth a miſt, which deſcending again in copious 
dews upon the fruits and flowers, ſufficiently re- 


freſhed them. 


On the fourth day the Almighty architect form- 
ed the great luminaries of heaven, the ſun to rule 
the day, the pale moon, borrowing and reflecting 
light, the night: he made the ſtars alſo; and pla- 
eing them in the vaſt expanſe, he gave them their 
laws, and appointed them their regular periods; 
that by their regularity the ſeaſons, the days and 
years might be diſtinguiſhed. 


The inanimate world being thus formed, on the 
fifth day the Almighty proceeds to fill it with life 
and motion: he ſpake and the ſeas and rivers 
ſwarm with new orders of beings innumerable, 
from Leviathan *hagheſt of living creatures” to 
the ſmalleſt animalcule imperceptible to the unaſ- 
ſiſted eye. Fowls, that wing their way through 
the liquid air, received their being from the fame 
place © the waters brought forth every winged | 


« fowl after his kind.“ 


And God ſaw that his works were good, and 
he bleſſed them, ſaying, be fruitful, and mul- 
tiply, fill the ſeas, and let fowl multiply in 
the earth.“ 
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On the fixth and laſt day of creation, at the 
Almighty command, the earth became peopled 
with all its various tribes of animals, © the wild 
© beaſts of the field, the cattle, and every thing 
that creepeth upon the earth :” 


Now Heaven in all her glory ſhone, and roll'd 
Her motions, as the great firſt Mover's hand 

- Firſt wheel'd their courſe; earth in her rich attire 
Conſummate lovely ſmil'd ; air, water, earth, 


By fowl, fiſh, beaſt, was flown, was ſwam, was 


walk'd 
Frequent ; and of the ſixth, t remain'd ; 
There wanted yet the maſter work, the end 
Of all yet done; a creature who, not prone 
And brute as other creatures, but indu'd 
With ſanctity of reaſon, might erect 
His ſtature, and upright with front ſerene 
Govern the reſt, 


© And God faid, let us make man in our 
© image, after our likeneſs ; ” then faſhioning the 
ductile clay into the reſemblance of a celeſtial be- 
ing, he breathed into it the breath of life, and 
man became a living ſoul. 


Then to render this new formed being happy, 
and give to his inexperience the convenience and 


camforts of a habitation, without the trouble of 
i591 h ſelection, 


= 
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ſelection, and the toil of a firſt proviſion, God 
himſelf condeſcends to plant a garden eaſtward in 
Eden, and placed in this delightful ſpot whatever 
could conduce to the eaſe and pleaſure of its inha- 
bitant; flowers of ever varying dyes perfume the 
ambient air, trees of the moſt beautiful verdure 
invite him to their ſhade, whilſt the richeſt and 
moſt delicious fruits preſent the luxurious repaſt : 
a noble river riſes to water the happy foil, and 
embelliſh with a pleaſing variety the landſcape ; 
then breaking into four branches it forms as many 
large rivers, and runs through a vaſt extent of 
country. * 


In the midſt of the garden, by the divine com- 
mand, aroſe two trees of great and ſingular virtues 
one called the tree of Life, the other the tree of 
Knowledge of good and evil. 


In this terreſtrial paradiſe the goodneſs. of the 
Almighty placed the newly created- Adam ; and 
appointing him the delightful taſk of keeping its 
luxuriant beauties in order, one eaſy reſtraint alone 
he lays upon him, by telling him that of the fruit 
of every tree of the garden he may freely eat, ex- 
cept of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, 
adding this ſevere menace, that in the day he eat 
thereof he ſhould ſurely die. 


B 3 That 
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That is, as the event explained it, he ſhould 
then forfeit the immortality to which he was 
made, the ſeeds of death ſhould in that moment 
ſpring up in his frame, his body be ſubject to a 
gradual decay and by legroes fink into his origt- 
nal duſt for ever. 


Fer there is no doubt but the human frame was 
originally formed for immortality ; and perhaps 
the tree of life was to have occaſionally invigora- 
ted the body, and preſerved it in perpetual youth 
*till its appointed refidence on earth was finiſhed ; 
when it would have been tranſlated to the higher 
regions of celeſtial felicity ; poſſibly to have filled 
the places in heaven vacated by rebellious angels. 


But that man ſhould endeavour to deſerve that 
exalted happineſs by ſome act of duty and obedi- 
ence was highly reaſonable ; and what teſt could 
be ſo properly adapted to that ſtate of innocence 
and fimplicity, as the abſtaining from the fruit of 
a particular tree to him whoſe reſidence was a gar- 
den? Or what reſtriction could be more eafily 
complied with than this, to him who enjoyed in 
thoſe delightful bounds every delicate delicious 
fruit which grew upon the whole earth? The fin- 
ing againſt this command muſt be the wantonneſs 
of deſire, not the calls of neceſſity; the love of re- 


bellion without the GE of appetite ; re- 
bellion 


The CREATION of the Worry. 7 


bellion againſt, joined to ingratitude which never 
can be paralleled to that great being who had fo 

lately called him from the duſt, and had given 
with his own hand, in his own perſon the protu- 
ſion of bleſſings he poſſeſt. 


The great Creator then cauſing every living 
creature to paſs before Adam, and enduing him 
with wiſdom to underſtand their nature and quali- 
ties, he gave to each their name; but there not 
being found in this review any one creature ſuth- 
ciently rational to be a proper companion for him, 
the Almighty cauſed a deep ſleep to fall upon 
him, and taking from his fide a portion of fleſh he 
formed therewith a woman ; and bringing her to 
him, Adam conſcious from: whence ſhe was taken, 
calls her woman, as expreſſive of her extraction: 
and alluding to the ſtrict ſympathy between beings 
formed of the ſame ſubſtance, he declares the in- 
ſeparable and ſacred connexion of the nuptial tye. 


© God then bleſſed them, and ſaid unto them, 
« be fruitful, and multiply, and repleniſh the 
earth, and ſubdue it: and have dominion over 
the fiſh of the ſea, and over the fowl of the air, 
and over every living thing that moveth upon 
the earth.” Such is the univerſal ſovereignty 
given to man. 
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Thus in fix days was this ſtupendous work com- 
pleated, and God according to the language of 
mortals reſted on the ſeventh day, and afterwards 
we find it appointed to be kept holy in memorial 
of that 


That fo amazing a work ſhould be compleated 
in ſo ſmall a compaſs of time, we ſhall ceaſe to 
wonder at when we reflect on the great Author, 


and that 


Immediate are the works of God, more ſwift 
Than time or motion, but to human ears 
Cannot without proceſs of ſpeech be told, 

So told as earthly notion can receive. 


Yet the reſlection and ſtudy of ages could not 
have diſplayed more conſummate wiſdom and 
goodneſs than appears in every part of the crea» 
tion to the attentive obſerver, 


The aſtronomer, the more he becomes acquaint. 
ed with the laws of the heavenly bodies, the more 
reaſon he finds to admire the {kill of that being 
who gave motion to inanimate matter, and bade 
thoſe vaſt maſles wing their way through the thin 
air with ſuch exact regularity : whilſt their nice- 
ly adjuſted powers of attraction and centrifugal 
force, preſerves in the mazy dance each in its 


prop cr 
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proper ſphere, and forbids any encroachments on 
that of another, | 


“For ever diſtant, yet for ever near.“ 


The naturaliſt finds a new ſcene of wonder 
wherever he turns his eyes: he views the fields, 
and though unable to comprehend the principles 
by which the humbleſt herb is made to grow, and 
unfold leaves and branches from a minute ſeed bu- 
ried in the earth, yet he obſerves the goodneſs of 
God pours with an unſparing hand the moſt uſeful 
over the face of nature; graſs, which ſerves for . 
food to ſo many tribes of animals ſpringing, not 
only ſpontaneous and without culture, but almoſt 
in ſpite of man when he takes pains to eradicate 
it.; whilſt the noxious weeds, whoſe baleful juice 
extinguiſhes the lamp of life, grow thinly here 
and there, and require an attentive ſearch to find. 


Nor can he ever ſufficiently admire the good- 
neſs of the great Creator to the lower parts of the 
creation, in ſupplying ſuch innumerable orders 
of beings with food, with the proper apparatus 
for the taking the ſort appointed each tribe, 
the unerring inſtint which directs them to it, 
and to the preſervation of themſelves and their 
oftspring. | 


For 
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For the ſubfiſtance of thoſe who feed upon ve- 
getables, every ſoil and firuation, every climate 
fartheſt off or neareſt the ſun, hot or cold, wet or 
dry, produces its trees and plants, its herbage and 
flowers, peculiar to and delighting in its own ſoil. 


For the more numerous orders who prey upon 
each other what amazing refources ! every leaf, 
every ſpray, every drop of the pureſt water teems 
with life ; with beings, which though too minute 
to be perceptible to the human eye without the aſ- 
ſiſtance of glaſſes, yet poſſeſs bodies as compleatly 
formed with veins, arteries, muſcles, and every ap- 
paratus of life and motion as the huge elephant. 
Nor is this a waſte of being, theſe ſerving as food 
to the next in order as they to others ; and may be 
ſtiled the firſt foundation of animal ſubſiſtance. 


And yet, though the whole ſyſtem may be ſaid 

to be in a continual ſtate of warfare, fo nicely ad- 
juſted is the increaſe of every creature to the ſupply 
it is to afford, and its means of defence and eſcape 
balanced againſt its enemies craft and power, that 
though every creature finds a ſubſiſtance, the 
whole order of beings exiſt without the loſs of a 
fingle ſpecies ; which muſt inevitably have been 
the caſe had any one of them been left wholly de- 
fenceleſs, the prey of wanton cruelty, 


To 
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To inſtance this in a creature known to every 
one; ſee the weak timid Hare, without weapons 
of either offence or defence finds reſources in her 
caution and her ſwiftneſs ! her eyes are ſo protu- 
berant, and placed fo judiciouſly in her head that 
ſhe can turn them backward on her purſuers, and 
take in the whole hemiſphere ; whilſt thoſe of her 
enemy the dog are placed forward for purſuit and 
near each other. The grey-hound whole ſwiftneſs 
equals her own is denied the power of ſmell, and 
can follow her only whilſt ſhe remains in ſight, 
or her life muſt be the conſtant forfeiture of his 
purſuit ; whilſt the ſlower hound by the delicacy 
of his ſcent diſcovers her at a diſtance, and by 
his perſeverance often gains the victory over her 
ſuperior ſwiftneſs. 


Nor does the preſent alone engroſs the attention 
of even the humbleſt part of the animal world ; 
thoſe creatures whoſe proviſion is the peculiar pro- 
duct of one part of the year, are endued with a pro- 
vident care for their future welfare, and lay up 
with an aſtoniſhing induſtry the little hoard for 
the winter ſubſiſtance : even the thoughtleſs but- 
terfly, the child of ſummer has, though in a dif- 
ferent way, its inſtinctive cares with all the inſect 
tribes: though it does not nurſe and tend its 
young, neither does it drop its eggs indiicrumi- 
nately; but upon thoſe plants only of tender tex- 


ture 
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ture and full of juice, where the little reptile 25 
ſoon as it burſts its ſhell finds a repaſt at hand; on 
which it feeds till nature warns it ts ſeek a ſecure 

retreat, where it ſpins from its own bowels a warm 
covering for the winter, its blood ceaſes to circu- 
Jate, its lungs to heave; as it has no motion it needs 
no ſupply of nouriſhment, but remains in a ſtate of 
inanimation, *till the ſun in the ſpring warms it 
to new lite and its food together. And in fome 
ſuch manner as this are all thoſe creatures preſer- 
ved, whoſe food 1s fo peculiarly the product of 
ſummer, that it could not be preſerved through _ 
the winter, 


With how much wiſdom is the form of every 
creature adapted to the ſtation aſſigned it in the 
creation] to give one inſtance only among millt- 
ons : obſerve the mole, of what uſe would the 
cautious eye of the hare be to an animal condemn- 
cd to an almoſt perpetual darkneſs ? its protube- 
rance muſt have occaſioned it exquiſite pain from 
the crumbling of the dirt—eternal wiſdom has or- 
dered it otherwiſe ; its eye is ſunk into its head, 
and almoſt covered with hair, to defend it from the 
annoyances of the earth; its noſe is ſlender and 
ſhort, its neck muſculous and ſtrong to make its 
way, and its feet broad, flat, and aſſiſted with 
claws to dig its path to its gloomy abode. 


Nor 
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Nor is the frugality of nature leſs to be admired 
than its bounty; every creature is ſupplied with 
every apparatus neceſſary for its ſubfiſtance and 
well being in the province aſſigned it in the crea- 
tion, and no more ; no waſte of powers ; of this, 
Man is a ſtriking inſtance ; the brute creation are 
cloathed by the hand of nature, they have no 
hands to nurſe their young, no voice to direct them 
in their purſuits; therefore they are enabled to 
walk almoſt as ſoon as they are brought forth ; an 
unerring inſtinct directs them to their proper food, 
their peculiar occupations, | 


But the feeble offspring of Man their haughty 
lord, comes into the world the moſt helpleſs being 
in it ; without the warm cloathing of the brute to 
protect him from the inclemency of the air, yet 
with a conſtitution the moſt ſuſceptible of injuries 
from it: without either weapons of offence or de- 
fence againſt the beaſts of prey ; has neither talons 
or ſtrength to contend with them, nor ſwiftneſs 
to avoid their purſuit, 


The Almighty has given him the powers of 
reaſon; has given him invention, induſtry and 
judgment—theſe are his reſources in all his wants: 
in the powers of his mind, not the ſtrength of his 
body conſiſts his ſuperiority over the brute. 
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THE FALL OF MAN. 


O W long the firſt pair continued in unſin- 
ing obedience we are no where inform- 
” ed, in all probability but a ſhort time. 
Satan, the prince of that impious hoſt who were 
caſt out of Heaven for rebellion, beheld their hap- 
py ſtate with envy; with the more malignance per- 
haps as he might underſtand that after a probati- 
onary time was paſt, they and their poſterity, were 
intended by their heavenly father to fill thoſe ſeats 
vacated by himſelf and his fallen companions, 


Determined to exert his utmoſt powers to ren- 
der theſe new formed beings as wicked, and of 
conſequence as miſerable as himſelf, he haſtens to 
the garden of Eden, and aſſumes the form of a 
ſerpent ; which was created more beautiful, and 
endued with a ſuperior degree of underſtanding to 
the reſt of the brutes. 


3. 
He addreſſes Bs after, probably, ſome prepara- 


tory diſcourſe with an affected wonder, Indeed ! has 
God faid ye ſhall not eat of every tree of the gar- 
den? The woman replied by informing him that 
they 
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they were permitted to eat of the fruit of every 
tree of the garden, except of the fruit of the tree 
in the midſt of the garden; for that God had ſaid 
ye ſhall not eat of it, neither ſhall ye touch it, 
leſt ye die. 


In which account ſhe makes the reſtriction ſe- 
verer than it really was, by adding they were not 
even to touch it; and the penalty doubtful © leſt 
*« ye die;“ when God's menace was poſitive “ ye 
* ſhall ſurely die.” Thus the firſt crime of Eve 
was a deviation from truth ; a crime to appearance 
ſlight, but always productive of many others; and 
by that deviation diſcovercd a ſecret murmuring 
at the reſtriction, and a doubt of the certainty 
of the puniſhment. 


The artful tempter ſaw and purſued his advan- 
tage, by boldly pronouncing ye ſurely ſhall oz 
die; for God doth know that in the day that ye 
eat thereof your eyes ſhall be opened, and ye ſhall 
be as Gods knowing good and evil. 


Thus blaſphemouſly arraigning the truth of the 
higheſt, did he ſeduce the woman by the ſame am- 
bitious defires of being equal with God which had 
before drawn himſelf from his allegiance. For 
Eve once doubting the veracity of her maker and 
benefactor, was eaſily led to ſuppoſe his reſtraints. 

to 
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to be that of an envious Being jealous of equality; 
and his threats that of a weak and impotent one, 
diſdained to be inferior to him in knowledge; and 
conſulting now only the dictates of her appetite, be- 
held the tree with an attention which ſhe had never 
dared before, perceiving the fruit beautiful to the 
eye, and tempting to the taſte ;- which added to its 
admirable quality of imparting knowledge, ſtimu- 
lated her to the immediate experiment; without far- 
ther reflection in a fatal hour ſhe plucked and eat. 


What arguments ſhe made uſe of to induce Adam 
to be a partner in her guilt the ſacred hiſtorian 
does not relate; moſt probably the ſame which 
had proved fo convincing to herſelf; he only in- 
forms us © that ſhe gave alſo to her huſband with 


& her and he did cat.“ 


Satan no doubt exulted greatly in the comple- 
tion of his horrid purpoſe ; as by bringing death 
upon man, he had by finiſhing his being, for e- 
ver precluded him from the joys of heaven : and 
as he had marred the. great purpoſe of creation, his 
triumph as he impiouſly imagined, extended over 
the moſt High; who muſt either forfeit his word 
by ſaving from death the diſobedient Adam, or 
be obliged to create another pair to people earth 
2nd heaven, who might prove as frail in the hour 


ef temptation as theſe had done. 
But 


The FALL of Max. 


But the great Lord of heaven and earth, from 
the dæmon's malignance, finds occaſion to make a 
farther diſplay of his own goodneſs and power, 
and turn the ſhort lived triumph of Satan into 
ſhame and confuſion. 


The ſacred word is paſſed, and diſobedient man 
muſt pay the penalty incurred—muſt die. Yet 
the ſerpent ſhall but bite him in the heel—in a 
part which though it may produce a ſhort lived 
pain, the wound will not prove mortal : though 
he is become ſubjected to the pangs and agonies of 
death, he ſhall not ſleep in the duſt for ever: his 
gracious Maker diſtinguiſhes between his crime 
and that of his ſeducer, who 


—by his own ſuggeſtion fell, 
Self tempted, ſelf depraved ; Man falls deceived 
By the other firſte Man therefore ſhall find grace, 


The other none. 


A ſacred perſon, ſtiled the ſon of God, offers 
himſelf in the ſtead of Adam, a ſacrifice to death 
and the anger of his father; and becomes by this 
bleſſed meditation the ſecond Adam, in whom we 
are born again. 


For as by the ſin of the firſt we all became ſub- 
ze&t to death, and our bodies diſſolve into their ori- 
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| 18 The FALL of Mar. 


ginal duſt, where they muſt have remained for ever 
* and man became like the beaſts, that periſh :” 
by the lacriſice offered of himſelf by this ſecond 
Adam, the ſcattered particles of thoſe bodies will 
be called from the remoteſt corners of the earth; 
from the elements into which they have been diſ- 
perſed; and—by the power of that great Being 
whoſe piercing eye is over all his works, and who 
traces the minuteſt particle of matter through all 
its variety of changes—w1ll be again united; and 
thus having eſcaped the puniſhment inflicted on the 
poſterity of Adam for his offence, become again 
in a capacity to inherit that eternal life originally 
intended for man, and from which now his or 
ſins can alone preclude him; for he is now judged 
for his own works, and will be puniſhed or reward-. 


ed eternally as they have been evil or good. 


Yet even for theſe crimes is A mefciful expedi- 
ent found ; that precious blood which was ſhed for 
the remiſſion of the fin of Adam, will, if our 
crimes have been ſucceeded by a fincere repent- 
ance, prove the expiation of our offences alſo. 


However obſcutely this is expreſſed in the ſen- 
tence pronounced upon Adam, I think there is no 
doubt but he ſo underſtood it. And that all na- 
tions inherited from that great progenitor the idea 
of expiating by the blood of an innocent ſufferer 
91 the 
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the crimes of the guilty, is evident from the early 
and univerſal practice of ſacrificing for fin : and 
the harmleſs animal was ſubſtituted as typical in 
reneral, and every ſacriſicer by the action claimed 
for the remiſſion of his own offences the particular 
benefit of that great ſacrifice, the lamb of God, 
which was to be once offered for the fins of the 


whole world. 


But as the knowledge and worſhip of the one 
true God became obſcured by thoſe deep ſhades of 
idolatry which overſpread the earth, the original 
idea of that great atonement was obliterated like- 
wiſe, and ſacrifices were no longer conſidered as 
/ypical but real expiations; 2 ſtill the innocent 
bled for the crimes of the guilty. But ſome faint 
glimmerings of reaſon informing them that the 
blood of bulls and of goats were very inadequate 
ſubſtitutes for great offenders, and lives forfeited 
to the gods for fin; they gave place upon ſolemn 
occaſions, and great emergencies, to offerings more 
valuable and precious ; and the blood of the inno- 


cent child frequently expiated the crimes of the 
guilty and cruel father, 


This was the practice among the idolatrous na- 
lions: among the jews frequent and ſtated times 
of ſacrifice were ordained, which (though that 


people ſeemed to have no juſter ideas of the true 
C2 nature 
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nature of them than the reſt of the world, and re- 
garded them as real expiations, not figns and ſha- 
dows of things to come,) were afterwards declared- 
ly typical : and ceafing to be of any farther uſe, as 
they prefigured a future event, when that great 


event was paſſed, they then made way for the in- 


ſtitution of a ſacred feaſt, like thoſe held upon a 
ſacrifice, in perpetual memorial of that Lamb 
which was doomed for ſlaughter, by the preſcience 
of the Almighty, for the fins of the world before 
its formdations were laid: and which the chriſtian 
is as much obliged to celebrate as a ſacred memo- 
rial of the paſt, as the Jews were to the obſervance 


of their ſacrifice, the prefigurement of 2 t was 


#70 come. 


The firſt pair in their ſtate of innocence, unac- 
quainted with guilt were unconſcious, of ſhame, 
which was the firſt ſenſation that aroſe in their 
minds after their tranſgreſſion: their eyes were 
opened, they knew 


* Both good and evil; good loſt and evil got, 
«© Bad fruit of knowledge“ 


they found themſelves naked, and gathering ſome 
broad leaves girded them round their waiſt for 
a covering. 


But 
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But now, alas! their puniſhment approaches; 
they hear the voice of the Lord in the garden in 
the cool of the day; and that gracious voice 
which uſed to fill their hearts with grateful joy, 
now alarms their guilty minds with fear and dread: 
too late they are convinced of that power which 
they had juſt before contemned, and trembling 
hide themſelves amidſt the thickeſt of the trees. 


And the Lord God called unto Adam, and faid 
Where art thou ? 


And he faid, J heard thy voice in the garden, 
and I was afraid becauſe I was naked, and I hid 
myſelf. 

And he faid, Who told thee that thou was na- 
ked ? Haſt thou eaten of the tree, whereof I com- 
manded thee, that thou ſhouldeſt not eat? 


And the man ſaid, the woman whom thou 


gaveſt to be with me, ſhe gave me of the tree, 
and I did eat. 


And the Lord God ſaid unto the woman, what 
is this that thou haſt done? And the woman ſaid, 
the ſerpent beguiled me, and I did ear, 


And the Lord God faid unto the ſerpent, be- 
cauſe thou haſt done this thou art curſed above all 
cattle, and above every beaſt of the field : upon 
thy belly ſhalt thou go, and duſt ſhalt thou eat all 
the days of thy life, 


C 3 And 


: 
® 

7 

1 


= 
<> _ 
* 
CI 


— — 


. ee ee EE ol — — 5 


” *_ — 2 8 . ——— 
** - 7 p ” my n * 
— 6. ——— 


— 


— — 
— — — x ů·ů ů ů«ðeñpů 


„ a4 cate A lo * 
= 
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And I will put enmity between thee and the wo- 


man, and between thy ſeed and her ſeed : it ſhall 


bruiſe thy head, and thou ſhall bruiſe his heel. 


Unto the woman he ſaid, I will greatly multi- 
ply thy forrow and thy conception; in ſorrow 
thou ſhalt bring forth children: and thy deſire 
ſhall be ſubject unto thy huſband, and he ſhall 
rule over thee. 


And unto Adam he ſaid, Becauſe thou haſt 
hearkened to the voice of thy wife, and haſt eaten 
of the tree of which I commanded thee, ſaying, 


thou ſhalt not eat of it, curſed is the ground for 


thy ſake; in ſorrow ſhalt thou eat of it all the days 
of thy life; thorns alſo and thiſtles ſhall it bring 
forth unto thee ; and thou ſhalt eat the herb of 
the field. In the ſweat of thy face ſhalt thou eat 
bread till thou return unto the ground, for out 
of it waſt thou taken: for duft thou art and unto 


duſt ſhalt thou return, 


As the ſentence was pronounced upon Satan un- 
der the form he had aſſumed of a ſerpent, his pu- 
niſhment is repreſented in a kind of allegory al- 
luding to his figure. Of his enmity to mankind 
all ages bear teſtimony ; the firſt world he wholly 
immerſed in wickedneſs ; and after the renewal of 
mankind from Noah made ſuch large encroach- 
ments on this ſecond race, that to prevent a ſecond 


total 


2 8 * * — — 
NO 8 


n 


IG” a 


gd ASE 
2 . 6 ab "8 
2 8 3 Y 
< r 
N 2 


> 
—_— 
= d % 2 


The FALL of Max. 23 
tal defection, the Almighty thought proper to 


ſeparate one nation from the reſt; and by fencing 
them with pecyliar laws and ceremonies, keep 
them a diſtin people, that among them the 
knowledge and worſhip of the one ſupreme Being 
might be kept alive in the world, till in the ful- 
neſs of time he who was to inform and redeem 
the nations ſhould appear. 


Nor was the tempter reſtrained from endea- 
vouring to draw aſide this ſecond Adam from his 
obedience to his father; forty days in the deſert 
he withſtood his powerful aſſaults: yet though in 
his ſufferings Satan ſlightly wounded him, like the 
inſidious ſerpent hiting the heel of the unwary 
traveller; yet in Chriſt's death—like the ſame tra- 
veller cruſhing the head of the malignant reptile— 
he received his own death's wound, 


After pronouncing ſentence upon the three of- 
fenders, the gracious Creator, in judgment remem- 
bring mercy, pitying the forlorn and helpleſs ſtate 
of Adam and his wife, condeſcends to ſupply the 
meaneſt of their wants; to defend them from the 
inclemency of thoſe elements whoſe nature was 
now to be changed for their juſt puniſhment, and 
to preſerve them from the reproaches of their new 
companion ſhame, he cloathed their nakedneſs 
with the ſkins of beaſts. 
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But leſt their preſumptuous hands, now they 
had acquired the wiſdom of knowing good from 
evil, ſhould pluck fruit from the tree of life ; and 
by the virtues with which that heavenly fruit was 
endued for the reward of their obedience, elude 
their ſentence, and eat and live far ever; they 
ö were driven from the garden of Eden, to cultivate 
| the ground from whence Adam was taken ; and an 

Angelic guard placed at the entrance of the gar- 
den, and a flaming ſword, which turned every way, 

to keep the path of that ſacred tree from their un- 
hallowed intruſion. 


Thus were they driven for their diſobedience 
from that happy ſoil where every good and beau- 
tiful fruit and flower ſprung ſpontaneous for their 
pleaſure and convenience, into a world curſed for 
their ingratitude far its natural and allowed boun- 
| ties; and producing thorns and thiſtles as a pu- 
1 niſhment for the unreſtrained indulgence of their 
appetites, and luxurious deſires; requiring labour 
and the ſweat of the brow to procure from it 
a neceſſary ſuſtenance, 
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THE DEATH OF ABEL, 


FTER the expulſion of our firſt Parents 
from Paradiſe Eve conceived and bare Cain: 
rejoicing at the incident the cries in a tranſport, 
„ have gotten a man from the Lord.” Proba- 
bly ſuppoſing him that bleſſed offspring which 
was to cruſh the dominion of Satan; Alas! ſhe 
was miſtaken, he proved himſelf but the firſt fruit 
of the tranſgreſſion. She afterwards bare Abel, 
and other ſons and daughters, though Moſes has 
not given us their names, 


Abel, gentle and humble, betook himſelf to the 
care of the peaceful flock ; Cain, to the more ſtur- 
dy occupation of tilling the ſoil. God till conti- 
nued to converſe with man in a manner familiar to 
their ſenſe ; and conſcious that to his beneficence 
they were indebted for every good they poſieſt, 
gratitude ſuggeſted to them the duty of offering a 
part in honour to him from whoſe bounteous hand 
they received the whole 


To perform this ſacrifice of thankſgiving Abel 
with pious ſolicitude culls the choiceſt and faireſt 


of 
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26 The DEATH of ABEL. 


of his flock, and ſelects the fineſt and moſt deli- 
cate parts of the ſlain, to make an offering, to the 
the beſt of his power, worthy of the Deity : whilſt 


Cain, who ſeems to have wanted a due ſenſe of 


the dignity and the majeſty of the Godhead, with 
a careleſs hand takes as comes firſt of the fruits of 
the earth to make his, 


God, whoſe piercing eye viewed the heart of 


both, beheld the humility and defire of pleaſing 


in the one, and the grudging, careleſs, irreverent 
manner of the other; gave ſome ſenfible token 
of his acceptance of the offering of Abel, and his 
rejection of that of Cain, 


Cain, ſtung with envy and jealouſy at the prefe- 
rence piven to the offering of his younger brother, 


regarded him with a countenance ſtrongly expreſ- 


five of hatred : upon which God condeſcended to 
expoſtulate with him on the unreaſonableneſs of 
his anger, which ought to have fallen upon him- 
ſelf and not his brother, ſince it was his own fin 
which made his offering unacceptable : aſſuring 
him that if he did well, he ſhould be accepted, 
and enjoy all the privileges of an elder brother. 


Cain, nothing amended by the divine admoni- 
tion, envy and revenge rankling in his heart, deba- 
ted the matter with his brother; and, giving the 
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reins to his furious paſſions, fell upon him and mur. 
dered him. As they were alone in the fields when 
this horrid crime was perpetrated—death's firſt 
carneſt— Cain thought himſelf ſecure of privacy; 
but was ſoon convinced that nothing is hid from 
the all- ſeeing eye of heaven, 


God queſtioned him concerning his brother, and 
received an anſwer of churliſhneſs and falſhood 
* know nat, am I my brother's keeper ? ” God 
then told him that his brother's blood cried unto 
him from the ground, that his puniſhment ſhould 
ariſe from that earth which he had thus polluted, 
which would refuſe to yield to him its wonted in- 
ercaſe : and that, ſeparated from his family, he 
fhould wander on its ſurface, a fugitive, and a 
vagabond, 


Cain, at laſt ſtruck with horror at his crimes, 
cryed out in an agony of deſpair, that his fin was 
greater than could be forgiven: and that, baniſhed 
from the reſidence of his family, where the Lord 
vouchſafed his preſence, his brethren when they 
chanced to fee him would have him in ſuch abhor- 
rence, that they would ſeek to kill him, 


But God, ever merciful to repentant ſinners, de- 
clared that whoever flew Cain, vengeance ſhould 
be taken on that man ſeven fold. Cain, ſtill doubt» 
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28 The DEAT of ABEL. 


ing, and apprehenſive of that puniſhment which he 
was conſcious of ſo much deſerving, the Almighr 
ty to diſipate his fears and quiet his diſturbed 
mind, ſet a fign before him—wrought ſome mi- 
racle to convince him he ſhould not be ſlain. 


Cain then took his wife, and leaving his parents 
and brethren, wandered to the eaſtward of Eden, 
and at length fixt his abode in the land of Nod: 
here his wife brought him a ſon, whom he called 
Enoch ; and afterwards, when his family increa- 


| Ted, he built a city, and named it Enoch after 


his eldeſt ſon, 


Moſes gives us but few particulars of the impi- 
ous deſcendants of Cain, who were all ſwept away 
at the flood : he mentions a few of his poſterity 
to the ſeventh generation; purpoſely, perhaps, to 
inform us who were the real authors of certain arts 
and inventions, which the vanity of the Egyptians 
had aſſumed to themſelves ; particularly muſic, 
and the working of metals, which he informs us 
were invented the firſt by Jubal, and the latter by 
Tubal-Cain, the two ſens of Lamech, whom he 
had by two wives, Ne. 


The converſation which Lamech holds with 
his wives is a ſtriking picture of the wickedneſs 
pf that abandoned race, who made the mercy and 

goodneſs 
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goodneſs of their great Creator a reaſon for their 
{icentiouſneſs, and a ſecurity in their crimes. It 
is probable that his wives had been expreſſing 
their apprehenſions leſt his violence ſhould draw 
upon him the vengeance of man, though they fear- 
ed not that of God: which apprehenſions he endea- 
vours to obviate by impiouſly aſſerting, that as his 
crimes had been twice as great as that of Cain 
two men having fallen a facrifice to his ungoyern- 
able rage his ſecurity from puniſhment muſt be 
greater in proportion; and if the death of Cain 
was to have been avenged ſeven fold, that of him- 
ſelf muſt be ſeventy and ſeven fold. 


Soon after the death of Abel, Eve bare another 
Son, and rejoicing in his birth as a gift from God ' 
to comfort her for the loſs of him who was ſlain, 
ſhe called him Seth, which is ſubſtitute : Seth 
had a ſon whoſe name was Enos, in whoſe time 
the public worſhip of God was firſt eſtabliſhed. 


Moſes 
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Moſes next gives us the genealogy of the pas 
triarchs from Adam to Noah; of which the fol- 


lowing table is a ſummary : 
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At firſt ſight the longevity of the autediluvian fa- 
thers ſtrikes the mind with aſtoniſhment ; we view 
the vaſt diſproportion of our eighty or ninety 
years, to their nine hundred years and upwards, 
and wonder how the feeble frame of man could 


* Tranſlated to Heaven without dying. 


be 


| - [Began his| Had his | Years Years [Died in th/ 

| life in theſſon in th-[Lived af-|Lived ir fear of the 
year of theſyear of his|ter his ſons;a'l, vorld, 

| world, life, |irth, 

| Adam r | 130 | 809 930 930 
1 

by Seth - - | 130 | 105 | 807 | 912 | 1042 1 
1 Enos - - | 235 | go | 815 905 | 1140 q 
ll. Cainan - 325 70 840 | 910 1235 2 
5 Mahalaleel | 395 65 830 895 [1290 4 
ft 7 ; h | = 
ay Jared = 460 | 162 | 800 | 962 | 1422 3 
i * Enoch | 622 | 65 | 4oo | 365 | g87 
=. | £ = | 
No Methuſelah | 687 | 187 | 782 | 969 | 1656 
| i Lamech | 874 | 182 | 595 | 777 | 1651 
„ 
a Noah - - | 1056 | 500 
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be ſupported with ſtrength and vigour for ſo 
long a term. 


The purity of the air; their different method 
of living ; the infancy of nature, ſtronger than in 
theſe latter ages; the ſuperior heat of an imagina- 
ry central fire—a thouſand ingenious reaſons have 
been given for the aſtoniſhing diſparity. But me- 
thinks we ſhould difplay as much good ſenſe as 
modeſty, 1f we reſolved them all into the good 
pleaſure of him who formed man from the duſt, 
and varied his ſtrength and his age as his own 
great plan required. 


For as it pleaſed the wiſdom of the Creator 
that the earth ſhould be peopled from a ſingle 
pair, it was neceſſary their life, and thoſe of their 
immediate deſcendants, ſhould be prolonged to 
a late period for that purpoſe : and accordingly 
we find, to the time of Lamech, the father of 
Noah, who did not reach eight hundred years, 
they all exceeded the long term of nine hundred. 


After the flood when there wete three pair left 
to repeople the earth, we find the age of man cur- 
tailed to about five hundred years: and as that 
great purpoſe became accompliſhed, we ſee it gra- 
dually ſhortened to the preſent ſtandard ; in the 
ſecond century after the flood to two hundred and 
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forty years; in the third to two hundred ; in the 
latter end of which Abraham was born, in whoſe 
time the world was ſo well peopled that it was 
cantoned into diſtinct nations, and we read of four 
kings waging war againſt five : Abraham was cal- 
led an old man before the birth of Iſaac, yet he 
lived in the whole but to one hundred and ſeventy 
five years: 


In the tinie of Moſes it appears to be fixed at 
the preſent ſtandard, when the earth ſeemed fully 
ſtocked with inhabitants. Moſes lived to an hun- 
dred and twenty years, and it is remarked of him, 
as ſomething extraordinary, that his eye was not 
dim, nor his natural ſtrength abated ; and we have 
many modern inſtances of people who have attains 
ed that, or a greater age: 


Had the firſt ages been limited to, eighty or 
ninety years, the world could never have been ſuf- 
ficiently furniſhed with inhabitants ; as it 1s a ge- 
neral obſervation that in moſt places life and death 
keep an almoſt equal pace : a few more are born 


than die, which in the preſent order of things keeps 


a balance againſt the depredations of war, or peſ- 
tilential diſtempers, but never could have anſwered 


the purpoſe of peopling a world. 
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On the contrary, had the firſt ages been conti- 
nued down to the preſent, the earth could never 
have furniſhed room or ſubſiſtence for its inha- 
bitants. 


Thus does the unerring wiſdom of the great 
Governor of the world diſplay itſelf in all its 
adjuſtments. 


. 


THE DE LU GE. 


No a time the two great families of Seth 
and Cain lived unconnected and diſtant from 
each other, and whilſt they ſo remained, the in- 
nocence and piety of the offspring of Seth conti- 
nued, and acquired them the glorious appellation 
of the ſons of God. But mankind becoming nu- 
merous, and more ſpread upon the earth, chance 
or deſign brought them together: theſe ſons of 
righteouſneſs beheld the wanton daughters of Cain, 
and ſeduced by their beauty and allurements, 
ſought a connexion they had hitherto ſhunned, 
and took to them wives of ſuch as had captivated 
their hearts. Fatal alliance! The immorality 
and irreligion of theſe fair libertines ſoon corrupt- 
ed the hearts and manners of their weak adorers, 


and the contagion of vice ſpread like a peſtilence 
through the land. 


If it is in the power of threeſcore years and ten 
—the ſhort term allotted the preſent generations of 
men for their continuance on the earth—to make 
them forget their Creator, and become ſo attached 
to their preſent enjoyments that the thoughts of 
wo deatly 
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death can find no place in their hearts; we ſhall be 
leſs ſurpriſed when we find theſe long-lived fathers 
of the antideluvian world, having once loſt all 
ſenſe of gratitude to, and reverence for the Deity, 
lapſe likewiſe all fear of that death which they 
only beheld through the long viſto of near one 


thouſand years: N 


Every conſideration of honour and virtue was 
contemned when put in competition with preſent 
intereſt, with the advantages promiſed by the ex- 
ertion of ſuperior ſtrength, or circumventing cun- 
ning over the weak and the artleſs : advantages 
which they in all probability ſhould fo long enjoy 
themſelves, and deliver down to their poſterity as 
2 perpetual inheritance. Thus that gigantic ſta- 
ture and ſtrength, poſſeſt by many of the offspring. 
of Seth by the daughters of Cain, which ought to 
have been exerted for the noble purpoſes of the 
aid and protection of their weaker brethren, be- 
came inſtruments of rapine and violence, and ſub- 
jected the more feeble to their tyrannic dominion. 


Every comfort of domeſtic life was wreſted from 
their unhappy neighbours by theſe ſavage lords; 
their weeping. daughters torn from their arms to 
gratify their brutal luſts; their peaceful flocks 
and herds,: which conſtituted the riches. of. thoſe 


carly ages, fell a facrifice to their inſatiate avarice. 
| D 2 Thus 
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Thus wronged, the unhappy ſufferer, inſtead of 
looking up to the God of righteouſneſs for re- 
dreſs, tries by deceit to retaliate the injury ; and 
the earth appears one great theatre of fraud and 
violence. 


Hitherto, the Deity had appeared to them in 
no other light than that of an indulgent parent, 
gently admoniſhing them of their offences, mer- 
cifully pardoning their crimes, and with unweari- 
ed beneficence ſupplying their wants. The firſt 
offence of Adam had been in part forgiven ; the 
murder of pious Abel, on the repentance of the 
perpetrator, but ſlightly puniſhed. This mercy 
and forbearance, which ought to have awakened 
all their reverence and gratitude, did but harder 
their hearts in wickedneſs : they no longer reſpect- 
ed thoſe threatened judgments which were till 
poſtponed, or feared that death which was fo tar- 
7 in its approaches. 


Still che God of mercy, deſirous of drawing 
them from their iniquities by the filken cords of 
love, has patience with them; till their depravity 
became ſo general, that Moſes tells us, all fleſh 
had corrupted its ways, and only one righteous 
Man was left upon the whole earth. © Noah was 
4 z juſt man and perfect in his generations; and 
« Noah walked with God.” How great, how no- 
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bly firm that virtue, which could enable him thus 
to diſtinguiſh himſelf amidſt ſuch an univerſal de- 
pravity ; contemning alike the taunts of ridicule, 
and the threats of violence ! 


No method ſeems now to be left but to deſtroy 
that race, which no effort that mercy could ſug- 
geſt was able to reform; yet ſo averſe does God ap- 
pear to the work of vengeance, that Moſes, ſpeak- 
ing of him in the language of mortals, ſays, ** that 
ce he was grieved at the heart that he had made 
* man.“ Still his ſpirit ſtrives with man for his 
reformation, and one hundred and twenty years 
more are appointed for that purpoſe. 


To accompliſh which work of mercy, the vir- 
tuous Noah is ſent among them, a preacher of 
righteouſneſs and repentance, In vain does the 
good man exerciſe the divine miſſion; the righte- 
ouſneſs which he exhorts them to 1s deſpiſed ; his 
denunciations of vengeance ridiculed ; they are 
incorrigible, irreclaimable ; objects no longer of 
mercy, but judgment: the meaſure of their ini- 
quities 1s filled up, the Lord of Heaven is put- 
ting on all his terrors, and ſpeedy deſtruction 
awaits them. | 


For the Almighty now declares to Noah , that 
as the violence and corruption of the earth was 
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become general, ſo ſhould be its deſtruction; 
and the end of all fleſh was come. He then pro- 
ceeds to give him directions to build an ark, or 
ſhip, of immenſe ſize, of gopher wood; to pitch 
it within ſide and without, to ſecure it from the 
penetration of the waters; to divide it into three 
ſtories, and each of theſe ſtories into different 
apartments. Its bottom is generally ſuppoſed to 
have been flat, its top arched, a door for entrance, 
placed in its ſide; A window which was to give 
light to the whole, ſo near the top, that though 
it anſwered the purpoſe of enlightening the ark, 
did not permit its inhabitants a view of the ſur- 
rounding objects; for we find Noah ſending out 
the rayen and the dove for intelligence, and not 
ſeeing the earth till he took off the top of the ark: 
mercifully intended, without doubt, to ſpare his 
humanity the ſhock of viewing the conſternation 
and deſpair of his periſhing brethren, their float- 
ing carcaſes, and all the wreck of nature. 


After giving theſe directions for building the ark, 
the Almighty next informs Noah of its uſe, which 
was for tlie preſervation of himſelf and his family 
from the flood of waters which was to be brought 
upon the earth, for the deſtruction of every li- 
ving creature beſides. That with Noah he would 
eſtabliſh his covenant ; who ſhould take with him 


into che ark; his wife, * three ſons and their 
wives, 
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wives; and of every living ereature, two of every 
ſort, a male and female, of all thoſe which were 
not clean, or uſed for food; and of the clean in 
ſevens ; and ſeven of every ſort of fowl : with a 
ſufficiency of food for himſelf and the creatures. - 


' Noah proceeded according to the divine direc- 
tion. As his preaching had been diſregarded, we 
may ſuppoſe his work was ridiculed” by that pro- 
Aligate race, who fearleſs of the threatened judg- 
ments, contemned what they unagined ſuch need- 
leſs precaution. Fiege 


When the ark was finiſhed, which was in the 
ſixth hundredth year of Noah's age, which was the 
time that the hundred and twenty years of proba- 
tion expired, God ordered Noah to enter the ark, 
telling him that in ſeven days the rain ſhould de- 
ſcend. He accordingly entered with his family, 
and the creatures led thither by a divine inſtinct 
with him, in pairs and ſevens. 


After he had been well ſecured from the pene- 
tration of the waters, which muſt have been very 
difficult to effect from ſo furious a rain of forty 
days continuance, and which could alone be done 
by the divine direction (as mechanics owe their 
perfection to the invention and contrivance of later 
ages) in which ſenſe it is ſaid, © the Lord ſhyt 
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ce him in,“ and the ſeven days were expired, the 
face of nature was overſpread with an univerſal 
gloom, and the rain deſcended in cataracts upon 
the earth; at the ſame time the vaſt ocean deſpi- 
ſing its uſual bounds, overflowed all its ſhores, * 
formed one univerſal inundation. 


What then became of that wretched race of 
men ? the vallies are already covered with the 
foaming element —in vain do they fly to the hills 
and mountains, alas! they afford but a ſhort re- 
fuge ; for ſee the wild waves ſwell, and with un- 
ceaſing conflict, toil towards them, Wherever 
they turn their eyes, cities undermined, rural ha- 
bitations wrecked, floating carcaſes of flocks and 
herds, or the ſwoln corſe of ſome much loved 
friend diſtracts their fight : around them their 
frighted children ſcream ; the objects of their af- 
fections, weeping, claim that aſſiſtance they can no 
more give what can they do; or which way turn 
for ſuccour ? to heayen they dare not lift the eye of 
hope, they have deſpiſed and therefore forfeited its 
mercy ; they have ſet at nought and ridiculed its 
threatened judgments, and now they are deſerved- 
ly made to feel them in all their dreadful force. 


Perhaps in that hour of diſtraction and deſpair 
they repented the commiſſion of thoſe enormous 


crimes, which had thus drawn upon them the ven- 
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geance of Heaven, and the God of mercy accepted 
that repentance, though late; and thus, as only 
deſperate remedies can be applied with any effect 
in deſperate diſeaſes, their deſtruction proved their 
ſalvation; though the waters deſtroyed the bodies 
of that world of ſinners, it might be the bleſſed 
means of reſtoring them to everlaſting life. 


Forty days and forty nights the rain continued 
to deſcend, and the earth ſeemed to be reduced to 
its primitive ſtate, an embryo in the midſt of the 
waters, which aroſe to the amazing height of 
twenty two feet and a half of our meaſure above 
the higheſt mountains; whilſt the ark as they gra- 
dually roſe was lifted upon their ſurface, _ 


Philoſophers are ſtrangely puzzled to find a fuf+ 
ficient quantity of water in all nature to furniſh 
this ſtupendous inundation, and ſome diſbelieve, 
becauſe they can no where find ſueh a ſufficiency, 
though the earth in all countries bears teſtimony 
to the truth of the fact; diſcovering in her 
hidden ſtores, creatures the peculiar product of 
one part of the world, buried deep in others far 
diſtant ; and quantities of ſea ſhells, and ſkeletons 
of fiſh have been found in the moſt inland parts of 
every country, even upon the tops of the higheſt 
mountains, and in the bottom of quarries, where 
they ſometimes have been obſerved to compoſe a 
| Part 
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part of the ſolid marble : as if God, foreſeeing 
the infidelity of future ages, had ſuffered them to 
remain as corroborating proofs of the veracity of 
his ſacred hiſtorian ; filently do they inform us 
that numbers axe no defence againſt the divine diſ- 
pleaſure; and that the more wickedneſs prevails 
in the world the nearer it is to deſtruction, 


There are others, who allowing the truth of this 
relation, ſtill ſolicitous to bring about the mat- 
ter by natural cauſes; and it is amuſing to ſee 
their various contrivances upon that - occaſion. 
Why cannot theſe men of genius allow that God 
is wiſer than themſelves, and has reſources with 
which they are totally unacquainted ! that the 
great author of nature and all its laws and powers, 
can for his own wiſe purpoſes, diſpenſe with, and 
ſuſpend thoſe laws; reftrain or alter thoſe powers; 
and do many wonderful things which we poor 
worms can have no more idea of, than the ſpider 
which forms its web in the corner of a ſhip, of the 
Fill and contrivance of its navigation. 


At the end of forty days the rain was diſconti- 
nued, but the waters remained unabated upon the 
earth for one hundred and fifty days : at the end 
of which, the juſt vengeance of God being exe- 
cuted on this world of. finners, their habitations 
removed, their cities overturned from their foun- 

dations, 
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dations, and their ruins, with the bodies of their 
licentious inbabitants, ſwept into the deep caves 
and caverns of the earth, no veſtiges of that 
wicked race remaining ; the Lord graciouſly re- 
membred Noah, and the creatures encloſed with 
him in the ark, and cauſed a ſtrong wind to paſs 
over the waters, to afhſt in exhaling them, and 
drive the overflowing ocean back ta its former 


bounds, 


The waters thus draining off continually, the 
ark at length reſted on the mountains of Ararat, 
which ſome authors think the general name of a 
ridge of mountains running from Tauris to Bactria, 
in Saga Scythia, as the deſcendants of Noah are 
faid to come from the eaſt to Shinaar; whereas if 
the ark had reſted in Armenia, which is the moſt 
received opinion, they muſt have come from the 


north or north eaſt, 


Two months after the ark's reſting, the tops of 
the mountains began to appear, and Noah for the 
firſt time opened the windows of the ark. Though 
he might from them perhaps perceive the tops of 
the neighbouring mountains, yet apprehenfive the 
waters ſtill covered the vallies, and not daring far- 
ther to open the ark and take a more unlimited 
view, he ſent out a raven; imagining, probably, 


that if the ground was ſomewhat dry in the val- 
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lies, the carcaſes, which his fears ſuggeſted to 
him as ſtill remaining there, would attract his 
meſſenger, and occaſion his ſtay among them: 
from the raven however he could get no certain 
intelligence, as he went and returned at intervals 
*till the earth was dry, Noah then ſent out a 
dove, which he perhaps choſe becauſe it flies far 
for its food, which it takes upon the ground, and 
conſtantly returns to its neft though at a great diſ- 
tance: but the waters ſtill covering the earth ex- 
cept the tops of the mountains, the dove found 
no place to reſt upon, and returned immediately. 


Seven days after, Noah ſent out the dove again, 
which returned to him in the evening with the 
leaf of an olive tree in its bill; the ſight of which 
muſt have given him great joy, as it was an aſſu- 
rance the vegetables were not all deſtroyed; and 
that the lower hills where the olive trees chiefly 
grew were dry. 


Again, after waiting another feven days, did 
Noah ſend forth his winged meſſenger, and ſhe re- 
turning no more to the ark, convinced him that the 
earth was entirely dry; or a creature, which 
though it has wings ſcarcely ever alights upon a 
tree but conſtantly takes its food upon the ground, 
would not have continued there : he then ventured 
to uncover the ark, and taking a ſurvey around 
him, 
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bim, viewed with a rapture of joy, the world 
freed, and riſing with a renewed and beautiful 
verdure from its late covering. 


Yet ſuppreſſing the impatience he without 
doubt felt to be releaſed from his confined fitua- 
fion, as he entered by the divine command he 
waited for the divine permiſſion to depart ; which 
he ſoon received, and quitted-the ark after a re- 
fidence in it of a year and ten days, 


In gratitude for his wonderful deliverance front 
ſuch an univerſal deſtruction, Noah built an al- 
tar to the Lord, and offered upon it a burnt of- 
fering of every clean beaſt, and every clean fowl : 
which, from the ſcanty numbers remaining with 
him, made the facrifice greatly ſuperior to the 
hecatombs of after ages; and his profuſion fully 
evinced his firm faith and reliance on the goodneſs 
of that great Being for farther ſubſiſtence and ſup- 
port, who had ſormercifully reſcued him from the 
univerſal wreck of nature. The God of mercy 
regarded this teſtimony of a grateful heart with 
approbation, and the pious joy and faith of Noah, 
drew a bleſſing upon his poſterity 5 and the Lord 
declared that he would not curſe the earth any 
more with ſuch a fearful devaſtation, though the 
imagination of its inhabitants ſhould be wicked 
from their youth; but that whilſt it remained, ſeed 

time 
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time and harveſt, ſummer and winter, day and 
night ſhould not ceaſe nature ſhould run its 
courſe, and the ſeaſons be interrupted no more. 


God then bleſſed Noah and his family in the 
ſame manner as had before done the firft created 
pair, as like them they were to be the parents of 
all mankind—* Be fruitful and multiply and re- 
ce pleniſh the earth, and as to them, ſo he gave 
to theſe the ſovereignty over the brute creation, 
with the additional liberty of eating fleſh, but for- 
bade its being eaten raw“ fleſh with the blood 


ce thereof, which is the life.“ 


Murder was likewiſe forbidden, and the great 
law for its prevention and puniſhment eſtabliſhed, 
© whoſo ſheddeth man's blood, by man ſhall his 
cc blood be ſhed.” And farther to enforce its obſer- 
vance, the Almighty declares that he will require 
the life of each man at the hand of his brother: 
nay of even the beaſt which has ſhed the blood 
of man will he require-it, for that in his own. 


divine image created he man. 


So deeply reverenced ought to be that facred 
impreſs of the Deity, and ſo much ſtrictneſs muſt 
be obſerved in the puniſhment of whatever occa- 
ſions its deſtruction, 


Though 
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Though this is the firſt permiſſion mentioned 
by Moſes for the eating fleſh, that does not I think 
demonſtrate it was not eaten before the flood; but 
by the prohibition of eating it raw immediately fol- 
lowing, I ſhould rather ſuppoſe it had been eaten, 
and frequently raw ; and that this horrid cuſtom 
which had a tendency to render them ſavage, and 
bring man upon a level with the voracious beaſts 
of prey, paved the way to that violence and cru- 
elty which they exerciſed upon each other: Vice 
we know does not acquire all its force at once, it 
grows by degrees upon the ſoul from flight begin- 
nings ; the perſon who ſuffers himſelf to be cruet 
to the brutes, which God has given into his pow- 
er to protect as a ſovereign, not tyrannize over as 
a fiend, wilt be drove by the ſame ſavage rage; 
emlarging its power over his ſoul by indulgence, to 
dip his hand in the blood of his fellow creature. 


As Noah and his ſons had before them ſuch ter- 
rible evidences of the judgment and vengeance of 
a provoked Deity, it is natural to ſuppoſe they 
were full of dread and apprehenſions of what again 
might befall themſelves and their poſterity : their 
fears left them no power to diſtinguiſh the juſt ven- 
geance of offended God-head, (when every me- 
thod which mercy could ſuggeſt had been tried in 
vain to effect a reformation,) from the caprice of 
fuch a being as themſelves, pleaſed with trifles, 
aud 
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and angry from cauſes of little conſequence. A 
ſhowerof rain of any continuance would have alarm- 
ed them with the apprehenſions of another deluge ; 
and the happineſs of their lives would have been 
ſwallowed up in the conſtant fear of loſing them. 


But God mercifully diſſipates their fears, by 
giving them the moſt ſolemn aſſurances that he ne- 
ver again would deſtroy the world with a flood of 
waters: and to diſpel their remaining doubts, and 
publiſh to all ſucceeding generations this gracious 
covenant with mankind, he gave them a fign ; by 
ſetting in the clouds of heaven an inſtrument of 
verigeance, a glorious bow; but a bow unſtrung 
to denote his pacific reſolution, and told Noah 
and his ſons that it was a token of the covenant 
between himſelf and the earth, a perpetual memos 
tial of his own ſacred promiſe. 


Alfter he came down from the mountain, Noah | 
betook himſelf to huſbandry, and planted a vine- 
yard : but-drinking too freely of the wine it pro- 
duced, enfeebled by age, or unacquainted perhaps 
with its intoxicating quality; he became inebria- 
ted, and lay in a very indecent poſture, uncovered 
in his tent, where he was ſeen by Ham his young» 
eft ſon ; who inſtead of concealing the infirmities 
of his father, informed his two brothers of the in- 
gident in terms of ridicule and deriſion. 

Shocked 
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Shocked at his impicty, and grieved for the 
weakneſs of the good old man, Shem and Japheth 
took a garment, and walking backwards, with 
equal delicacy of ſoul, and profound reſpect for 
their father, they covered him ; not daring to be 
eye witnefles of the only time in which he ſwerved 
from the perfection of his character. 


When Noah awoke from his wine, he was in- 
formed of what had happened, and it inſtantly 
pleaſed God to enlighten his mind with a know- 
ledge of future events, that by predicting the 
bleſſing and greatneſs of their poſterity, Shem and 
Japheth ſhould find themſelves rewarded for their 
delicacy and filial reverence ; whilſt ſhameleſs 
Ham ſhould be puniſhed in the malediction and 
ſervitude of his. | 


This prophecy of Noah is the firſt we read of in 
ſcripture pronounced by man, and is remarkable 
for reaching down to the preſent times: it was 
delivered in verſe, 


Curſed be Canaan ; 

A ſervant of ſervants ſhall he be to his brethren, 
Bleſſed be Jehovah the God of Shem, 

And Canaan ſhall be their ſervant, 

God ſhall enlarge Japheth ; 

And will dwell in the tents of Shem ; 

And Canaan ſhall be their Servant, 


E Canaan 
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Canaan is mentioned in this prophecy inſtead of 
Ham his father, but there is no doubt but the 
whole poſterity of Ham is intended to' be curſed 
with ſervitude and ſlavery, though particularly in 
the line of Canaan, againſt whom the children of 
Iſrael were then marching under the command of 
Moſes, when he wrote his hiſtory. 


Cavillers have aſked, why innocent Canaan 
ſhould be curſed for the offence of his father; 
but the prophecy does not relate to either the 
ſon or the father, but to their poſterity—not to 
individuals, but nations: God foreſaw the wicked- 
neſs of the future race of Ham, generations yet 
unborn; and in conſequence of that wickedneſs, 
devoted them as they deſerved to ſervitude and 
miſery : and enabled his prophet to predict it, to 
manifeſt by ſuch fore-knowledge of the future, 
his own ſuperintendance and government of the 
world : and by diſclofing it to Ham, puniſh him, 
as one of the three fathers of a new race of man- 
kind, in the tendereſt part, in his children; in 
the ſubordination and diſgrace of his poſterity ; 
for which reaſon, as it related to his poſterity, not 
to himſelf, Noah might rather chuſe to pronounce 
the malediction upon Canaan, as the eldeſt ſon 
and repreſentative of the houſe of Ham, than 
upon himſelf, 


This 
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This prophecy, when Moſes, ſome hundred 
years afterwards, wrote his hiſtory, was approach- 
ing, but was not began to be fulfilled : it was 
then fulfilled, when after his death the Iſraelites, 
deſcendants of Siem, under Joſhua, his ſucceſſor, 
invaded them; flew above thirty of their kings, 
and took poſſeſſion of their country. It was ful- 
filled, when the Syrians and Carthagenians, de- 
ſcendants of Ham, were vanquiſhed by the Greeks 
and Romans, deſcendants of Japheth; to whom 
they were long ſtaves, as they are at this day to 
the Turks, deſcendants of Japheth. When Egypt, 
when almoſt the whole continent of Africa, peo- 
pled by the children of Ham, became ſubject to 
the Turks and the Saracens; it was then fulfilled : 
and is fulfilling to this day, whilſt the poor ne- 
groes, thoſe ſervant of ſervants to their brethren, 
are torn from their native ſoil,” and brought like 
beaſts to the market. It is likewiſe to be remark- 
ed, that of the four great monarchies of the world, 
the Affvrian, Perfiari, Grecian and Roman, the 
two former were of the deſcendants of Shem, and 
the two lattet were of the ſons of Japheth. 


Bleſſed be Jehovah the God of Sem, «» 
—— (God will dwell in the tents of Shem, 


God, the Lord of the whole univerſe, fingled 
out the Iſraelites, deſcendants from Shem, as his 
E 2 peculiar, 


52 | The DELVGE. 


peculiar, his favourite people, and choſe to be' 
called their God. He manifeſted his preſence in 
an obvious manner among their tents, in their long 
march from Egypt, 'till they took poſſeſſion of the 
promiſed land, and might be ſaid to dwell among 
them. At the erection of the temple by Solomon, 
God likewiſe gave convincing demonſtrations of 
his preſence. And from them, according to the 
fleſh, Chriſt came. 


As literally, and as compleatly as the reſt, has 
this prophecy been verified in the deſcendants of 
Japheth; in children and territory he was more 
enlarged than his brethren: * beſides Europe, 
great and extenſive as it is, they poſſeſſed the 
& leſſer Aſia, Media, part of Armenia, Iberia, Al- 
&« bania, and thoſe vaſt regions towards the north, 
£ which anciently the Scythians inhabited, and 
ee now the Tartars inhabit. And it is not improba- 
c ble that the new world was peopled by ſome of 
& his northern deſcendants, paſſing thither by the 
* ſtraits of Anian. The enlargement of Japheth 
* may alſo denote a numerous progeny, as well as 
« ample territory: and if you conſult the gene- 
cc alogies of the three brothers, you will find 
&« Japheth had ſeven ſons, whereas Ham had only 
ce four, and Shem only five : and the northern hive 
& (as Sir William Temple denominates it) was 

x © always 
* Dr. Newton on the prophecies., 


The DELvuGE. 5 


„always remarkable for its fecundity, and hath, 
« heen continually pouring forth ſwarms, and 
« ſending out colonies into the more ſouthern 
parts, both in Europe and in Afia, both in for- 
mer and in later times.“ 


After this we are told no more of Noah, but 
chat he died in the nine hundredth and fifty year 
of his age: by the ſilence of Moſes with regard to 
him, though he was living at the confuſion of 
Babel, it is the probable conjecture of ſome Au- 
thors, * that he did not remove with his deſcend- 
ants into the plain of Shinaar, but ſpent his days 
in the Eaſt with other of his deſcendants; and this 
accounts for the very early populouſneſs of that 
part of the world, of which we are informed by 
heathen Authors: the learning, language, and 
hiſtory of the Chineſe, we are told, favours this 
conjecture, © their language not ſeeming to have 
been altered by the confuſion of Babel, their 
learning is reported to be full as ancient as the 
more weſtern nations, their policy and govern- 
* ment different from all others, and their hiſtory 
e indiſputably reaches up to Noah.” 


I have in the foregoing account ſuppoſed Canaan 
the eldeſt fon of Ham, as more conſonant to reaſon, 
than the forced meanings generally put on the paſ- 

E 3 x ſage ; 
® See Guthrie's hiſtory of the world. 
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ſage ; though he 1s generally called the youngeſt, 
but for no other reaſon, that I know of, than 
that he is laſt mentioned, and his genealogy laſt 
given by Moles. Japheth, we are expreſſly told, 
was the eldeſt ſon of Noah ; yet Shem, Ham and 
Japheth, is the conſtant order in which their names 
are placed : indeed the genealogy of Japheth was 
firſt given, but to it ſucceeds that of his youngeſt 
brother; and Shem's, which ſhould have been 
placed the next in order, is laſt, It may be faid, 
that as Shem was the ſon of Noah peculiarly dif- 


_ tinguiſhed by God, Moſes might for that reaſon 


reſerve him to the laſt, as he was to give a much 
more particular account of his genealogy than 
thoſe of his brothers: then might he not, as the 
inheritance of the ſons of Canaan was the peculiar 
object of the deſcendants of Shem, place for that 
reaſon his genealogy laſt, ſetting, as it were, the 
two families i in contraſt ? 


(38-3 


THE CONFUSION OF LANGUAGES. 


HE building of Babel, and the enſuing con- 
fuſion of languages, are ſo briefly related 

by Moſes, that much of the reaſons and circum- 
ſtances of this aſtoniſhing tranſaction are left to 


conjecture, 


He informs us, that Nimrod, the fon of Cuſh, 
and grandſon of Ham, had diſtinguiſhed himſelf 
ſo much in the field over the wild beaſts, that he 
calls him“ a mighty hunter before the Lord: 
he was likewiſe great and powerful among the 
people, was king over four cities, which in thoſe 
early ages, when the government was chiefly pa- 
triarchal, and few extended their authority over 
more than one, muſt have formed a potent mo- 
narchy ; and by his ſuperior power, ſtrength, and 
addreſs, was taking, perhaps, large ſtrides towards 
univerſal ſovereignty ; which could he once have 
effected, as the world was then like one great fami- 
ly, appeared unanimous in all its councils, and had 
but one language, it would, in all human probabi- 
lity, have been rendered perpetual in the line of 
Ham, contrary to the determinations of God made 

E 4 Kno vn 
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Known in the prophecy of Noah; the knowledge 
of which rendered the ambition of Nimrod ſinful, 
as in ſtriving for the dominion, he ſet himſelf in 


direct oppoſition to the poſitive declarations of 
the Almighty. 


Journeying from the eaſt, as their ęncreaſing 
numbers made the land too ſtrait for them, the 
poſterity of Noah at laſt reached the extenſive 
plain of Shinaar. That Nimrod ſuggeſted the 


idea we are not told, but the people ſeemed ap- 


| Prehenſive of a ſeparation, and defirous of found- 


ing a permanent kingdom, malt probably with 
him at their head, | 


For this purpoſe they conſulted together, and 
agreed to build an unmenſe city or tower, which 
ſhould be a ccnter of union to them when they 
became numerous and ſpread far and wide upon 
the earth ; and conſcious that they had placed the 
ſovereign power in a manner diſpleaſing to God, 


they propoſed to build it of ſuch an immenſe 


height as to elude his vengeance, and ſecure them- 
ſelves from another deluge, if it ſhould pleaſe the 
Almighty by that means again to ſeek to deſtroy 
them; having no confidence in his ſacred word ſo 
ſolemnly given to the contrary, | | 


They 
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'They accordingly made preparations for this 
great enterprize, by burning brick, and gathering 
together a quantity of ſlimy clay, or bitumen of 
a pitchy ſubſtance, inſtead of mortar, 


At length the vaſt work was began, and for 
ſome time the Almighty permitted its being car- 
ried on, the more effectually to diſplay his power 
and might in rendering abortive the weak at- 
tempts of man, to elude his judgments, and ſet 
afide his councils, 


At laſt the Almighty took cognizance of the 
work, and gave a miraculous proof of his omni- 
potence over all the powers of nature: in a mo- 
ment the minds of the people are new formed, 
the tablet of their memory undergoes an univer: 
ſal change, the ideas of words and ſounds to which 
chey had hitherto been accuſtomed, are eraſed, and 
new ones imprinted in their ſtead : the workmen 
underſtand each other no more, in vain they liſten 
to the commands of their great men, thoſe com- 
mands and all they ſpeak are alike, unintelligible : 
theſe great men are now rendered incapable of 
laying impious ſchemes to fruſtrate the prophecies 
of God, their words appear to each other, ſounds 
without mcaning, anſwering to no one idea of 
their ſouls—all is confuſion, impatience and diſ- 
guſt; the building no more goes forward—it is 
left 
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left a monument to many ages of the preſump- 
tion of man, and the power of God, and called 
Bavel, which is confuſion. 


Separated into ſmall ſocieties, and incapable of 
converſing with only thoſe few who ſpeak their 
own dale, they wandered from this ſcene of up- 
roar and diſtraction, and became ſcattered upon 
the face of the earth; the very thing their aſſo- 
ciation was meant to prevent, but which was be⸗ 
come too neceſſary to preſerve the declining vir- 
tue of mankind, 


When Cain flew his brother, the Almighty 


baniſhed him from his father's family, to prevent 


the innocence of the others from being contami- 
nated by ſuch an example of wickedneſs ; and 
that innocence was preſerved by the ſeparation till 
an alliance took place with his impious deſcend- 
ants : the contagion of vice again broke out in 
this new world, and nothing could prevent the 
infection from ſpreading but a ſpeedy ſeparation, 
which by one exertion of his power the Almighty 
brought to pafs, defeated all the deſigns of theſe 
preſumptuous men, and effected his own wiſe 
purpoſes: the world became more ſpeedily re- 
peopled, even to its remoteſt corners; the ſcepter 
—at leaſt as univerſal ſovereign - wreſted from 
the hand of the mighty Nimrod, the race of im- 

pious 
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pious Ham, from whoſe corrupt government and 
example another antediluvian corruption would 
have ſpread itſelf through the land. 


Divided into little independant communities, a 
ſtricter government and cloſer attention to the 
manners and morals of the ſubjects of each for the 
benefit of the whole, became more neceſſary than 
in one vaſt unwieldy empire ; where living in con- 
tinual peace—ſloth, luxury, and every vice that 
enervates and corrupts the ſoul, creeps over the 
mind of the neglected people: the fear of be- 
coming a prey to the ſurrounding nations, or ap- 
pearing deſpicable in their eyes, will make wiſe 
laws and rigid diſcipline indiſpenſably neceſſary; 
awaken emulation, promote activity, induſtry, and 
ingenuity ; and inſpire, and cultivate the figer 
arts of life. 


Even the deſolations and horrors of war, the ne- 
ceſſary conſequence of ſuch a variety of jarring in- 
tereſts produced by the ſeparation, have likewiſe 
their uſes in the good government of the world; 
and God does make uſe of them ſince he has decla- 
red, he“ would not again {mite any living thing as 
he had done“ to puniſh mankind, and chaſtiſe 
wicked nations by the ſword of each other; nay even 
extirpate thoſe who are grown incurably bad with- 


aut embroiling or injuring the reſt of the world. 
After 
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After this diſſolution of his projected empire, 


Nimrod, who remained ſtill in the plains of Shi- 


naar as his peculiar territory, finiſhed his city, 
though in a far different manner than was firſt 
intended, and it became, many ages after, famous 
by the name of Babylon: by the other deſcendants 
of Ham was the continent of Atrica, Canaan, and 
Phenicia peopled. 


Of the poſterity of Japheth we have before ſpo- 
ken, and his aſtoniſhing enlargement in Europe, 
part of Afia, and probably America, | 


From Shem, deſcended the Perfians (the Ela» 


mites of Scripture) the Aſſyrians, the Chaldeans, 


the Lydians, and the Hebrews, 


Aſhur, the ſecond ſon of Shem, is ſuppoſed to 
have remained with Nimrod ſome time in the 
plain of Shinaar, and then removed with his com- 
pany into Aſſyria, where he built the cities, Ni- 
nevah, Rehobath, and Reſin: from this time, 
which is ſuppoſed to have been about thirty years 
after the confuſion of tongues, is dated the be- 
g1inning of the Aſſyrian monarchy. 


N a few generations after the diſperſion of the 

people from the plain of Shinaar, the whole 
earth ſeems to have been immerſed in idolatry ; 
the idea of an infinite Spirit, boundleſs in power 
and knowledge, whoſe eye pervades the works of 
creation, and at one comprehenſive view, takes 
cognizance of the whole univerſe, whoſe provi- 
dence directs every ſpring of government, and 
whoſe goodneſs neglects not the meaneſt of his 
creatures, had given place to the moſt groſs and 
ſenſual opinions of the Godhead, | 


The depravity of their own hearts repreſented 
the Deity with the paſſions and weakneſſes of hu- 
manity ; and conceiving it too great a fatigue for 
fuch a Being to take the charge of the whole 
world, ſuppoſed that he had delegated his power 
to inferior deities; and the great luminaries of 
heaven, as objects the moſt conſpicuouſly impor- 
tant, were the firft, in all probability, which at- 
tracted, upon theſe principles, their adoration ; 
the deceaſed leaders of their tribes who had diſtin- 
guiſhed themſelves by their paternal cares, or uſeful 

inventions, 
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inventions, and whom the natural notions of the 


immortality of the ſoul ſuggeſted as till exiſting; 


and preſerving in a ſuperior ſtate that affectionate 
tegard for their people which had made ſuch a 
glorious part of theit character on earth, claimed 
next the gratitude of theſe ſuppoſed objects of 
their attention, and gave birth to the idea of 
local and tutelary deities; * but having found it 
difficult to direct their worſhip to a mere idea, 
they formed repreſentations of theſe departed he- 
roes in wood or ſtone; which foon, by an eaſy 
tranſition; became themſelves the objects of ado- 
ration, and thus introduced the worſhip of images. 


At length, from firſt dividing the worſhip with 
the great Lord of the univerſe, theſe imaginary 
vicegerents ſoon obliterated the peculiar reverence, 
which according to their own principles was due 
to that power they originally pretended but to 

repreſent ; 


® Did not the ſame idolatrous opinions, though with ſomewhat 
more cefinement than in the pagan world, creep into the chriſtian 
religion ſome centuries ago, and ſtill hold their place in the unte- 
formed churches? Had not each nation its tutelar ſaint; which as 
he favoured living he was ſuppoſed to ſupplicate for when dead? 
And did not this humour increaſe, 'till each city, church, profet- 
fon, almoſt every individaal had each their favourite tutelary faint, 
to whom they addreſſed their prayers and petitions as to inferior 
deities, to whoſe guardiarſhip the affairs of this lower world were 
delegated and portioned out? And I am afraid, even among our- 
ſelves of the reformed religion, we may fird ſome remains in the 
dedication of our chutches to particular ſaints, under the ancient 
idolatrous idea of their being tutelar, 
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fepreſent ; and if his remembrance was not abſo- 
lutely loſt, he at leaſt became degraded in the 
imagination of their votaries to a mere local Divi- 
nity, but little ſuperior. And often, when his ven- 
geance had made them acknowledge his power, 
adored but in common with the reſt of thoſe guar- 
dian deities, of which every nation, every city 
had one, whoſe aid they implored, and whoſe 
wrath they deprecated with the moſt impure rites, 
and horrible ſacrifices: advancing in cruelty as 
they departed from true religion, their altars 
reeked with human blood; and upon great and 
urgent occaſions, their innocent children were of- 
fered with the moſt diabolical ceremonies. 


Thus the knowledge and worſhip of the one ſu- 
preme God, and the unity of the Godhead, be- 
came in the moſt imminent danger of being totally 
loſt to the world, 


From the creation human nature appears prone 
to wickedneſs, and induſtrious to its own ruin; 
yet ſtill does the goodneſs of the Almighty ſoar 
above the corruption of mankind ; and at every 
threatening period ſome expedient is found, as 


full of mercy as wiſdom, to fave and to reform the 
world. 


When 
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When Adam by his ingratitude and diſobed1- 
ence devoted himſelf; and in him all his poſterity 
to death, * then did the ſun of rightcouſneſs ariſe 
cc with healing in his wings; ” and offering his 
precious life for the tranſgreſſion of inan, reſtore 
to him life and immortality: 


When all fleſh liad ſo corrupted its ways, that, 
incorrigible in crime, no reformation could be ef- 
fected, ſtill a remnant is ſaved from deſtruction, 
to perpetuate the name of man, and repeople the 
world. | 


- 


When, notwithſtanding the recent vengeance 
taken on that world of ſinners, the ſurvivors ſo 
ſoon forgot the power of God as to attempt to ſet 
afide his councils, and elude his judgments, he 
cantons them into ſmall ſocieties, and ſcatters them 
on the face of the carth ; ſeparating the righteous 
from the wicked, to keep the well inclined from 
being contaminated by the example of the bad, 
and preſerve ſome remains of virtue alive, | 


When they had now forſook his worſhip, pol- 
luted their fouls with horrid ceremonies, and ſet 
up the graven and the molten image in oppoſition 
to the Majeſty of heaven; a bleſſed expedient, a 
new and wonderful ſcene of Providence preſents 
itſelf to our view; which by a long ſeries and 

; Sl chain 
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chain of events, reaching from age to age, with 
infinite turnings and a variety of wiſdom, we ſee 
directed by a ſteady and unerring hand, to its 
great and glorious concluſion, the kingdom of 
Chriſt, 


Leaving the preſent generations of men to their 
wilful blindneſs, the Almighty determines to eſta- 
bliſh his worſhip in one nation, and make it like 
the Sun, the light of the world, by whom all na- 
tions might diſcern the unity of the God-head, 
and a divine Providence: and with it place, in ſa- 
cred depoſit, his holy name, his laws, the types 
and prophecies of the Meſſiah ; to rule this peo- 
ple as their king and their God ; and by a public 
diſplay of his power over the falſe deities of other 
nations, convince the world of his own omnipo- 
tence, and the impotence of thoſe idols they had 
preferred before him, 


But there not being one nation in the world 
worthy ſuch a ſacred truſt, God determines to 
create one, and Abram is choſen, as another 
Noah, who had preſerved his virtue in the general 
depravity, to be father of this holy race. 


To convince the world that the whole was the 
peculiar act of his power, the firſt riſe of that im- 
portant nation, and its ſettlement in the land of 
6.4 F promiſe, 
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promiſe, are a ſeries of miracles, and few of its 
events are brought about by natural cauſes : Iſaac, 
the child of promiſe was withheld, *till his birth 
was contrary to the laws of nature : after time had 
been given them to become a nation, for which 
purpoſe they had been placed in the plenteous 
land of Goſhen, (for had they increaſed inſenſibly 
in the land of Canaan, and by degrees diſpoſſeſt 
the old inhabitants, there had been nothing ſin- 
gular or remarkable in it) by what an aſtoniſhing 
ſeries of miracles was the yoke, impoſed upon them 
by the tyrants; broke from their necks! to convince 
the Egyptians—would they have been convinced 
—of his power and omnipotence, and turn them 
from the worſhip of their deſpicable idols, to the 
one true God: 


With what awful circumſtances were they put 
in poſſeſſion of the promiſed land! the walls of 
fenced cities, fell at the ſound of the ſacred trum- 

ets : the whole courſe of nature was ſuſpended, 
the ſun ſtood ſtill in Gibeon, and the moon in 
the valley of Ajalon, to give them leiſure to finiſh 
their victory. 


Thus conſecrated as the peculiar people of 
God, though other crimes were ſometimes ever- 
looked, every declenſion to idolatry was puniſhed 
in ſome ſignal manner, by the deſolating ſword 


of 
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of war at home, or captivity abroad; 'till acknow- 
jedging their crime, and reforming their practice, 
they were again reſtored to favour and to their 


country. 


Ten of the tribes, having wholly delivered 
themſelves up to idolatry, were intirely caſt off, 
and ſcattered in their captivity in ſuch a manner, 
that they were diſſolved as a nation, and no more 
returned, or were heard of. 


The tribe of Judah, though corrupt, was not 
wholly incorrigible, yet for the puniſhment of 
their frequent relapſes, they became captive or 
tributary to each of the four great monarchies z 
which conduced to theit reformation, and effected 
another great defign of Providence, the making 
the Jews; their God, his laws and prophecies, 
known to the reſt of the world: many proſelytes 
were made to the true religion, the greateſt con- 
querors bowed before the ſacred name of Iſrael's 
God : men's minds were prepared, and their ex- 
pectations raiſed for the coming of the Meſſiah: 
who, when the name of the one ſupreme God had 
thus began to diſpel the darkneſs of idolatry, and 
make itſelf known in the world, in the fulneſs of 
time made his appearance; eftabliſhed—what was 
before but began—by his doctrines and practice, 


true religion, and founded his everlaſting kingdom. 
F2 The 
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The purpoſes for which the Hebrews were raiſed 
from one man to a powerful nation, being thus 
gloriouſly effected, their blaſphemies and mur- 
ders, their obſtinacy and infidelity, meets with as 
ſignal a puniſhment as their ſettlement had with 
a miraculous eclat; and they remain ſcattered 
through all nations, living evidences of the truth 
of the ſacred oracles. 


Terah, the father of Abram, was deſcended 
from Arphaxad, the eldeſt ſon of Shem, whoſe 
poſterity inhabited Chaldea, and lived at Ur, in 
Chaldea ; which name fignifying fire, has made 
many people ſuppoſe the inhabitants of that city, 
worſhippers of that element; for ſo general was 
the practice of idolatry, that Joſhua informs us, 
even this family had fallen into the general one, 
of a plurality of Gods. © Thus faith the Lord 
God of Ifrael, your fathers dwelt on the other 
c fide of the flood in old time, even Ferah, the 
„ father of Abraham and the father of Nahor, 
and they ſerved other Gods.” Terah had three 
ſons; Hatan, Nahor, and Abram : Haran dying 
before his father, left three children, a ſon, 
whoſe name Fas Lot, and two daughters, Mil- 
cah, who was married to her uncle Nahor, and 
the beautiful Iſcah, or Sarai, who married her 


uncle Abram; 
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Terah, for reafons not aſſigned, quitted Chal- 
dea with his whole family, with an intention. of 
going into the land of Canaan, attracted perhaps, 
by the reputation of its extreme fertility and beau- 
ty; but ſtopping at Haran, he there took up his 
abode, and died ſoon after, in the two hundred 
and fifth year of his age, 


Immediately after his death, the Lord appear- 
ed and ſpoke theſe words to Abram, © Get thee 
out of thy country, and from thy Kindred, and 
from thy father's houſe, unto a land that I 
will ſhew thee; and I will make of thee a great 
* nation; and I will bleſs thee, and will make 
* thy name great, and thou ſhalt be blefled. And 
* I will bleſs them that bleſs thee, and curſe him 
F* that curſeth thee ; and in thee ſhall all families of 
* the earth be bleſſed.” 


Abram, amidſt all the corruption of the age, 
had preſerved the juſteſt and pureſt ideas of the 
ſupreme Being: convinced of his unalterable 
truth, and unlimited power, he hefitated not to 
obey the divine command ; and though the bar- 
renneſs of his wife had ſeemed to preclude him 
from all hopes of a numerous offspring, and his 
affection for her, and the purity of his heart did 
not permit him to think of taking another, though 
in an age and country were polygamy was com- 
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mon; with a heart glowing with the warmeſt at- 
tachments to his family, he left for ever the com- 
panions of his youth, endeared to him by every 
tender tye of blood and friendſhip ; ; and taking 
with him his wife, her brother, and his nephew 
Lot, and the ſhare of his father's ſubſtance pecu- 
liarly their own, followed his ſacred guide, firmly 
relying on his truth and goodneſs, himſelf a ſtran- 
ger, without force or defence, into a land full of 
great and powerful nations. | | 


Having paſſed through a part of Canaan, and 
come near the city of Sechem 1n the plain of Mo- 
reh, where he had an opportunity of beholdin 
the number and power of its inhabitants, the 2 
appeared again unto him, and promiſed to give 
the land he was in to his offspring; Abram, in 
gratitude for the promiſe, and faith in its perfor- 
mance, improbable as it then ſecmed, built an 
altar to the Lord. 


Journeying farther, he pitched his tent near 
Bethel, the more he ſaw, the more reaſon he had 
to be ſatisſied with the promiſe of ſo rich and 


beautiful a country; and he built another altar 


there, and worſhipped with ſolemn ſacrifices, the 
God of Heaven. 


Abramy 
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Abram, ſtill continued journeying towards the 
ſouth, having fixed upon no place for a conſtant 
reſidence, when a very uncommon and grievous 
famine ſpread itſelf through the land, and obli- 
ged him to retire into Egypt. Abram, who 
Joined prudence to his other great qualities, re- 
flecting on the extreme beauty of his wife, ſo in- 
finitely ſurpaſſing the generality of women, con- 
Jectured, that in a country ſo voluptuous as Egypt, 
were he known to be her huſband, the murder of 
himſelf would be the firſt ſtep taken towards the 
poſſeſſion of ſo much lovelineſs ; as the marriage 
bed, even in that age of idolatry and licentiouſneſs, 
was held too ſacred to be violated with impunity; 
and adultery, looked upon with horror, as a much 
greater crime than murder, 


Repreſenting this danger to his wife, as they ap- 
proached the confines of the kingdom, as a means 
of eſcaping it, and to convert the partiality which 
would be ſhewn her into a matter of ſafety and 
even advantage to himfelf, he ſuggeſted to her 
the expedient of calling him brother ; the rela- 
tionſhip in which they ſtood, allowing the epithet, 
without imputation of falſhood. 


As Abram expected, ſo it happened; the beau- 
ty of the fair ſtranger was ſo much the ſubject of 
£6nverſation, that it at laſt reached the ears of the 
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king, and excited his curioſity to ſee her; the way 
brought to court, Pharoah beheld her with admi- 
ration, and detained her in his palace, where ſh: 
was lodged and ſerved as a princeſs, 


Deeply captivated with her charms, the enamou- 
red manarch made his court to her, by heaping pre- 
ſents of the moſt valuable Kinds on her ſuppoſed 
brother: but the Almighty afflicting him and his 
houſe with ſuch plagues, as convinced him upon 
whoſe and what account they were ſent, he re- 
proached Abram in very ſevere terms for his du 
plicity ; expreſſing ſome horror at the danger he 
had been in of being led by it to take another 
man's wife to his bed; and defired him imme- 
diately to depart his dominions, giving at the 
ſame time his ſubjects orders for the ſafe conduct 
of them and their houſhold: Abram's ſubſtance 
being now with the additicn of Pharoah's bounty 
become very great. 


Abram returned to Canaan, the famine being 
ceaſed, and coming to Bethel, where he had before 
pitched his tent, and erected an altar, he upon it 
offered a ſacriſice to the Lord for his happy return, 


Lot, who under Abram's patronage and pro- 
jection had increaſed in riches in proportion with 
his uncle, began to be uncaſy in his ſituation; the 

country 


ABRAHAM. 72 


country was filled with their ſlocks and herds; 
that with them and the old inhabitants they were 
ſo ſtraitened for room, that frequent diſputes hap- 
pened between their herdſmen : to remedy which 
inconvenience, Abram, with equal prudence, fra- 
ternal affection, and a politeneſs which would 
have done honour to the moſt refined ages, addreſt 
himſelf to Lot, Let there be no ſtrife. I pray 
t thee, ſaid he, between me and thee, and be- 
e tween thy herdſmen and my herdſmen, for we 
* be brethren. Is not the whole land before thee? 
« Separate thyſelf I pray thee from me: if thou 
4 will take the left hand, then will I go to the 
te right; or if thou depart to the right hand, then 
{will I go to the left,” 


| Upon this generous propoſition, Lot confidered 
the country before him, and beheld the well wa- 
tered fruitful plain of Jordan, beautiful as the 
garden of Eden, and fixt upon that for his reſi- 
dence; Abram continuing where he was at the 
time of their ſeparation. And Lot wanting the ſu- 
perior wiſdom of his uncle which had hitherto di- 
rected all his motions, more attentive to the beau- 
ty of the country, than ſolicitous about the piety 
of his neighbours, journeyed towards the caſt, 
and pitched his tent near the city of Sodom, the 
inhabitants of which were become infamous for 
their vices and unnatyral luſts. 
Upon 
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Upon this ſeparation, the Almighty again ap- 
peared to Abram, © Lift up now thine eyes, ſaid 
© the heavenly viſion, and look from the place 
« where thou art, north-ward, ſouth-ward, eaſt- 
© ward, and weſt-ward ; all the land which thou 
6 ſeeſt, to thee will I give it, and to thy feed for 
£ ever: I will make thy ſeed as the duſt of the 
© earth, ſo that if a man can number the particles 
© of duſt, then ſhall thy ſeed be numbered. Ariſe, 
c walk through the land, in the length of it, and 
F* in the breadth of it, for to thee will I give it.“ 


Abram obeyed; and having taken a compleat 
ſurvey, and enabled himſelf to judge of the value 
of this great gift, he pitched his tent in the plain 
of Mamre, and there erected an altar to the Lord, 
in gratitude for the riches of his goodneſs. 


Near ten years did Abram refide peaceably in 
theſe plains, and formed a friendſhip and alliance 
with Mamre, the prince of the country ; and Aner 
and Eſhcol, his two brothers. Lot had removed 
his tent from the plain, to live in the city of So- 
dom ; whoſe king, with four other kings of the 
Cities of the plain had ſome years before become 
cributary to Chedorlaomer, king of Elam ; but 
rebelling about this time againſt him, Chedorla- 
omer, with three other kings, his allies, met theſe 
rebellious princes in the vale of Siddim: a battle 

| enſued 
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enſued, and the kings of Sodom and Gomorra; 
with their aſſociates were routed with a great 
flaughter ; many fell into the ſhmy pits with 
which the yale abounded, in endeavouring to 
eſcape, and ſome fled to the mountains : the con- 
querors then plundered the cities of all that were 
valuable, and took a great many priſoners, among 
whom was Lot, with all his family and ſubſtance, 
and returned in triumph towards their own 
country. Eng oe en es 


Fortunately for Lot, one of the priſoners eſca- 
ped, and flying to Abram, acquainted him with 
the misfortune of his kinſman, Shocked at the 
relation, the generous patriarch determines to 
hazard every thing for the reſcue of the brother 
of his beloved Sarai, from the hands of his 
enemies, 


He inſtantly armed his ſervants to the number 
of three hundred and eighteen ; and calling upon 
his three friends for their perſonal afſiſtance—for 
it does not appear they carried any additional force 
—he marched haſtily after the victorious army 
with his handful of men, truſting in the juſtice 
of his cauſe, and the arm of his God. He over- 
took them ; and availing himſelf of the darkneſs 
of the night, he divided his little army into three 
bends and falling upon them when they thought 
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themſelves in full ſecurity, put them all into con- 
fuſion ; many of them were ſlain, and the reſt fled, 
Abram purſued them to Hobah, and then return- 
ing to their camp, retook all their priſoners and 
ſpoil, with Lot, his family, and effects, and re- 
turned with them towards Sodom. 


Paſſing through the valley of Shaveth, after: 
wards called the King's dale, he was met by the 
king of Sodom, and Melchizedek king of Salem, 
afterwards Jeruſalem ; who was ſo pious a prince 
that he was accounted worthy to exerciſe the ſa- 
cred office of prieſt, to that one ſupreme God 
whom he worſhipped in purity : he brought with 


him a refreſhment for Abram and his followers, 


and commending the valiant enterprize, he bleſ- 


ſed him in theſe words, © Blefſed be Abram of 


* the moſt High God, pofleflor of heaven and 
earth: and bleſſed be the moſt High God, 
* which hath delivered thine enemies into thy 
* hands.” 


Abram gave a tenth part of the ſpoils he had 
taken to Melchizedek, as the prieſt of the moſt 
High ; and then reſtoring the remainder to the 
king of Sodom, © give me” ſaid that prince, 
grateful for the ſervice done him, “ give me the 
< perſons only, and keep the goods to thyſelf.” 


No, 
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No, replied the noble and diſtintereſted pa- 
triarch, I have lifted up mine hand in ſolemn vow 
to the great Lord of heaven and earth, not to take 
from thee the moſt trifling, moſt inſignificant 
thing, leſt thou ſhouldeft ſay, by the misfortunes 
of my people is Abram enriched. I require no- 
thing but refreſhment for my ſervants; and that 
theſe three princes, my friends, Mamre, Eſhcol, 
and Aner, have the portion uſual upon ſuch oc- 
caſfions—let them take their portion. 


Abram, after his return to Mamre, ſeems to 
have been apprehenſive of the conſequences of this 
action to himſelf, from the reſentment of the king 
of Elam, and his allies ; for the Lord in the vi- 
hons of the night, comforts him with theſe words, 
Fear not, Abram, 1 am thy ſhield, and thy ex- 
* ceeding great reward.” Eaſed of his fears of 
the king of Elam by theſe gracious words, what 
had been fo long the firſt wiſh of his heart, recurs 
ſo ſtrongly, he cannot help crying out, © Lord 
„God, what wilt thou give me, ſeeing I go 
* childleſs, and the ſteward of my houſe is this 
*« Eliezer of Damaſcus ? Behold to me thou haſt 
given no ſeed, and lo, one born in my houſe 
is mine heir.“ 


There is ſomething uncommonly pathetic in 
the repetition of the complaint: it was not ſpo- 
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ken in impatience, iti diſtruſt, but in the ſickneſs 
and ſorrow of his ſoul, for a bleſſing long defer- 
ed. Ten years were now elapſed ſince the pro- 
| miſe of a numerous offspring had been laſt made 
: him; Sarai was ſtill barren, and every year made 
k the improbability of her having children ſtil! 
| greater. Was the truth of the Almighty to be 
| queſtioned ? could the determinations of the moſt 
High, like the mind of unſtable man, ſuffer alte- 
ration ? Far were theſe impious imaginations from 
the heart of Abram, yet he pined for the precious 
gift, and half deſponded of its attainment, not 
doubtirg the truth of his God, but his own 
worthineſs. 
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| The great ſearcher of all hearts ſaw the blame- 
leſs reaſons of his ſolicitude, and condeſcended to 
remove his apprehenſions, by affuring him in the 
moſt expreſs terms, that not his ſervant, but one 
born of his own body ſhould be his heir. Then 
bringing him forth from his tent, bade him caſt 
his eyes upon the blue expanſe, and number the 
ſtars, which then glittered in the firmament of 
heaven—innumerable as that bright hoſt ſhould 


his poſterity be; 
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Fully ſatisſied with theſe aſſurances, his firm 
faith in the truth of the divine word, ſo contrary 


to every human probability, in a character fo cau- 
tious, 
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tious, and ſo prudent as Abram's, was imputed 
to him for righteouſneſs, and rewarded accord- 
ingly; for the Lord proceeded to inform him 
that he had brought him from Ur of the Chaldees, 
to give him the land of Canaan. Abram, though 
he ſincerely believed in the promiſes of God, 
yet deſired a token to confirm his faith, and 
which deſire, God immediately condeſcended to 
comply. 


Abram was bade to take an heifer, a ſhe-goat, 
and a ram, all of three years old; a turtle dove, 
and a young pigeon. The beaſts, Abram divided, 
laying the halves at proper diſtances oppoſite to 
each other, but the birds he left whole. 


He is ſuppoſed, upon this occaſion, to have paſt 
between the divided bodies, as the ceremony of 
covenanting then was, making his ſolemn vows 
of obedience to the moſt High God, as the one 
ſupreme Lord; which was his part of the co- 
venant. 


All day he continued by the ſacrifice, driving 
away the birds of prey : at ſun ſer, an uncommon 
darkneſs pervaded the hemiſphere ; a horror un- 
uſual to the firm ſoul of the patriarch, ſeized his 
ſpirits ; for lo! the ſymbols of the divine preſence 
are diſcloſed to view ; a ſmoaking furnace, and a 

burning 
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burning lamp * paſſ between the pieces of the 
ſacriſice; the great Creator and Governor of the 
univerſe, thus condeſcending to enter into an actual 
treaty and covenant with man, and to ratify it by 
every ceremony obſerved on earth. 


The weak frame of a mortal being was unable 
to ſupport the awful reflection, and the ſolemnity 
of ſuch a ſcene; the oppreſt ſenſe of Abram ſinks 
entranced into inſenfibility; a deep fleep ſteals 
over him, whilſt the Almighty communicates his 
part of the covenant, and a prediction of what 
was to come. 


And here let me obſerve, that as-obedience to 
the commands, and adherence to the worſhip of 
the one true God was Abram's part of the cove- 
nant, which was afterwards ratified by every par- 
ticular perſon of his deſcendants in the rite of 
circumciſion, (that being the token of cach indi- 
vidualsg having entered in his own perſon into the 
ſame covenant with God) and the gift of the fer- 
tile and beautiful land of Canaan, upon that con- 
dition, God's part; in after ages when by idola- 
try or diſobedience to the laws eſtabliſhed by 
God, the covenant or agreement was broken, on 
the part of Abram, their land was made the prey 

of 
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of victorious enemies, and themſelves, ſlaves at 
home, or captives in a foreign nation ; but as 
often as they returned to their duty, and renewed 
their covenant with God, fo often did he graci- 


ouſly re-eſtabliſh his own with them, and they 
again poſſeſt the land appointed them. 


During his ſleep, it was revealed to Abram, that 
he ſhould deſcend to the grave of his fathers in a 
good old age; but that his poſterity ſhould ſo- 
Journ and be afflict d in a ſtrange land four hun- 
dred years : at the expiration of which time, the 
Lord would judge the nation which afflicted them, 
and bring them from thence with a great ſub- 
ſtance. And in the fifth generation, (the Amo- 
rites not yet having filled up the meaſure of their 
iniquities) the Lord would give them poſſeſſion 
of the land of Canaan ; from the Nile, the river 
of Egypt, to the great river, the river Euphrates. 


Theſe four hundred years are computed from the 
birth of Iſaac, to the deliverance under Moſes ; 
during which time they were firſt ſojourners in 
Canaan till their ſettlement in Egypt, under 
Joſeph ; and after the death of Levi, in a ſtate 
of abſolute ſlavery. ' 


Abram was too affectionate an huſband to con- 
ceal theſe ſacred communications from his wife; 
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and Satai, though ſhe ardently wiſhed to have 
been mother to ſo important a race, yet beginning 
now from her age and long barrenneſs to deſpair 
of ſuch an event, and unwilling that Abram's af- 
fection for her ſhould retard the completion of 
the prophecy, perſuaded him to take her favou- 
rite attendant, a young Egyptian ſlave, to be an 
inferior wife: that ſhe might at leaſt have the ſa- 
tisfaction of being a mother by adoption. 


Abram, as the promiſe of a numerous offspring 
had not yet been extended to Sarai, complied 
with her requeſt ; but Hagar no ſooner found her- 
ſelf with child, than aſſuming airs of ſuperiority, 
ſhe treated her miſtreſs with ill manners, and con- 
tempt. Sarai, impatient to ſee herſelf inſulted by 
a ſlave, whom ſhe herſelf had raiſed to the honour 
of her huſband's bed; and ſuppoſing his affection 
alienated, and that the behaviour of Hagar had 
his ſanction, expoſtulated with ſome bitterneſs on 
the injuſtice and ingratitude of both. 


Abram, to make her eaſy, told her, that Ha- 
gar was ſtill her flavc, and intirely in her power 
to do with her what ſhe thought proper: Sarai; 
upon this expreſſed her reſentment with ſuch ſe- 
verity, (diſguſted by her flave's behaviour, and 
irritated- perhaps by ſome jealous apprchenſions) 


that Hagar, whoſe fault ſeems to have been the 
vanity 
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vanity of a young heart, intoxicated with unex- 
pected exaltation, and exulting in an imaginary 
ſuperiority, bore very impatiently a return to the 
ſervility of her former ſtation, and her miſtreſs's 
ſeverity, and took an opportunity of flying from 
ker, towards Egypt, her native country. 


But unuſed to the fatigues of travelling, and 
heavy with child, whilſt weary, afflicted and be- 
moaning the cruelty of her fate, ſhe fat beſide a 
fountain in the wilderneſs, the angel of the 
Lord ſpake to her; and calling her Sarai's maid, 
to remind her of her real ſituation, though her 
vanity had ſuggeſted different ideas, inquired from 
whence ſhe came and whither ſhe went. She told 
him ſhe fled from the face of her miſtreſs : the 
angel bade her return to her miſtreſs, and ſubmit 
herſelf to her authority; and to induce her the 
more readily ſo to do, and to comfort her in her 
preſent affliction, he proceeded with this prophe- 
cy: © Behold, thou art with child, and ſhalt bear 
* a ſon, and ſhalt call his name Iſhmael;“ be- 
* cauſe the Lord hath heard thy affliction, He 
will be a wild man; his hand will be againſt 
* every man, and every man's hand againſt him; 
* and he ſhall dwell in the preſence of all his 
5 brethren.” 
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This conciſe but comprehenſive prophecy, not 
only characterizes Iſhmael, but his poſterity to 
this day ; and forms an epitome of their hiſtory : 
like him they were, and ſtill remain, fierce, ſavage, 
intractable ; ſubſiſting upon rapine and plunder ; 
their hand againſt every man, and of conſequence 
every man's hand againſt them : yet in ſpite of a 


world combined againſt them, unconquered, and 


independent as a nation, and ftil! dwelling in the 
preſence of all their brethren. 


Other nations conquering or conquered, and 
mixing with the victors or the vanquiſhed, have 
in time, loſt their peculiar characteriſtic, and 
become blended in mind and name with other 
nations : but the Jews and the Arabians, the two 
deſcendants of Abraham, have ſubfiſted from the 
beginning diſtinct people from all others, and 
bear in many reſpects a ſtrong reſemblance to 
each other. 


Hagar, aſtoniſhed at the omnipreſence of the 
Almighty, adored with grateful heart that mer- 
ciful God, who ſaw and comforted her in her af- 
fliction, though ſhe, had not applied to him for 
ſuccour; and called the place by a name which 
ſignifies “ the well of him who liveth and ſeeth 
„ me: ” ſhe returned humbled to her miſtreſs, 


and was ſoon delivered of a ſor, who was called 
Iſhmael, 
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Iſhmael, as the angel had named him. At his 
birth, Abram was fourſcore and fix years old, and 
had been eleven years in the land of Canaan, 


Abram, no doubt, rejoiced greatly in the birth 
of this ſon, upon whoſe poſterity, as he ſuppoſed, 
was to deſcend the bleſſings ſo often promiſed 
him: but till his happineſs was incompleat, as 
his beloved Sarai could not partake it with him; 
when ſhe gave Hagar to Abram it was with the 
idea of being a mother by proxy; the had fondly 
promiſed herſelf the child of her ſlave would have 
been as her own : but the ſubſequent behaviour 
of Hagar, and her own jealous fears had fo to- 
tally eſtranged them from each other, that Iſhmael 
remained with her merely the ſon of the bond 
woman. 


But though denied the bleſſing ſhe ſo ardently 
defired; her chearful acquieſcence in the will of 
God, and her obedience to, and aſſection for her 
huſband, were ſo meritorious in the eye of Hea- 
ven, that her reward was determined in the way ſhe 
wiſhed, though the completion was ſtill deferred 
for thirteen years ; as a farther trial of the faith 
of Abram, and to manifeſt to ſucceeding genera- 
tions, in a birth ſo intirely out of the common 
courſe of nature, than which nothing could be 


more wonderful but a virgin conceiving a child, 
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that the riſe as well as the eſtabliſhment of thay 
important nation, was by the power of him who 


is the Lord of nature, and intended to eſtect {ome 


giear and glorious purpole. 


In the ninety-ninth year of Abram's age, and 
the thirteenth of Iſhmael's, the Lord again ap- 


peared to Abram ; and declaring himſelf to be 


the Almighty God, exhorted him to keep his part 
of the covenant, as God would eſtabliſh his own, 


by 8 him into a grout” nation, 


Awed by the divine preſence, e fell upon 
his face, and remained in that humble poſture 
whilſt the great Creator continued his diſcourſe, by 
again repeating his promiſes of a numerous poſte- 
Tity ; that his name ſhould no more be callcd 
Abram, + but from henceforth be changed to 
Abraham: * That with his poſterity as well as 
himſelf would he ratify his covenant ; every indi- 
vidual of whom among the males ſhould bear in 
his body a token of his having entered into that 
facred covenant with his God ; they ſhould all be 
circumciſed, every male of his family; and in 
ſucceeding generations, every child which was 
eight days old : and the perſon who ſhould retuſe 
to bear this mark of the covenant of Abraham, 

ſhould 


+ Father. 
Father of multitudes, 
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Mould be excluded from all benefit from it; nor 
be ſuffered to have any ſhare or inheritance m that 
good land which the Lord in that facred agree- 
ment had promiſed, 


Having thus inſtituted the rite of circumciſion, 
the Almighty afterwards informed Abraham, that 
the name of his wife ſhould likewiſe be changed 
from 1 Sarai, to Sarah, for added the L 
ſpeaker, © I will bleſs her, and give thee a fon 
„ alſo of her: yea, I will bleſs her, and ſhe ſhall 
be a mother of nations; kings of people ſhall 
* beof her,” 4 


. 


80 ſtrange did this ſound in the ears * the Pa- 
triarch, that falling again on his face, he ſmiled 
in his heart at the incredibility of the event; and 
thinking it was his duty to bound all his wiſhes in 
his ſon Iſhmael, he cryed with ardency to his God. 
„O that Iſhmacl might live before Thee.” 


The Almighty who knew the thoughts of his 
heart confirmed his wavering faith, by repeating 
in the moſt poſitive and explicit terms © Sarah 
thy witc ſhall bear thee a ſon indeed! and thou 
*« ſhalt call his name Iſaac : and I will eſtabliſh 
* my covenant with him, and with his ſeed after 


64 him 


{ Sarai my princeſs, in a limited ſenſe, to Sarah the prins 
in an indefnite ſenſe, ; * 
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© him, for an everlaſting covenant,” I have heard 
ce thee for Iſhmael; behold, I have bleſſed him, 
& and will make him fruitful and multiply him 
„ exceedingly : twelve princes ſhall he beget, and 
& will make of him a great nation, But my 
& covenant will I eſtabliſh with Iſaac, which Sa- 
& rah ſhall bear unto thee at this ſet time in the 
6 next year.“ | 


The Almighty now left him, and Abraham, 
ever obedient to the commands of his God, im- 
mediately ſet about the operation of circumcifion; 
and ſlept not *till it had been performed upon 
himſelf, upon Iſhmael, and upon all the males 
of his houſhold. 


This ready obedience to the. divine command 
was a few days afterwards rewarded by a very ex- 
traordinary viſit. As he was fitting in the heat of 
the day under the refreſhing ſhade of a ſpreading 
oak, at the door of his tent, contemplating the 
aſtoniſhing promiſe ſo lately made him, which he 
had not yet communicated to his wife, and loſt in 
a ſucceſſion of agreeable reveries ; lifting up his 
eyes and caſting them on the fruitful plain of 
Mamre, he ſaw three men ſtanding near him. 


Ever generous and hoſpitable, he haſtens to 
meet them, bows himſelf reſpectfully towards rhe 
| ground, 
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ground, and in the moſt courteous manner, in- 
vites them to reſt themſelves under the ſhade of 
his oak, and that they would permit his ſervants 
to waſh their feet, and bring them ſome refreſh- 
ment; after which they ſhould be at liberty to 
depart where they pleaſed, 


The invitation was accepted, and their enter- 
tainment prepared with the moſt obliging haſte ; 
Moſes has given us the minutiæ of it: © and 
* Abriham haſtened unto the tent unto Sarah, 
* and faid, make ready quickly three meaſures of 
fine meal, knead it, and make cakes upon the 
* hearth. And he ran unto the herd, and fetcht 
* a calf tender and good, and gave it unto a 
* young man, who haſtened to dreſs it. And he 
e took butter, and milk, and the calf which he 
cc had dreſſed, and ſet it before them.” This was 
without doubt intended for an elegant repaſt ; 
how different the ſimplicity of its preparation from 
modern luxury | 


Abraham did not fit down with his gueſts, but 
humbly waited behind them, with hoſpitable ſoli- 
citude ſupplying their wants; yet Abraham was 
lord of immenſe riches, and thoſe men were wan- 
derers, of whom he knew nothing, | i 
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He did not long remain ignorant of their qua- 
lity, and his humility received its full reward; 
for he was convinced that angels were his gueſts, 
and that the great Lord of the univerſe had ap- 
peared to eat at his table, when one of them in- 
quired for Sarah his wife, and was told by Abra- 
h im that ſhe was in the tent; I will, ” ſaid then 
the heavenly gueſt, © certainly return unto thee 
«according to the time of life; and lo, Sarah 
ce thy wife ſhall have a foo.” { 
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Sarah, who was at the tent door behind them, 
heard this declaration, but conſcious of her ſeaſon 
of life, and not ſufficiently certain of the autho- 
rity of the ſpeaker, laughed with ſome contempt 
at the impoſſibility of the event. 
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Nothing was hid from this ſacred gueſt, though 
Sarah had not ſuffered a word to eſcape her lips, 
and all had paſt in the ſecrecy of her own boſom, 
he turned to Abraham, and demanded with ſome 
ſternneſs,—<* wherefore did Sarah laugh, ſaying, 
£ ſhall I of a ſurety bear a child, which am old? 
« Is any thing too hard for the Lord? at the time 
«© appointed I will return unto thee according to 
6 the time of life, and Sarah ſhall have a ſon,” 


Sarah, finding the ſecret thoughts of her heart 


thus detected, frightened, trembling, and confu- 
ſed, 


ABRAHAM, 2. 


ied, would have excuſed herſelf by denying hes 
{aughter, but was again poſitively told,—* thou 
„ didſt laugh.“ 


The repaſt ended, theſe heavenly viſitants aroſe, 
and walking towards the city of Sodom, Abraham 
accompanied them part of the way; and the Lord 
taking into conſideration the piety and zeal of 
Abraham, determined to acquaint him with the in- 
tended deſtruction of Sodom, Gomorrah, and all the 
cities of the plain, whoſe crimes were become ſo 
cnormous that they called for the vengeance of 
Heaven; ; and this he did whilſt the meſſengers of 
that vengeance walked towards Sodom. 


The benevolent patriarch, alarmed for his ne- 
phew Lot, whom he hoped had retained his in- 
tegrity amidſt the corruption of his neighbour- 
hood; and thinking that the depravity could not 
be ſo general, but that ſome righteous perſons muſt 
have been left among them, humbly aſſumed the 
office of mediator. Approaching hearer from the 
awful diſtance he had hitherto kept, Wilt thou,” 
ſaid he to that gracious Being, who regarded the 
compaſſionate expoſtulations of a heart, warmed 
with pity and univerſal love, with a ſmile of be- 
nignity, * Wilt thou alſo deſtroy the righteous 
{ with the wicked? peradventure there be fifty 


* righteous within the city? wilt thou deſtroy, - 
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ff and not ſpare the place for the fifty righteous 
& that are therein? that be far from thee to do 
c after this manner, to ſlay the righteous with the 
* wicked, and that the righteous ſhould be as the 


wicked; that be far from Thee; ſhall not the 


judge of all the earth do right ? 55 


To which that Almighty judge condeſcended to 
reply, “ if I find in Sodom fifty righteous perſons 
* within the city, then will I ſpare all the place 
6 for their ſakes.” 


„ Behold now, ſaid Abraham, I have taken 
* upon me to ſpeak unto the Lord, who am but 


e duſt and aſhes; peradventure there ſhould be 


&« forty found there ? 


* I will not, ” the Almighty replyed, “ deſtroy 
© it if I find forty there.“ 


The ſame queſtion Abraham put for thirty and 
twenty, and received the ſame anſwer. Again 
urging his petition, he ſaid, © Oh let not the 
Lord he angry, and I will ſpeak but this once; 
* peradventure ten ſhall be found there?“ 


«© will not,“ ſaid the Lord, © deſtroy it for 


* ten's ſake.” 


This ſolemn conference ended, the Almighty 
departed, and Abraham returned to his tent, 
The 
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The two angels in the mean time approached 
near to Sodom, the evening began to dim the face 
of nature, and Lot was enjoying the cool breeze 
in the gate of the city when they entered. Seeing 
two ſtrangers, he aroſe to meet them, ſaluted 
them with great reſpect, and invited them very 
courteoully to his houſe. This invitation they at 
firſt refuſed, but he preſt them with ſo much 
warmth that they were at laſt conſtrained to ac- 
cept it, and entered his houſe with him. 


As this friendly conteſt happened in ſo public 
a place as the gates of the city, the arrival of two 
ſuch beautiful perſonages was noiſed about, In 
the mean time, Lot was bufied in the entertain- 
ment of his gueſts, made a feaſt for them, and 
provided for them what in thoſe days was accounts 
ed a great delicacy, unleavencd cakes baked upon 
the hcarth, 


But before they had laid them down to their 
repoſe, the wicked inhabitants of this licentious 
city, both old and young, all animated by the 
ſame diabolical paſſion, gathered from every 
quarter, ſurrounded the houſe, and demanded 
with great clamour, that the two ſtrangers ſhould 
Þe delivered up to them, 


Lot 
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Lot went out, carefully faſtening the door after 
him to ſecure his gueſts, and mildly expoſtulated 
with them on the wickedneſs of their deſires; but 
they heard him with impatience and menaces. 
He finding them deaf to all his arguments, and 
determined to gratify their paſſions, endeavoured 
to change the object, reſolving at any rate to pre- 
ſerve inviolate the ſacred rites of hoſpitality, 
though at the price of all moſt dear to himſelf, the 
honour of his children, he made them an offer 
which nothing could excuſe but the dangerous 
exigence of the time an offer of his virgin daugh- 
ters as a ſacrifice to their luſts. 


This offer, fortunately for Lot, was refuſed 
with ſcorn and reproach ; © this one fellow they 
& cried, came in to ſojourn, and he will needs be 
& a judge—now will we. deal worſe with thee, 
ce than with them: ” they approached to put their 
threats in execution, and break down the door ; 
when the heavenly ſtrangers ſecing the danger of 
Lot, ſtruck the licentious rabble with blindneſs, 
and drawing him into the houſe, left them to wea- | 
ry themſelves in vain in ſeeking the door. 


The angels then acquainted Lot, that they 
were ſent from the Lord as the miniſters of his 
vengeance on that city, and on all the cities of the 


plain, they being alike in wickedneſs ; and warn- 


ed 
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ed him to leave it immediately with all his fa- 
mily. His two daughters were affianced to two 
young men of the place, to whom Lot haſtened 
and informed of the impending fate of that devo- 
ted city councelling them to ſave themſelves by 
flight with him; but his words appeared to them 
as idle mockery, nor could he perſuade them of 
the truth of his aſſertions. 


He then prepared for his own flight, yet ſo at- 
tacht was he to the luxury and beauty of the place, 
that the mornings dawn found him till lingering 
and unready : and had not theſe angelic meſſengers 
of mercy as well as judgment, been more ſolici- 
tous for his ſafety than he himſelf was, he muſt 
have periſhed in the general ruin ; but taking him 
by the hand, with his wife and two daughters, 
they drew him with a friendly force out of the 
city. So merciful was God to him, both for his 
own ſake and that of Abraham. 


When they were all come without the city, 
« Eſcape, ” ſaid the angels to Lot, © Eſcape for 
©& thy life; look not behind thee, neither ſtay 
* thou in all the plain: eſcape to the mountain 
* left thou be conſumed.“ 


Oh, not ſo, my Lord, replyed the terrified Lot, 
thinking the mountain too far off, and that de- 
ſtruction 
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ſtruction would overtake them before they could 
reach it; and ſhewing the little city of Zoar be- 
fore them, intreated he might be permitted to 
take ſhelter there ; it being near, and a very ſmall 
place, 


In this defire he was indulged, & ſee ſaid the 
te angel I have accepted thee in this thing alſo, that 
& will not ovetthrow this city, for the which 


* thou haſt ſpoken, Haſte thee, eſcape thither ; 


* for, added he to diſſipate the terrors which 
* now poſſ:{t the foul of Lot, I cannot do 
« any thing till thou be come thither.“ 


Lot obeyed with ſo much ſpeed that he reach- 
ed Zoar by the rifing of the ſun, but not with all 
his family; for his wife, diſregarding the divine ins 
junction, and regretting the pleaſures of that vo- 
luptuous city, turned to“ caſt one longing, lin- 
te gering look behind; “ and for her ingratitude 
to the mercy vouchſafed her, was turned into a 
pillar of ſalt, 


No ſooner was Lot etitered Zoar, than the an- 


gry heavens became blazing with the wrath of 


God, and poured down the liquid and ſulphurous 
flames on theſe four devoted cities. A heap of 
ruins now marks to the aſtoniſhed traveller, the 
Place where once they flouriſhed : and from thoſe 

black 
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black and diſmal monuments of the wickedneſs 
of man, and the vengeance of God, riſes fruit, 
fair and lovely to the eye, but diſſolving into 
ſmoke and aſhes on the touch ; emblems of their 
once beautiful appearance and abominable cor- 
ruption. The fertile plain of Siddim, was changed 
at the ſame time to a dead and ſtagnated lake 
of filthy waters; known now by the name of 
Aſphallitis; and endued with ſome fingular pro- 
perties, which diſtinguiſh it from every other 
water in the world: 


Lot remained but a ſhort time in Zoar ; for 
perceiving the manners of its inhabitants of a 
piece with the city he had quitted, and fearing 
the juſt vengeance of God would not be long de- 
layed, haſtened to that mountain to which he had 
firſt been directed; and finding a cave, took up 
his reſidence there; 


The daughters of Lot, though they had left 
their intended huſbands and followed their father 
into his retirement, had minds too much corrupt- 
ed by the libertiniſm of Sodom: ſuppoſing all 
mankind had been deſtroyed with the cities of the 
plain, and that their father's family with all the 
reſt of the earth would become extinct; they pro- 
poſed to each other, and put in execution, the 
zbominable ſcheme of making their father intox- 


H icated 
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icated with wine, and then laying with him, 
From this inceſtuous commerce, ſprang Moab, 
the father of the Moabites, and Ben-ammi, the 
father of the Ammouites. After this we hear no 
more of Lot. 


The goodneſs of Abrahams heart made him 
think it ſcarcely poſſible, but that amidſt the 
number of people which inhabited Sodom, ten 
righteous perſons would be found to fave it, as he 
had petitioned, from the threatened judgments. 
Yet, uncertain of its fate, and anxious for his kinſ- 
man's ſafety, he aroſe early in the morning, and 
haſtening to the place where the evening before 
he had held ſacred converſe with the great Lord 
and Governor of the univerſe, he caſt his eyes 
towards Sodom and Gomorrah, and beheld the 
effects of that dreadful ſhower which had been 
poured upon them by the miniſters of the juſt 
vengeance of God. The ſulphurous flame had 
utterly conſumed them ; and the aſtoniſhed patri- 
arch ſaw the ſmoke of the whole country rifing 
as the ſmoke of one immenſe furnace, 


What muſt have been the feelings of ſuch a 
ſoul as his at this ſtupendous, this dreadful ſcene ! 
—no doubt but that merciful Being who in ten- 
derneſs to him had ſent and ſaved Lot from the 


impending deſtruction, eaſed his benevolent heart 
"08 
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bf its anxiety, by acquainting him with his ne- 
phew's timely flight. 

Yet ſhocked at the fate of ſo many fair and flou- 


rihing cities—though he piouſly acknowledged 
the juſtice of the ſtroke—and diſguſted with the 


country which on that fide had undergone ſo fearful 
a change, he quitted once more the plains of 


Mamre ; and with his wife and family, journeying 
towards the ſouth, entered the country of the 
Philiſtines, and took up his abode in Gera, their 
principal city: 


Sarah, though far advanced in years, was ſtill fo 
amiable a woman, and retained the remains of ſo 
much beauty, as to render Abraham apprehenſive 
of fatal conſequences to himſelf, were he known 
to be her huſband ; he had therefore recourſe to 
the fame expedient he had before practiſed in 
Egypt, the calling her ſiſter. 


Sarah was, as he had conjectured, greatly ad- 
mired in the court of Philiſtine ; and the king 
Abimelech, was ſo much enamoured, that he ſent 
and took her from her ſuppoſed brother, into his 
palace : but he was prevented by a ſevere illneſs 
from carryi- g his deſign into execution againſt 
her honour; 
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This prince though he indulged his paſſions 
was not however an incorrigible character, and 
though he worſhipped his tutelar deities, knew, 
and reverenced the ſupreme God; wha, appeared 
to him in the viſions of the night, whilſt theſe 
alarming words founded in his ears, © Behold 
* thou art a dead man, for the woman which thou 
cc haſt taken; for ſhe is a man's wife.“ 


The terrified king proteſted his ignotance of 
her being married : that deceived by their calling 
cach other brother and ſiſter, “ in the integrity of 
my heart, ſaid he, and the innocency of my 
* hands have I done this.” *I know,” replyed 
the heavenly viſion, “ that thou didſt this in the 
* integrity of thy heart, therefore I withheld thee 
* from finning againſt me, by ſuffering thee not 
* to touch her. Now therefore reſtore the man- 
* his wiſe, for he is a prophet, and he ſhall pray 
&* for thee, and thou ſhalt live. But if thou re- 
6e ſtore her not, know that thou ſhalt ſurely die, 
* thou, and all that are thine.” 


Frightened at the menace, and carefully obſer- 
vant of the divine injunction, Abimelech roſe at 
the dawn of day, and calling his attendants toge- 
ther, informed them of all that had paſſed, who' 
keard him with fear and trembling. He then ſent 
for Abraham, but awed by the ſanctity of his cha- 
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zacter, he reprehended the ſuppoſed deception 
with more ſorrow than anger. What is this 
* that thou haſt done unto us? In. what have 
* I offended thee, that thou haſt brought on me 
* and on my kingdom ſo great a ſin? Thou 
* haſt done deeds unto me that ought not to be 
£ done—What ſaweſt thou, that thou haſt done 
this thing. 


öBecauſe, replyed the venerable patriarch, I 
< thought ſurely the fear of God is not in this 
place, and they will flay me for my wife's fake. 
And yet indeed ſhe is my fiſter; ſhe is the 
© daughter of my father, though not born of my 
* mother; and when ſhe became my wife, and 
** it came to paſs that God cauſed me to wander 
from my father's houſe, I ſaid unto her, this 
« js the kindneſs which thou ſhalt ſhew unto me; 
* at every place whither we ſhall come, ſay of 
* me, he is my brother. 


Fully fatisfied with this anſwer, Abimelech, 
to make Abraham ſome atonement for the un- 
eaſineſs he had given him, made him very valu- 
able preſents of cattle and ſlaves, telling him, that 
his whole kingdom was before him, to chuſe 
whatever place beſt pleaſed him for a reſidence. 
At the ſame time he returned Sarah to her huſ- 
band, telling her, that he had given to her bro- 
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ther a thouſand pieces of filver ; who had fully 


juſtified the virtue of her conduct, not only to 
her own family, but the whole world, 


Abraham then offered up his ardent prayer to 
God for Abimelech and his family ; who healed 
them at the interceſſion of the pious patriarch, 
of thoſe infirmities with which they had been 
afflicted, on account of the intended violence 


to Sarah, 


At length, behold Abraham and his amiable 
wite 1n the zenith of their happineſs : for Sarah 
at the time appointed by the moſt High, was de- 
livered of this long promiſed, long expected ſon ; 
whom Abraham called, Iſaac, as he had been 
named by the angel before his conception : which 
name, ſignifying laughing, or rejoicing, Sarah al- 
luded to when ſhe exclaimed in the tranſports of 
her joy, © God has made me to laugh, fo that all 
© the world ſhall rejoice with me,” What hu- 
man tongue could have found credit with Abra- 
ham that had informed him, Sarah ſhould nurſe 


2 child at her breaſt, — have brought him a ſon 


in her old age 2 


The child was circumciſed on the eighth day ; 
Sarah ſuckled him herſelf ; and at the uſual time, 
{uppoſed to be three years, he was weaned ; the 


day 


ABRAHAM. 103 


day of his weaning, Abraham celebrated with 
great feaſting and feſtivity. 


The birth of Ifaac, fo intirely unexpected, was 
without doubt a great diſappointment to Hagar, 
and her ſon Iſhmael; who had entertained very 
well grounded hopes of being ſole heir to Abra- 
ham's immenſe wealth. They dared not attempt 
to injure this darling child; but vented the bit- 
terneſs, and rancour of their ſouls, in taunts, in 
teaſings, and mockery of the little innocent, in 
the abſence of its parents. 'This was ſoon per- 
ceived by the watchful mother; who, exceedingly 
<xaſperated by the diſcovery, inſiſted upon Abra- 
ham's immediately difcarding both Hagar and her 
ſon, to cut them off from the moſt diſtant hope of 
4haring a part of the inheritance with Iſaac; or, 
perhaps claiming the whole as firſt-born ſon, 
which ſhe ſuſpected they aimed at. 


This peremptorineſs of Sarah greatly diſtreſſed 
Abraham, who could not make her unhappy by 
a denial, yet knew not how to grant her requeſt. 
Iſhmael, though not the heir of Canaan, was ſtill 
his ſon; endeared to him by his infantile careſſes 
—by a thouſand little tender ties. Hagar was 
the mother of this ſon—his wife, though a flave. 
Both had a legal claim to his care, his protection, 
his affections, Could he, confiſtently with his 
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character, conſiſtently with the common duties at 
humanity, caſt them from the ſhelter of his roof, 
deſolate wanderers upon the face of the earth ; 
and leave to all the hardſhips of a vagrant ſtate, 
and precarious ſubſiſtence, a woman habituated to 
a life of eaſe and plenty, and a delicate youth of 
fixteen or ſeventeen, educated with all the ſoft- 
neſs and indulgence of an heir to immenſe wealth? 


The God of mercy, ever attentive to the hap- 
pineſs of his faithful ſervant, decides the cruel 
alternative; and comforts him in this domeſtic 
affliction, by telling him to attend to the deſires 
of his wite, for that his name ſhould deſcend to 
poſterity in the line of Iſaac ; and that he would 
take the wanderers into his protection, and make 
of Iſhmael, becauſe the fon of Abraham, a great 
and powerful nation. 


Eaſed of his tormenting apprehenſions by theſe 
' gracious promiſes, Abraham aroſe early in the 
morning to diſmiſs the poor fugitives, and give 
them all the aſſiſtance which was yet in his power: 
with his own hand he put up ſome proviſions 
for their preſent neceſſities, and ſome water in a 
bottle, which Hagar bore upon her ſhoulder, 
They took their laſt leave—an affecting one with- 
out doubt—and departed, they knew not whither, 


1 
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At laſt they wandered into the wilderneſs of 
Beer-ſheba. The air was hot and ſultry, and fre- 
quently called for the refreſhment of a cooling 
draught : the contents of the bottle were ſoon ex- 
hauſted, and in vain. Hagar ſearches the parched 
deſert for a freſh ſupply. 


Unuſed at Abraham's hoſpitable board to the 
torments of hunger and thirſt ; oppreſt with heat 
and fatigue ; his youthful heart burſting with 
grief at the total diſappointment of all his ſan- 
guine hopes, Iſhmael's ſtrength and ſpirits fail 
him, and he ſinks fainting into the arms of his 
afflicted mother; who, ſcarcely able to drag her 
own weary limbs along, lays him under the ſcan- 
ty ſhade of ſome withered ſhrubs—the dreary 
waſte not affording a more comfortable ſhelter 
from the ſcorching ſun-beams—and retiring to 
ſome diſtance to ſpare herſelf the heart-breaking 
fight of his laſt agonies, ſhe ſat herſelf down 
need J add, ſhe wept ? 


The ears of the Almighty are ever open to af- 
fiction ſuch as hers : again the angel of mercy is 
ſent to comfort the diſtreſt wanderer: to tell her 
again, that of her ſon, ſhould be made a great na- 
tion; and to diſcover to her a well of the pureſt 
water, 


With 
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With a heart ſwelling with grateful tranſport, 
ſhe ran to the well, filled her bottle, and gave to 
the youth to drink ; who found life, health, and 
rranquillity reſtored to him by the cordial draught, 
and a recital of the divine promiſes. | 


They ſearched the deſert, and finding a place 
which was habitable, refided there ſome time: 
neceſſity, that parent of ingenuity, pointing out 
to them methods of ſupplying their wants, taught 
Iſhmael the uſe of the bow, and he ſoon became 
an expert archer. Afterwards they removed to 
the wilderneſs of Paran; and Hagar, herſelf an 
Egyptian, took for her ſon a wife out of Egypt. 


In the mean time, Abimelech obſerving the 
growing powers of Abraham, and that a peculiar 
bleſſing attended all his undertakings, began to 
apprehend danger to his poſterity from ſo potent 
a neighbour ; to ſecure them from which, know- 
ing his piety and firm adherance to his word, he 
entered into a ſolemn league and covenant of peace 
with him, which was to extend to both their poſ- 
terities: Abraham at the ſame time adjuſted ſome 
differences which had ariſen between their ſer- 
vants, relative to a well which the ſervants of 
Abraham had digged, and the ſervants of Abime- 
lech, unknown to that prince, had violently taken 


from them, The beauty of the country, and the 
| friendſhip 
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friendſhip of the king, induced Abraham to refide 
there many years, and plant a grove, in which he 
reared an altar, and dedicated it as a place ſacred 
to the worſhip of the Lord, the one ſupreme ever- 
laſting God, * 


Hitherto, Abraham ſtood firm in every teſt of 
his faith and his obedience, and truſted in the 
truth and power of his God, though the promiſes 
made, had often appeared contrary to the laws of 
nature, and all the probabilities of human reaſon. 
But all former beheſts had evidently tended, 
though the paths were ſometimes ſtrewed with 
thorns, to the accompliſhment of his wiſhes or the 
aggrandizement of his family. How greatly ſu- 
perior, how much more meritorious muſt that 
faith be, which could give up the firſt, the dar- 
ling defire of the ſoul; give up all its earthly 
wiſhes, its earthly hopes of happineſs, and relying 
intirely and without reſerve on the will of God, 
obey implicitly his commands, in full confidence 
that his wiſdom cannot err, or his goodneſs miſ- 
lead from ultimate happineſs, though a darkneſs 
reſt upon its paths impervious to the eye of weak 
humanity ! This would be, without doubt, the 
perfection of faith, where no end could be 
propoſed but the pleaſing God; nor any reaſon 
aſſigned for obedience but his divine command: 
ſacrificing to it the dictates of human reaſon, 
| and 
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and the deareſt, the ſtrongeſt paſſions of the 
human heart. 


To this ſevere teſt was the faith of Abraham 


brought : doubly ſevere from the natural temper 


of the patriarch, which, with all the firmneſs of 
the hero, was compoſed of the warmeſt affections, 
the moſt exquiſite ſenſibilities : ſeverer likewiſe 
from the time appointed for it ; a tune, when he 
had all the reaſon in the world to ſuppoſe the 
difficulties of his life were paſt, and that the 
ſhort remainder would be dedicated to domeſtig 
felicity. 


For he had made a lafting peace with Abimes 
lech, and was quietly ſettled in his dominions 
Was now by the birth of Iſaac in poſſeſſion of 
that bleſſing for which he had ſo long, ſo ardent- 
ly fighed; and in him, ſaw an earneſt of the 
completion of the promiſes of the Almighty ; 
doubly dear was therefore this beloved ſon to 
the father; dearer than her own life to the doat- 
ing mother. All domeſtic broils were appeaſed 
by the diſmiſſion of Hagar and her ſon. Abra- 
ham found himfelf compleatly bleſſed in his pre- 
lent enjoyments, and his future proſpects ; and 


gave his foul a looſe to happineſs. 


Buy 
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But—dreaatul reverſe !—what agonies rent his 
heart when he heard theſe words pronounced by 
that voice, whoſe ſacred accents had hitherto 
breathed comfort and peace; the moſt gracious 
promiſes, the moſt ſolemn affurances of eternal 
felicity “ Take now thy ſon, thine only ſon 
* Ifaac, whom thou loveſt, and get thee into the 
* land of Moriah ; and offer him there for a burnt 
* offering upon one of the mountains which I wilt 
* tell thee of.” Incomprehenfible heaven ! what 
2 ſentence in a father's ear. 


The perfection of human nature does not con- 
fiſt in being devoid of paſſions, but in curbing 
their ' headlong fury: if Abraham had not felt 
ſtrongly felt—as a man—-as a huſband—as a fa- 
ther, the trial would have been nothing : but his 
fears of the power of Omnipotenee, his firm faith in 
its truth, and his confidence in its wiſdom, huſhed 
the ſtorms of his ſoul. He ſwallows his fighs, 
devours his tears, and prepares for an implicit 
obedience. 


Without acquainting his wife or any of his fami- 
ly with his intention, early in the morning, Abra- 
ham aroſe, for his journey was long and fatiguing; 
and taking with him the unſuſpecting victim, two 
ſervants, and an aſs to bear the inſtruments of 
facrifice, he began his melancholy journey, 


On. 
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On the third day, Abraham lifted up nie 
penſive eyes, and beheld the place pointed out 
by God, at ſome diſtance. Stopping his ſervants, 
he ordered them to remain in that place, whilſt 
himſelf and his ſon went and performed the ſacri- 
fice. He took the wood from the aſs and laid it 
upon his ſon's ſhoulders ; and taking the fire and 
a knife they aſcended the mountain together. 


My father, ſaid the innocent youth, impelled 
by a blameleſs curioſity, behold the fire and the 
wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering? 
God will provide himſelf a lamb my ſon, replyed 
the patriarch; 


At length they arrived at the deſtined place: 
Abraham built an altar ; laid the wood in order 
upon it: and then—with ſmothered ſighs and an 
aching heart, the laſt ſtruggles of nature—he takes 
his beloved Iſaac, binds the unrefiſting youth, to 
whom obedicnce to his father and his Creator, 
were the firſt leſſons of his life, and lays him 
upon the altar: he takes the knife, and ſtretches 
forth his trembling hand to give the fatal blow. 


Bleſſed interruption ! his hand is arreſted ere it 


falls, by a voice from heaven—* Lay not thy 


* hand upon the lad—ncither do any thing unto 
him; for now I know that thou feareſt God, 


ſecing 


. 
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* ſeeing thou haſt not withheld thy ſon, thine 
* only ſon from me.” 


Abraham, with extacy looked around, and 
eſpied a ram behind, in a thicket, caught by his 
horns—happy exchange ! him, in a tranſport of 
gratitude, he offered upon the altar intended for 
Iſaac. And whilſt the ſacred ſmoke, aſcends in 
curling volumes to Heaven, again the angel calls 
to him; 


* By myſelf have I ſworn, ſaith the Lord, 
e becauſe thou haſt not withheld thy ſon, thine 
© only ſon, that in bleſſing I will bleſs thee, and 
in multiplying I will multiply thy ſeed as the 
&« ſtars of heaven, and as the ſand upon the ſea 
& ſhore : and thy ſeed ſhall poſſeſs the gate of his 
enemies, and in thy ſeed ſhall all the nations of 
te the earth be bleſſed, becauſe thou haſt obeyed 
© my voice.” | 


With lightened heart and chearful countenance, 
his ſon in his hand, a thouſand times, if it were 
poſhble, more endeared to him by his late dan- 
ger, Abraham rejoined his ſervants at the foot of 


the mountain, and returned with them to Beer- 
ſheba, 


Some 
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Some little time after this, it was told the good 
patriarch, that Milcah, the ſiſter of Sarah, had 
borne his brother Nahor many children; and that 
their youngeſt ſon, whoſe name was Bethuel, was 
married, and had a beautiful daughter called Re- 
bekah. This intelligence muſt have given Abra- 
ham and Sarah great ſatisfaction, as it afforded 
them a proſpe& of Iſaac's marrying into their 
own family. ; 


After this, Abraham returned to the land of 
Canaan, and refided in Hebron or Mamre, his 
former abode ; and here he loſt his beloved Sarah, 
who died at the age of one hundred and twenty 
ſeven. His mourning for her was worthy their 
long affection ; and defirous their aſhes might reſt 
together, he applied himſelf to the people of 
that part of the countty, the children of Heth, 
the fon of Canaan, to requeſt that though he was 
only a ſojourner among them, they would ſell 
him a piece of land for a perpetual inheritance 
to him and his poſterity, to be uſed as a burying 
place; 


But the children of Heth, with great complai- 
ſance, addreſſing him as a mighty prince, offered 
him the choice of any of their ſepulchres for 
the interment of his wife. This Abraham refu- 
ſed, with as much courteouſneſs as it was offered: 


and 
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and intreated them, as they ſeemed to have no 
objection to his burying his dead among them, 
that they would ſpeak to Ephron the fon of Zohar, 
to perſuade him to ſell the cave which was in 
the field of Machpelah before Mamre for that 
purpoſe: 


With this requeſt they readily complied ; and 
Ephron, convening the principle inhabitants of his 
city in the gate, told Abraham, with equal polite- 
neſs and generofity, that in that public audience 
—the witneſſes of his words —he freely gave him 
not only the cave, but the field likewiſe in which 
it was, for the interment of his dead. This oblig- 
ing offer, the independent ſpirit of Abraham 
could not accept ; but infiſted upon his naming a 


price. My Lord, returned the prince of Heth, 


© the value of the land is no more than four hun- 
e dred pieces of filver, (about fixty pounds Eng- 
© liſh) too trifling a matter to be regarded be- 
te tween me and thee,” Abraham immediately 
paid the money, and the cave and field were 
ſecured to him and his poſterity for ever, by all 
the formalities of that country, 


Abraham's only remaining care in this life was 
the happy ſettlement of his ſon Iſaac ; to accom- 
pliſh which, and prevent all connexion with his 
1dolatrous neighbours, he called to him his ſtew- 
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ard, an old and faithful ſervant, whom he intruſt- 
ed with the unlimited care of his houthold and 
ſubſtance ; and required him to take a ſolemn 
oath, with the formalities then in uſe, not to take 
a wife for his ſon from amongſt the daughters of 
Canaan, but to go to Haran, and from Abraham's 
own family to chuſe a wife for Iſaac: and moſt 
probably pointed out to him that daughter, which 
he had been told, Bethuel, the ſon of his brother 
Nahor, had. 


But ſuppoſe, ſaid the prudent ſervant, the wo- 
man ſhould refuſe to leave her own family and 
country, and follow me hither, ſhould I carry thy 
ſon to her, to live again in the land from whence 
thou cameſt ? | 


The Lord God of Heaven, replyed the patri- 
arch, which took me from my father's houſe, and 
from the land of my kindred ; and who ſpake un- 
to me, and who ſware unto me, ſaying, © unto 
«© thy ſeed will I give this land ; ” he ſhall ſend 
his angel before thee, and thou ſhalt take a wife 
from thence. But if the woman ſhall not be wil- 
ling to follow thee, then thou ſhalt be clear from 
this my oath: only bring not my ſon thither 
again. 


- 
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With this neceſſary caution the ſervant took 
the oath, and immediately prepared for his jour- 
ney. Taking with him ten Camels and a fuitable 
retinue of ſetvants, as a proper diſplay of his 
maſter's quality and fortune, with a number of 
rich preſents as a marriage dowry, it being the 
cuſtom of thoſe days to give, and not receive a. 
portion on that occaſion, he ſat forward. 


Coming into Meſopotamia, he arrived at Ha- 
ran, the city where Nahor his maſter's brother 
dwelt; where he purpoſed making his firſt eſſay, 
in the cool of the evening: the time when the 
young women—who uſually eaſed their mothers of 
the houſhold care, at leaſt this moſt fatiguing 
part of it—came out of the city to draw water 
for the uſe of the enſuing day ; that country not 
4bounding in ſprings; and the wells being uſually 
without the gates; for the convenience of the herds 
and flocks which fed in the plains, as well as for 
the inhabitants of the city. 


This cuſtom the ſteward well knew, and ſup- 
poſing a fountain or well the moſt probable place 
for viewing all the moſt worthy and valuable 
young women in the neighbouring city, he placed 
nimſelf by the fide of one, and made his camels 
to kneel around it. Then offering up a fervent 


prayer to the God of his maiter Abraham, for the 
| of ſucceſs 
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ſueceſs of his journey, he petitioned, that as ali 
the people of the country were alike ſtrangers to 
him, he might be directed in his choice of a 
proper wife for Iſaac by this ſign; that the dam- 
ſel of whom ke ſhould beg the refreſhment of a 
little water, and who ſhould have humility and 
good nature cnough to offer to give drink to his 
camels likewiſe, might be the woman appointed. 


Scarcely had he done ſpeaking, when he faw 
a very. beautiful virgin coming from the city, 
with a pitcher upon her ſhoulder ; charmed with 
her appearance, the moment ſhe had filled her 
pitcher and was coming from the well he ran to 
meet her; let me, he cried, I pray thee drink a 
little water. Seeing his camels and retinue, ſhe 
fuppoſed him ſome perſon of conſequence ; drink, 
my lord, ſhe replyed, and with an obliging haſte 
let the pitcher from her ſhoulder into her hand, 
and gave it to him: but her good nature ftopt 
not there, for ſuppoſing by their appearance their 
journey had been a long one, and that they want- 
ed refreſhment, ſhe told him, that ſhe would give 
water to his camels-likewiſe, and in no ſcanty 
quantity, but till they were fully ſatisfied, 


Not waiting for his reply, ſhe poured the re- 
maining water after he had done drinking, out 
of her pitcher into the troughs placed there for 

9 the 
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che purpoſe of watering the flocks, and running 
again to the well the drew for all the camels. 


Delighted with ſo much beauty, good humour, 
and humility, Eliezer, ſtood in filent aſtoniſh- 
ment; hoping that he ſaw the completion of his 
withes, yet ſcarcely daring to flatter himſelf. 
When ſhe had finiſhed her fatiguing work, he 
approached her with great reſpect, and preſented 
her with ſome jewels, which he placed upon her 
head, and gold bracelets of great value for her 
hands, he inquired whoſe daughter ſhe was, and 
whether there was room in her father's houſe for 
himſelf and his camels. 


With an agreeable ſurpriſe he heard her declare 
herſelf the daughter of Berhuel, the ſon of Nahor, 
by Milcah : ſhe hkewiſe told him they had ſuf- 
ficient room and proviſion for himſelf and all 
his retinue. | 


Bleſſed be the Lord God of my maſter Abra- 
ham, cried the pious man in a rapture of joy, 
bowing low his head in grateful adoration, who 
hath not left my maſter deſtitute of his mercy and 
truth ; but hath conducted me in the right way to 
my maſter's brethren, | 
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Rebekah ſtaid to hear no more; for finding by 
theſe words whole ſervant he was, with a joy fu 
impatience ſhe ran home, to give her tamily this 
3 intelligence of their long-loſt kinſman, 


They heard her with an aſtoniſhment which 
could ſcarcely give them leave to credit her words: 
the jewels and the bracelets were however indiſ- 


| putable proofs of her veracity ; ; and Laban her 


brother ran to the well where Eliezer was {till 
ſtanding by his camels, waiting the event of his 
interview with Rebekah, and haſtened him to the 
houſe of his father ; come in thou blefled of the 
Lord, ſaid he, wherefore ſtandeſt thou without ? 
J have prepared the houſe, and room for the 
camels. 


Eliezer immediately complied with this hoſpi- 
table ſummons ; and Laban himſelf aſſiſted in un- 
girding and taking care of the camels. Nothing 
was omitted to diſplay to him what a welcome 


Logs: he was : water was brought for the waſhing 


is own feet, and the feet ot thoſe that were 
with him ; and a plentiful table ſpread before 
them. 


But however fatigued this faithful ſervant 
might be with ſo long a journey, he poſitively 
refuſed taking any refreſhment, till he had decla- 
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zed the occaſion of his viſit ; and —_ deſired 
10 ſpeak, 


I am, ſaid he, Abraham's .ſervant. And the 
Lord hath bleſſed my maſter greatly, and he is 
become great; and he hath given him flocks and 
herds, and filver and gold, and men ſervants and 
maid ſervants, and camels and afles. 


And Sarah my maſter's wife bear a ſon to my 
maſter when ſhe was old, and unto him hath he 
given all that he hath. 


He then proceeded to inform them of Abra- 
ham's extreme defire to ſee his ſon married to one 
of his own family ; the oath he had obliged him 
to take in conſequence of it, and all the minute 
circumſtances of his petition at the well of Haran, 
and his meeting with Rebekah. And now, he 
added, if you will deal truly and kindly with my 
maſter, tell me if you will give me the damſel 
to m/ maſter's ſon to wife? or if you will not, give 
me an immediate anſwer, that I may turn to the 
right-hand, or to the left. 


The hand of God was ſo evidently in the whole 
tranſaction, that Bethuel and his ſon Laban, 
rough neither of them remarkable for their piety, 
both anſwered, that the thing proceeded from the 
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Lord, and that filence and acquieſcence alone be. 
came them. Behold, Rebekah, ſaid they, is befor 2 
thee; take her and go, and let her be thy maſter's 
ſon's wife, as the Lord hath ſpoken. 


The pious Eliezer anſwered by proſtrating him- 
ſelf to the ground, and pouring out his grateful 
heart in thankſgivings to the Lord his God, for 
ſo proſperous a journey. 


He then haſtened to bring forth the nup- 
tial preſents, which conſiſted of valuable jewels, 
and rich and coſtly robes for the bride; and 
many things of great price for her mother and 
brother. 


This important buſineſs ſo happily compleated, 
Eliezer permitted himſelf to partake of the good 
things which were ſet before him, and then re- 
tired to his repoſe, 


But in the morning this indefatigable man de- 
manded his diſmiſſion, the mother and brother of 
Rebekah unwilling to part from her ſo ſoon, in- 
treated her ſtay at leaſt ten days longer with them; 
and the matter was referred to Rebekah, who 
very readily conſented to accompany Eliezer that 
day, and her family took a tender leave of her 


with this bleſſing; be thou, our ſiſter, the mother 
of 
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of thouſands of millions ; and let thy ſeed poſſeſs 
the gate of thoſe that hate them, 


Rebekah, her nurſe Deborah, and her female 
attendants rode upon the camels, and were con- 
ducted by the careful ſteward into the land of 
Canaan, It was upon an evening when they ap- 
proached the rents of Abraham: Iſaac, who had 
been exceedingly diſconſolate for the death of his 
mother, was taking a ſolitary walk in the fields, 
little expecting the return of Eliezer ſo ſoon ; 
when Lifting up his eyes, he was agreeably ſur- 
priſed to ſee that faithful ſervant with the ca- 
mels coming towards him. Rebekah at the ſame 
time ſaw him, and inquired who he was ; upon 
being informed, ſhe alighted from her camel, and 
cover.ng herſelf with her veil, waited in that mo- 
deſt and humble manner to receive his firſt com- 
pliments. 


The ſervant then informed Iſaac of all the oc- 
currences of his journey, who gave Rebekah poſ- 
ſeſñon of his mother's tent. She ſoon became his 
wife; and in her charms and the paſſion he con- 
ceived ſor her, he found an alleviation of his grief, 


After the marriage of Iſaac, which happened 
when he was forty years old, ſo much to the ſatiſ- 
faction of Abraham, he himſelf took another wife 
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by name Keturah, by whom he had fix ſons, But 
to prevent their difputing the inheritance with 
Ti22c, he gave to each of them due portions of 
his riches, and ſent them afar off into the eaſtery 
country, 


It was twenty years after the marriage of Iſaac, 
before Abraham had the happineſs of beholding 
his offspring. At length it pleaſed the Almighty 
to grant the prayers of Iſaac, and Rebekah con: 
- ceived ; but having given up all expectation of 
having children, and uncertain what her indiſ- 
poſition was, ſhe conſulted the Lord, who gave 
her this anſwer ; 


Two nations are within thy womb, and two 
manner of people ſhall be ſeparated from thy 
bowels : the one people ſhall be ſtronger than the 
other people; and the elder ſhall ſerve the younger, 


When the time for Rebekah's delivery came, 
the child which was firſt born was hairy as the 
ſkin of a beaſt, and for that reaſon named Eſau. 
'The other, who was a very beautiful child, follow- 
ed mme liucly after, holding his brother's heel; 
end was named Jacob, which means, ſupplanter, 
in alluſion to the prophecy, that the clder thould 
. s the younger. 
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Abraham lived fifteen years aſter the birth of 
theſe children, and died at the age of one hun- 
dred and ſeventy-five : his ſons, Iſaac and Iſhma- 
el, attended his funeral, and buried him by Sarah, 
in the cave of Machpelah. | 


Abraham's, is perhaps the moſt accompliſhed, 
moſt perfect character, in either ſacred or pro- 
phane hiſtory : in faith and piety to his God, he 
lands unparallelled ; in true bravery, magnani- 
inity, benevolence, courteouſneſs—in a word, in 
every ſocial virtue he never was excelled. 


Iſhmael had twelve fons, as God had foretold, 
who were all princes or heads of tribes, and poſſeſt 
caſtles or cities. Caſt out from his father's family 
and protection; his reſidence, a wilderneſs, and 
violence his recourtc for the eſtabliſkment of him- 
ſelf and his offspring, his intrepid ſpirit ſupported 
him upon all occafions, upon an equality with 
his brethren : and he died a natural death, at the 
age of one hundred and thirty-ſeven, ſurrounded 
by his friends and relations. 
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HE two ſons of Iſaac were now grown up : 
Eſau, rough and hardy, delighted in the 
moſt laborious exerciſes ; was ſkilful in the chaſe ; 
and the fields were oftener his refidence than 
the tents of his father. Iſaac, who was fond of 
veniſon, was pleaſed with his ſon for ſupplying 
him with his favourite repaſt ; and (as ſtrong par- 
tialities frequently grow upon us from contemp- 
tible or inſignificant cauſes) he loved Eſau better 
than his fon Jacob for that reaſon. 


Yet was not the mind of Eſau much more ami- 
able than his perſon ; he appears a ſenſual, blunt, 
uncourteous, unreflecting character: inſenſible to 
all the finer feelings of the ſoul; and obeying the 
preſent impulſe of paſſion or appetite, without 
2ny conſideration of the conſequence to himſelf, 
or the pain it might give to others. 


Jacob, on the contrary, with a very fine per- 
fon, had a more refined turn of mind, and cour- 
teouſneſs of manners; his pleaſures were more 
domeſtic than his brother's, his underſtanding ſu- 
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perior. With a ſoul ſuſceptible of the tendereſt 
impreſſions, the ſtrongeſt attachments, he, by a 
thouſand little obliging attentions, endeared him- 
ſelf to his mother; and if Eſau was Iſaac's, Jacob 
was undoubtedly the favourite child of Rebekah, 


Yet Eſau was the firſt born, and, by right of 
primogeniture, heir to all the gracious promiſes 
of God to Abraham. An advantage for which he 
had but little reverence ; either doubting the 
truth and power of the Deity, or deſpiſing a hap- 
pineſs of which he was not'to partake ; which 
could afford himſelf, ſenſual as he was, no gratt- 
fication, but related merely to the glory of his 
offspring ; the poſſeſſion of Canaan not being pro- 
miſed 'till four hundred years after the birth of 
Iſaac, one hundred of which were not yet expired. 


Not ſo Jacob: fully ſenſible of the truth and 
power of the Higheſt; well acquainted with the 
many ard repeated promiſes to the heir of Abra- 
ham; he could not behold theſe ineſtimable ad- 
vantages of birth-right, without ardently wiſh- 
ing himſelf, and in himſelf his offspring, poſſeſt 
of them. The prophecy before his birth, and the 
name he bore in conſequence of it, afforded him 
ſome hopes; yet who could wreft his right from 
the hand of Eſau, his father's favourite? and no 
one could, ſurely, be mad enough to give up ſuch 

glorious 
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glorious proſpects for the greateſt preſent adyati- 
tages, or the moſt exquiſite temptations of ſenſe! 
— The event proved it otherwiſe. 


Eſau's paſſion for his favourite diverſion kept 
him fo long one day in the fields, that when he 
came home he found himſelf exceedingly faint 
with hunger and fatigue. His brother had pre- 
pared himſelf a pottage made of lentiles, which 
were red, and was going that moment to eat it 
when Eſau entered. Feed me, he cried, with 


ſome of that fame red pottage, for I am faint. 


Jacob, who well knew the impatience of his 
diſpoſition, thought it worth his while to try, if 
even the precious adyantages of his birth-right 
would be regarded, when put in competition with 
his appetite : ſel me then, ſaid he, this day thy 
birth-right: | | 


Behold, anſwered Eſau, I am at the point to 
dic, and what good ſhall this birth- right do to 
me pa very poor , excuſe to himſelf for his utter 
diſregard of it; in a family ſo opulent as Iſaac's 
there could be no danger of dying with hunger, 
it would without doubt have afforded him ſome 
ether refreſhment befides the lentile pottage. 
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Jacob then required a ſolemn oath in confirma- 

tion of his reſignation, which the other, without 
the leaſt objection, complied with; and then de- 
voured that red pottage, for which he was after- 
wards called Even; which fignifies red. 


Thus cheaply did Eſau hold the liberal promiſes 
of his God ; and for ſuch a paltry gratification 
barter that for which Abraham guitted his father's 
houſe and the land of his kindred, warmly attachec 
as he was to his family, to become a wanderer and 
a ſojourner in a land where he was an utter ſtranger 
—of which Sarah was ſo jcalous for her ſon Iſiac, 
that ſhe procured the banithment of Iſhmael, left 
he ſhould prove a rival in ſuch a bleſſing and for 
which, even Iſaac was offered, though not ſlain on 
the mountains of Moriah. h | 


Eſau thus firſt deſpiſing and rejecting the pro- 
miſes of God, was rejected of him; nor could he 
afterwards regain the precious privileges of pri- 
mogeniture, though, as the apoſtle ſays, he after- 
wards © fought it carefully with tears.“ 


7 great famine, ſoon after this tranſaction, hap- 
pening in Canaan, obliged Iſaac to quit it, and 
take refuge with the king of the Philiſtines, in 
Gera, whoſe name, like his with whom Abraham 


deſided, was Abimelech; which ſeems to have 
been 
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been as general a name for the kings of the Phi- 
liſtines, as Czfar for the Roman emperors, and 
Pharoah for the kings of Egypt. 


Whilſt Iſaac was deliberating whether he ſhould 
remain there, or go into Egypt, the Lord ap- 
peared to him, and ſaid, “Go not down into 
& Egypt, dwell in the land which I ſhall tell thee 
* of; ſojourn in this land, and I will be with 
cc thee, and will bleſs thee; for unto thee, and 
& unto thy ſeed will I give all theſe countries; 
e and I will perform the oath that I ſware unto 
« Abraham thy father; and I will make thy ſeed 
© to multiply as the ſtars of Heaven, and will 
give unto thy ſeed all theſe countries. And in 
« thy ſeed ſhall all the nations of the earth be Ve: 
ce becauſe that Abraham obeyed my voice, and 
cc kept my charge, my commandments, my ſta- 
©tutes, and my laws.” 


Iſaac was, it ſeems, poſſeſt with the ſame fears 
of danger to himſelf from the beauty of his wife, 
in the court of an idolatrous king, which his fa- 
ther Abraham had been before, and had recourſe 
to the ſame expedient to avoid it the calling her 
ſiſter: but Abimelech happening from a window 
to ſee ſome familiarities paſs between them, ſuſ« 
pected the truth; and ſending for Iſaac, charged 
him with the deception, and inquired his reaſons 
| for 
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for it. Becauſe, replyed Iſaac, I ſaid, leaſt I die 
for her. What is this, ſaid Abimelech, that thou 
haſt done unto us? one of the people might light- 
ly have lien with thy wife, and thou ſhouldeſt 
have brought guiltineſs upon us. 


Then the generou; king, to remove all Iſaac's 
apprehenſions for his own or his wife's ſafety, 
iſſued an edict, making it death for any of his 
ſubjects to injure them. 


is fears thus diſpelled, and ſecured from all 
danger, Iſaac applied himſelf to agriculture ; and 
received in the firſt year, the amazing increaſe of 
an hundred-fold. The Lord bleſſed all his under- 
takings, and he became in a few years ſo im- 
menſely rich, that the Philiſtines began to be 
jealous of him, and to make his refidence among 
them uneaſy to him by their continual diſputes 
with his ſervants about the wells, which his father 
Abraham had cauſed to be digged, and they had 
diſpitefully filled up, 


At laſt theſe animoſities ran ſo high, that he 
was defired by Abimelech to leave the city ; that 
prince giving as a reaſon for his inhoſpitality, that 


he was grown too potent an inmate, and was mor 
mighty than themſelves, 
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Iſaac departed from Gera, and pitched his tents 
in the valley which ſurrounded it ; but the ſub- 
jects of Abimelech ſtill contending with his fer- 
vants about the wells he caufed to be opened, 
he was obliged to make ſeveral removes to avoid 
theſe difagreeable diſputes, and at laſt came to 


Beer-ſheba, where his father had refided fo long. 


There the Lord appeared to him in the night 
of his arrival, and ſaid, *I am the God of Abra- 
& ham thy father; fear not, for I am with thee, 
© and will bleſs thee, and will multiply thee for 
my ſervant Abraham's ſake” 


Iſaac, in gratitude for theſe gracious words, 
built an altar at Beer-ſheba, and worſhipped the 
Lord ; here he pitched his tent, intending to make 
ſome ſtay; and his ſervants dug a well, a very 
neceflary work in that hot and dry country. 


Abimelech, ſtill apprehenſive of the power and 
reſentment of Iſaac, though he was removed to 
a greater diſtance ; the more afraid of him as they 
faw him highly favoured in all his undertakings, 
by that God whoſe vengeance they feared, though 
they neglected his altars ; took with him one of 
his friends, and the general of his army, and 
came to him to Beer-ſheba, to make a covenant of 
peace with him. 
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; To this Iſaac agreed, after upbraiding the king 
for driving him ſe inhoſpitably from him: he 
made them a feaſt, and after exchanging mutual 
oaths of friendſhip they parted, 


Eſau, though he could be no ftranger to the 
ſolicitude of his family, to avoid all connexions 
with their 1dolatrous neighbours, without con- 
ſulting any thing but h's own paſſions, took two 
women from among the Hittites for wives; 


This conduct of Efau's gave Iſaac and Rebekah 
great diſquiet : yet ſo ſtrong was the partiality 
of Iſaac, that he forgave the diſobedience and im- 
piety of his conduct; and afterwards growing 
blind, feeble, and infirm, and apprehending his 
death to be much nearer than it really was; for- 
getting, or regardleſs of the prophecy pronounced 
before the birth of the children, that the elder 
ſhould ſerve the younger ; and the claim which 
Jacob had acquired by free purchaſe of the birth- 
right, and of conſequence, all its advantages, was 
defirous of giving Eſau that bleſſing which of 
right belonged to the primogeniture; and ſending 
for him, behold, ſaid he, I am old, and I know 
not the day of my death; now therefore take, I 
pray thee, thy weapons, thy quiver and thy bow, 
and go out to the field and take me ſome veniſon, 
and make me fome ſavoury meat, fuch as I love, 
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and bring it to me, that my ſoul may bleſs thee 
before I die. 


There was not honour enough in Eſau's charac- 
ter to repreſent to his father that he was going to 
beſtow upon him what of right belonged to ano- 
ther, and which he had by the moſt ſolemn oaths 
confirmed the refignation of, but he went imme- 
diately to ſeek for veniſon. 


Rebekah, who heard all this, could not pati- 
ently ſee her favourite ſon deprived of ſo precious 
a part of the birth-right as the bleſſing; but well 
knowing it was in vain to expoſtulate with her 
huſband's partiality, ſhe thought ſhe ſhould do 2 
meritorious action, if ſhe could (as Jacob by a uſt 
claim ſtood in the place of his brother) make 
him perſonate Eſau, and ſo transfer the intended 
bleſſing to him; and make the patriarch do his 
younger ſon juſtice without knowing it. 


Calling Jacob to her, ſhe acquainted him with 
| his father's intention in favour of Eſau, and her 
ſcheme to make him aſſume the appearance of 
his brother. 


Jacob at firſt objected to it, alledging that thei? 
perſons were ſo very different, the one being hairy 
and the other ſmooth, that his father by feeling 
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his hands would diſcover the intended deception; 
and he ſhould draw upon himſelf a curſe inſtead 
of a bleſſing. 


Upon me be thy curſe, my fon, Rebekah warm- 
ly replyed, only obey my voice. 


Jacob had no anſwer to make, but immediately 
obeyed her, by bringing to her two kids of the 
goats; of which ſhe made a diſh of ſavoury meat 
ſo nearly reſembling veniſon, that the difference 
could not be diſtinguiſhed. Then taking the 
warm ſkins ſhe put them upon the hands and neck 
of her fon, and dreſſing him in ſome of the cloaths 
of Efau, the gave to him the meat and bread, and 
with proper inſtructions ſent him into the room 
where Iſaac was repoſing. 


Upon his ſpeaking, his father inquired who he 
was; I am, replyed Jacob, Eſau thy firſt born; 
I have done as thou commandeſt me: ariſe, I 
pray thee, fit and eat of my veniſon, that thy foul 
may bleſs me. Iſaac, ſomewhat ſuſpicious, in- 
quired how he had found it fo quickly. Becauſe 
the Lord, ſaid Jacob, brought it to me. 


Come near, ſaid the patriarch, that I may feel 
thee, whether thou art my very ſon Eſau, 
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Jacob went near his father who felt his hands 
and his neck; but, ſo artful was the contrivance, 
he could not diſcover the deceit ; yet not wholly 
convinced, the voice, ſaid he, is Jacob's vaice, 
but the hands are the hands of Eſau. Art thou, 
added he, my very ſon Eſau? I am, faid Jacob, 
Bring near then, faid Iſaac, thy veniſon, that I 
may eat it, and my ſoul may bleſs thee, IA 


Having eaten of what Rebekah had dreſſed, 
and drank ſome wine, come near, ſaid he, to Ja- 
cob, now my ſon, and kiſs me: Jacob came near 
and kiſſed him, and he ſmelled the ſmell of his 
raiment; which diſpelling all his remaining doubts 
of the identity of his perſon, he bleſſed nb, 


See, ſaid he, the ſmell of my ſon is as the ſmell 
of a field, which the Lord hath bleſſed ! There- 
fore God give thee of the dew of Heaven, and the 
fatneſs of the earth, and plenty of corn and wine, 
Let people ſerve thee, and nations bow down unto 
thee : be lord over thy brethren, and let thy mo- 
ther's ſons bow down unto thee. Curſed be every 
one who curſeth thee, and blefled be every One 
who bleſſeth thee, 


Satisfied with"this extenſive bleſling, Jacob de. 
parted from the preſence of his father, 


Thus 
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Thus was the patriarch's intention of fruſtrating 
the decrees of Heaven, by giving to Eſau the 
dominion over his brethren—when the prophecy 
expreſſly ſaid © the elder ſhall ſerve the younger,” 
and he had named him ſupplanter, upon the know- 
ledge of that prophecy—made the inſtrument of 
inſuring it more ſtrongly to Jacob : and his parti- 
ality for a diſobedient and impious fon, puniſhed 
by that very partiality ; for had he not been ſo 
eager to heap every bleſſing upon Efau, but been 
inclined to diſtribute his good things more equal- 
ly, he would have left more for his favourite ſon. 


Jacob was ſcarcely gone from the preſence of 
his father when Eſau entered with the veniſon he 
had taken and dreſt : and addrefled his father in 
much the ſame manner as Jacob had done before; 
let my father ariſe, and eat of. his ſon's veniſon, 
that thy ſoul may bleſs me. 


Who art thou ? cried the patriarch, alarmed. I 
am, replyed the other, thy ſon, thy firſt born 
Eſau, 


Theſe words made Iſaac tremble exceedingly : 
a ſenſe of his injuſtice to his youngeſt ſon, of his 
preſumption in endeavouring to thwart the defigns 
of Heaven, broke in upon his ſoul—who ?—where 


is he, cried the patriarch in great emotion, that 
K 4 hath 
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hath taken veniſon and brought it to me, and 1 
haye eaten of all before thou cameſt, and have 
bleſſed him ?—yea, added he, after a pauſe, ac- 
quieſcing in the juſtice of heaven—and he ſhall 
be bleſſed, | 


Though Eſau had originally brought this misfor- 
tune upon himſelf by his irreverence for the gra- 
cious promiſes of God, and had given up all right 
in them for the deſpicable conſideration of a meſs 
of pottage ; yet the conſequences had never ſtruck 
his ſenſual and ſtupid ſoul 'till now. Weeping 
aloud, in the bitterneſs of his grief and diſap- 
pointment, bleſs me, he cried, even me alſo, 
O my father, | V | 


Thy brother, anſwered Iſaac, came with ſub- 
tilty, and hath taken away thy bleſſing. 


Is he not, cried the enraged Eſau, more incli- 
ned to blame any one than himſelf; Is he not 
rightly named Jacob ? for he hath ſupplanted me 
theſe two times; he took away my birth-right, 
and now he hath taken away my bleſſing alſo— 
Haſt thou not, reſerved one bleſſing for me? 


Grieyed at his ſon's affliction, the ſighing patri- 
arch replyed, behold, I have made him thy lord, 
and all his brethren have I given him for ſervants; 

with 
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with corn and wine have I ſuſtained him and now 
what can I do for thee, my ſon? 


Eſau wept at this account of his father's miſta- 
ken profuſion to Jacob : yet unwilling to depart 
without ſome bleſſing, haſt thou, ſaid he, a bleſs 
ling but for one? bleſs me, even me alſo, O my 
father, 


This extreme urgency for, and faith in the bleſ- 
fing of a father, deſerved ſome reward : behold, 
ſaid the venerable patriarch, his mind that mo- 
ment illuminated by a prophetic ſpirit, behold, 
thy dwelling ſhall be the fatneſs of the earth, and 
of the dew of Heaven from above. By thy ſword 
ſhalt thou live, and ſhalt ſerve thy brother: and 
it ſhall come to paſs when thou ſhalt have the do: 
minion, that thou ſhalt break his yoke from off 
thy neck, 


Unſatisfied with this ſubordinate bleſſing, the 
| ſoul of Efau burnt with anger and a defire of re- 
venge ; the days of mourning, ſaid he, for my 


father are at hand, then will I flay my brother 
Jacob, 


This murderous intention was told to Rebekah, 
who in her fears for her ſon's ſafety, and the mea- 
ſures ſhe was obliged to purſue in conſequence of 

them 
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them the baniſhing ſo beloved an object from 
her preſence, perhaps for life — found her puniſh, 
ment for taking crooked pachs to accompliſh even 
a juſt purpoſe. 


Sending for Jacob, ſhe acquainted him with 
Als brother's threats, and then propoſed to him 
nis flying to Laban, her brother, and ſtaying with 
him 'till the anger of Eſau was ſubſided-—until, 
ſaid ſne, thy brother's fury turn away, and he for- 
get that which thou haſt done to him; then will 
J fend and fetch thee from thence - hy ſhould I 
be deprived alio of you both 1n one Gay ? 


Then to induce Iſaac to comply with his remo- 
val, Without alarming him with the, real reaſon, 
ſhe complained to him—of what indeed had been 
a great grievance to both their neighbours, the 
daughters of Heth: if Jacob, ſaid ſhe, take a 
wife of the daughters of Heth ſuch as theſe that 
are round about us, what good ſhall my life do me? 


The apprehenſions of ſuch an alliance, determi- 
ned Iſaac to take the very ſtep ſhe wiſhed. He 
ſent for Jacob; and having clearly perceived it 
was the will of the Almighty that the line of Abra- 
ham ſhould be continued in Jacob, and not in 
Eſau, he unrepiningly acquieſced in the divine 
diſpoſal, though contrary to his wiſhes ; and after 


having 


9 
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having ſtrictly charged him not to take a wife 


from the daughters of Canaan, but to repair to the 


houſe of Bethuel, his mother's father, and take 
a wife from the daughters of Laban, her brother, 
he repeated this ſolemn bleſſing: 


* God Almighty bleſs thee, and make thee 
ff fruitful, and multiply thee, that thou mayeſt 


be a multitude of people: and give the bleſ- 


ſing of Abraham to thee, and to thy ſeed with 
thee; that thou mayeſt inherit the land wherein 
* thou art a ſtranger, which God gave unto 


Abraham.“ 


Elau being informed that Iſaac had confirm- 
ed his former bleſſing to Jacob, and charging 
him not to take a wife from the daughters of 
Canaan, had ſent him to Padan-aram to take one 
from his mother's family : perceiving by this in- 
junction and journey, how exceedingly diſagree- 
able his own marriages had been to his parents; 
acting with his uſual ſagacity and prudence, he 


determines now to put things into a right train, 


and pleaſe them by taking another wife to the 
two already had; from the family of Abraham 
indeed, but a daughter of Iſhmael, the ſon of 
che bond-woman, 


In 
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In the mean time, Jacob was departed from 
Beer-ſheba, uncertain when, or if ever he ſhould 
be ſuffered to return, or ever meet the eyes of his 
beloved mother again. He carried with him ng 
nuptial preſents to his intended bride ; no retinue 
of ſervants and camels to diſplay the wealth of 
his father, and guard him from the dangers, and 
leflen the fatigues of a journey, through a long 
tracktof country, filled with a varicty of wicked 
and idolatrous nations. He was alone, on foot, 
no fortune but the cloaths he wore, no defence 
but his ſtaff.— Dearly had one deviation from the 
path of rectitude coſt him; yet that deviation was 
occaſioned by his implicit obedience to the com- 
mands of a mother. And that great Being who 
knows the ſecrets of all hearts, would not ſuffer 
to go unrewarded his firm faith in the promiſes of 
God to his family; his ardent defire, his diſinter- 
eſted zeal to acquire to his poſterity a bleſſing 
which promiſed no gratification to himſelf, but 
related merely to their glory: and that night gra- 
ciouſiy comforted his almoſt deſpondent heart, 
and confirmed to him his higheſt hopes. 


For Jacob finding himſelf fatigued and night 
coming upon him, laid himſelf down in the open 
fields, the Heavens being his canopy, and a large 
ſtone his pillow, and buried all his cares and dil- 


Juiets in a profound repoſe 
| : Abou; 
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About midnight an awful viſion preſented itſelf 
to his imagination. He thought a ladder was 
placed near him of ſuch an immenſe height that 
its top reſted in the heavens, and that angels aſ- 
cended and deſcended upon it: above it ſtood the 
Lord, who ſpake to him theſe words; 


ce am the God of Abraham thy father, and 
* the God of Iſaac : the land whereon thou lieſt, 
* to thee will I give it, and to thy ſeed. And 
te thy ſeed ſhall be as the duſt of the earth; thou 
* ſhalt ſpread abroad to the weſt, to the caſt, to 
« the north, and to the ſouth, Aud in thee, and 
* in thy ſeed ſhall all the families of the earth be bleſ- 
« ſed. Behold, I am with thee, and will keep 
& thee in all places whither thou goeſt, and will 
* bring thee again into this land: for I will not 
leave thee, untill I have done that which I have 
** ſpoken to thee of.“ 


The glorious viſion ceaſed, and Jacob awoke 
from his ſleep. It was the firſt time the Lord 
had vouchſafed to make himſelf known to him; 
and the ſolemn darkneſs and ſtillneſs of the 
night contributed to impreſs his mind with the 
greater awe—ſurely, faid he, the Lord is in 
this place, and I knew it not. His fears increa- 
fing with that reflection How dreadful, added 
he, after a pauſe, is this place! This is no 

| other 
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other but the houſe of God ; and this is the gate 
of Heaven. 


He aroſe with the dawning day; and ſetting 
upright for a pillar the ſtone on which he reſted 
his head, he poured oil upon it; ſanctifying it 
as a ſacred monument of his viſion, and his ſo- 
lemn vows to Heaven, which he made in theſe 


words; 


If God will be with me, and will keep me in 
this way that I go, and will give me bread to cat, 
and raiment to put on, ſo that I come again to 
my father's houſe in peace, then ſhall the Lord 
be my God: and this ſtone which I have ſet up 
for a pillar, ſhall be God's houſe : and of al! that 
thou ſhalt give me, I will ſurely give the tenth 
unto thee, 


Then, naming that place Bethel, which ſigniſies, 
the houſe of God, and was before called Luz, he 
purſued, with new ſpirit, his weary way. 


At length, Jacob entered Meſepotamia, and 
approaching a large city, he ſaw a well in the 
fields near it, around which lay three flocks of 
ſheep: entering into converſation with the ſhep- 
herds, he inquired what place they belonged to 


they anſwered, Haran. Rc<oiced to find himſelf 
| ſo 
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ſo near the habitation of his uncle, he aſked them 
if they knew Laban the ſon of Bethuel ; they told 
him they did, that he was well, and that in a few 
minutes he would ſee Rachel, Laban's daughter, 
with her tather's ſheep, which ſhe conſtantly at- 
tended. Thinking they managed their flocks ill 
in gathering them together in the heat of the 
day, ſo long before the time of folding them, he 
adviſed the ſhepherds to water their ſheep, and 
drive them to, feed: they replyed, that their cuſ- 
tom was to wait till all their flocks were gather- 
ed together, and then to roll away the large ſtone 
which he might perceive covered the mouth of 
the well, and water the flocks all-together. 


Whilſt they were thus talking, Rachel, the 
beautiful ſhepherdeſs, appeared with her flock. 
Jacob no ſooner ſaw her than he ran to the well, 
rolled off the huge ſtone which covered its mouth, 
and watered the flock of Laban. Then having 
by this little ſervice merited her attention he ap- 
proached his fair coufin, ſaluted her, and told 
her with tears of tenderneſs how nearly they were 
relatcd. 


She heard him with joy, and ran to inform 
her father of his arrival; who haſtened to meet 
him, received him with every expreſſion of Kkind- 


neſs, and brought him into his houſe; where 
Jacob 
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Currences, 


Laban learning by this relation that Jaco 
would be under a neceffity of abſenting himſelf 
from his father's houſe ſome time : and finding 
him, after a month's reſidence in his family, ex- 
tremely active and aſſiduous in aſſiſting him in the 
management of his buſineſs; which he perfectly 
well underſtood, told him, with an appearance of 
great generofity, that though he was a near rela- 
tion, he did not think himſelf juſtified in requir- 
ing his labour for nothing, and defired him to 
name his wages. 


Jacob, who from the moment of his firſt inter- 
view with Rachel had conceived a tender affec- 
tion for her, replyed to his uncle, that as from 
the preſent circumſtances of his affairs he had it 
not in his power to give a nuptial dowry, if La- 
ban would think his care and aſſiſtance a proper 


equivalent, he would ſerve him ſeven years for 
Rachel. 


To this propoſal Laban without heſitation 
agreed, proteſting, he had rather give his daugh- 
ter to him than any other man : and Jacob ſerved 
his ſeven years for Rachel, his extreme fondneſs 
for her making it appear but as a few days. 


At 
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At the expiration of the term, Jacob demanded 
his wife; and Laban made a great feaſt, and in- 
vited all his friends to partake of it and honour 
the nuptials with their preſence: and in the even- 
ing, the bride was led with the uſual ceremo- 
nies, veiled, to the apartment of her huſband. 


Bur the artful and ſelfiſh Syrian, unwilling to 
part from ſo active, fo careful a ſervant, for 
whoſe ſake he ſaw himſelf bleſt with an aſtoniſhing 
increaſe of his ſubſtance; and plainly perceiving 
his fondneſs for Rachel great enough to make him 
ſacrifice every thing to obtain her; had, inſtead of 
his youngeſt, led his eldeſt daughter to the bed 
of Jacob: who with inconceivable diſappoint- 
ment in the morning, diſcovered, inſtead of the 
beautiful Rachel, the hard-favoured, weak-eyed 
Leah. 


He expoſtulated warmly with Laban on this 
deceit; who excuſed himſelf by ſaying, it was 
the cuſtem of that country never to give the 
youngeſt daughter in marriage before the eldeſt: 
but that if he would ſerve ſeven more years for 
Rachel, ſhe ſhould be given to him, after he had 
fulfilled Leah's nuptial week. 


Jacob's ardent paſſion for Rachel induced him 


to comply with this unreaſonable demand; though 
L he 
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he deteſted the fraud and avarice, which had thus 
taken advantage of that attachment to engroſs 
the ſeaſon of his youth, and the bleſſing of Heaven 
which attended him; and prolong ſor ſuch a term 
of years a laborious and fatiguing ſervitude; which 
had drawn him into polygamy which his family 
had hitherto avoided ; and forced upon him a 
woman he very much diſliked. Accordingly after 
the week of feaſting upon account of his marriage 
with Leah was ended, Rachel wes given to him: 
and Laban gave to each of his daughters a young 
female attendant ; to Leah he gave Zilpab, and 


to Rachel, Bilkah. 


Jacob loved Rachel with an increafing affection; 
but Leah he beheld with a diſlike bordering upon 
averſion. The unkindnefs of his conduct to her, 
whoſe duty to her father, perhaps, made her the 
innocent inſtrument of his avarice, and Jacob's 
diſappointment, rendered her very unhappy : and 
God to comfort her in her aflition made her the 
mother of four ſons ; Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and 
Judah: and to puniſh Rachel's unfceling tri- 
umph over ker ſiſter in their huſband's affection, 
reſtrained her from bearing. 


Rachel beheld the fruitfulneſs of her ſiſter with 
envy, and with great fretfulneſs and ill humour 
ſaid to Jacob, give me children, or elſe I die. 


Aw 
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Am I, replyed Jacob with ſome anger, in God's 
ſtead, who hath withheld from thee the fruit of 
the womb ? : 


She then had recourſe to Sarah's expedient, the 
giving her maid to her huſband, purpoſing to adopt 
the children ſhe ſhould have for her own. By 
Bilhah, Jacob had two ſons, whom Rachel named 
Dan and Naphtali. | 


Leah, by this time thinking ſhe ſhould have 
no mote children, and defirous of retaining that 
only ſuperiority over her fiſter, followed the ex- 
ample of giving her handmaid to her hutband, by 
whom likewiſe he had two ſons, whom Leah na- 


med Gad and Aſher. 


Jacob ſuffered his diſlike to Leah to grow fo 
much upon him, that at laſt he became totally 
eſtranged from her, and intirely engroſſed by his 
adorcd Rachel. Reuben, the eldeſt fon of Leah, 
having been 1n the time of wheat harveſt rambliag 
in the fields, brought home ro his mother ſome 
very beauriful and ſcarce flowers; with which 
Rachel was fo charmed, that ſhe intreated her 
Gſter to give them to her: but Leah with great 
peeviſhneſs replyed to the requeſt—without re- 
fleting it was her ſiſter not herſelf was the choice 
of Jacob, and that the had been forced upon him 

LE by 
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by an artifice which had prolonged his ſervitude. 
ſeven tedious years—1s it a {mall matter thou haſt 
taken my huſband from me? and wouldef thou 
deprive me of the trifling enjoyments I have left 
even of my ſon's flowers likewile ? 


Rachel retorted not, as ſhe might have juſtly 
done, but offered her their huſband's company 
that night in exchange for the flowers ; this was 
accepted, and the fruit of Leah's hire was Iſſa- 
char : afterwards ſhe brought Jacob, the fixth 
ſon, whom ſhe named Zebulun, and a daughter 
whom ſhe called Dinah. 


Rachel wearied Heaven with inceſſant prayers 
for children, and at laſt it pleaſed God to give 
her a ſon; rejoicing that the reproachful epithet 
of barren could no more be applied to her, ſhe 
called him Joſeph, which is, adding ; propheti- 
cally foretelling that God would give her anos 
ther ſon; 


About the time of this child's birth, Jacob's 
fourteen years were expired, who then demanded 
his diſmiſſion from Laban—that he would give 
him his wives and his children, that he might 
return to his father's houſes 


But 
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But Laban was fill unwilling to part from him; 
be duly found the good eflects of his care, and 
th: bleſñiag which attended all his undertakings, 
arid wiſhed to retain him longer in his ſervice : 
this he waz ingenuous enough to confeſs to Jacob, 
ce iring him to name what wages he thought ſatiſ- 
Tory for his time and care, which he would 


zun! pay. 


Jacob had experienced his ſordid and rapacious 
temper: he had acknowledged his reaſon for 
wiſhing his continuance with him was for his own 
emolument, not for the generous purpoſe of ſerv- 
ing Jacob, or enabling him to provide for his 
growing family, though the children of his own 
dau rhters; and Jacob very juſtly ſuppoſed, that 
the man who could cheat him of ſeven years ſer- 
vice, would be fruitful in artifices to defraud him 
of any reward he ſhould appoint for his labour : 
therefore, with equal prudence, and pious reliance 
ou the goodneſs of that power which had hitherto 
protected him, upon whoſe bounty he intirely 
th:<w ahi aſelf, Jacob endeavoured to place this 
matter upon ſuch a foundation, that it was almoſt 
impoſſible any future diſputes or cavils could 
ariſe. 


After reminding Laban that when he came firſt 
into his family, his flocks and his herds were few 
5 L 3 in 
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in number, but that by the bleſſing of God upon 
his care of them, they were now increaſed to a 
great multitude ; Jacob added, that it was now 
become neceflary to think of himſelf, and the 
means of 47585 a 2 for his numerous 
and increaſing fa mil | 


Laban affented to this, and again demanded 
what wages he ſhould give him ? 


Thou ſhalt not give me any thing, auſwered 
Jacob, bur if thou wilt conſent to what I ſhall 
propole, I will again feed, and keep thy flock. 


Which propoſal was this, that they ſhould that 
day go among the ſheep and goats, and ſeparating 
from them the ſpeckled and brown, leave only 
the white of each fort to the care of Jacob; 
who would require no other wages from Laban, 
than the young ones which ſhould be produced 
ſpeckled and brown from thoſe white ones left in 
his care; that his integrity, he told Laban, might 
appear at a future period without impeachment, 
he defired that every one he claimed as his own 
might be accounted ftolen, which was not ſpeck- 
icd and ſpotted among the goats, or brown among 


the ſheep, 


10 ſteag 
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Inſtead of repreſenting to his ſon-in-law, as a 
man of any generoſity would have done, that this 
maſt prove a very inſuſficient proviſion for a large 
family; as in all probability the breed from 
whole-coloured cattle would remain ſo in general, 
with only now and then a trifling variation, the 
avarice of Laban immediately cloſed with the 
propoſal : and to cut off Jacob as much as poſſible 
from every chance of reaping any advantage from 
the agreement he had made, Laban placed the 
ſpeckled er:tle under the care of his own fons, 
an deo them three days journey from the flocks 
of Jeb, to prevent any accidental mixture. 


This vn generous ſtrictneſs put Jacob upon 
thinking what might be done by the power of the 
imagination ia the mind of the brute ; and in the 
ſeaſon of their breeding, he placed in the brooks 
where the floacks drank, twigs of wood, whoſe 
bark was of a dark colour, which he ſtript in 
places ſo as to make the contraſt of the inner wood 
more conſpicuous in ſpots and ſtreaks. 


Inadequate as this ſimple expedient appears to 
change the uſual order of nature, and work any 
important effect, by it was the avarice of Laban 
puniſhed, and the faith of Jacob rewarded ; for 
the Almighty by giving it an aſtoniſhing efficacy, 
took from Laban the riches he had given him for 

L 4 the 
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the ſake of Jacob, and gave them to Jacob; when 
Laban rapacioufly fought to engrots the bleſũng 
which attended his nephew, and deprive him of 
- every means of ſupporting his family, 


The flocks of Laban now brought ſorth mot- 
tled ſheep, and dark- coloured goats in grea 
abundance, which Jacob was careful to ſeparate 
from the white ones, and form a flock for himſelf. 


Alarmed at this unexpected event, Laban 
changed the terms of the wages of Jacob, and 
confined him alternately to each particular ſort of 
variegation among the flocks; as to the ſpotted 
only, then to the ring- ſtreaked, and fo on: which 
though contrary to the original conditions of their 
agreement, which extended to al the varieties of 
variegation, Jacob peaceably acquieſced in all his 
appointments; and Laban had conſtantly the mor- 
tification to find the flocks bringing forth that 
particular fort ſet apart for the wages of Jacob. 
And ſuch ſucceſs had Jacob, that he did not ſet 
his peeled rods or twigs indiſcriminately before 
all the cattle, but only before the healthy and 
ſtrong, ſo that his flocks were more ſtrong and 
healthy than Laban's, 


Thus Jacob increaſed in ſubſtance, and grew ex- 


ceedingly rich, and F men- ſervants, maid» 
ſervantg 
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ſervants, camels and aſſes; which conſtituted the 
wealth and grandeur of thoſe early ages. This 
ſplendour was beheld with great diſcontent by 
Laban and his ſons, and Jacob overheard his bro- 
thers-in law complaining to each other, and ſay ing, 
Jacob hath taken away all that was our father's ; 
and of that which was our father's hath he gotten 
all this glory. Jacob obſerved likewiſe that Laban 
looked with diſtance and reſerve upon him. 


Alarmed at all this, and apprehenſive ſome 
conſpiracy was forming againſt him, whilſt Ja- 
cob was deliberating with himſelf what methods 
he ſhould purſue, the Lord appeared to him, 
and ordered him to return to the land of his 
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In obedience to the divine command, Jacob, 
the next day, ſent for Rachel and Leah into the 
fields where he was attending his flocks, as a place 
where their converſation would not be overheard : 
after telling them what he had obſerved in the be- 
haviour of Laban and his ſons, he repreſented to 
them with what fidelity he had ſerved their father, 
and the ungrateful and deceitful return he had 
invariably received from him ; that the riches he 
poſſeſt were not from the generoſity of Laban, 
but the bounty of Heaven, who had turned the 


evil deſigns of Laban to his advantage : he then 
informed 
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ip formed them of the command of God to return 


* 
to Canada. 


Is wires aſſented to the juſtice of his com- 
Mints; adding, that by his ſale of them, their 
t-rhcr had treated them as ſlaves and aliens to his 
bod, they bad therefore nothing more to expect 
from him: and that as what riches Jacob poſſeſt 
ere the gift of God, they defired he would do 
whatever that God who had ſo graciouſly bleſt 
Lim, required of him, 


Upon their ſo readily conſenting to depart with 
lim, Jacob took the advantage of Laban's ab- 
ſence, who was gone to the ſhearing of thoſe ſheep 
which were in his ſons cuſtody ; and getting to- 
gether the whole of his ſubſtance, he left Haran, 
with his wives, children, cattle and ſervants, in 
as private a manner as it was poſſible for ſo large 
a company to do. Deborah, Rebckah's nurſe, 
who went with her into Canaan, but who probably 
returned afterwards to her family and friends in 
Ilaran, attached to the daughters of the family, 
and deſirous perhaps of ſeeing Rebekah once 
agen, accompanied them. And Rachel, who 
though ſhe had been taught by her huſband to re- 
verence and adore the Lord, the God of Heaven, 
yet ſtill ſecretly attached to the idea of local tute- 
tary deities, ſtole and carried with her, without 


the 
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the knowledge of Jacob, her father's teraphim, 
or houſehold gods; probably to be their imme- 
diate protectors in their journey. 


Intelligence of the departure of Jacob, was 
ſoon diſpatched to Laban ; but as his flock was 
ſtill kept at the ſame diſtance in which he firſt 
placed it, it was three days before the news reach- 
ed him: enraged, as if he had been unjuſtly de- 
prived of thoſe riches which Jacob had taken 
with him, he aſſembled his family, and purſued 
him fix days, buraing with malice and revenge. 


But on the fixth nicht, the Lord appeared in a 
dream to Laban, and warned him to be careful 
of what he ſaid to Jacob. Fully ſenfible of the 
power of the Higheſt, though not of the unity of 
the God-head, and fearful of the conſequences of 
offending fo powerful a Deity, when on the cloſe 
of the ſeventh day he approached Jacob, who had 
pitched his tents for the night on mount Gilead, 
the diſappointed Syrian was obliged to check the 
paſſions of his followers, to ſmooth his rugged 
brow, and inſtead of his intended violence, to 
accoſt his nephew with gentle complaints of un- 
kindneſs, in taking away his daughters and their 
children, without ſuffering him to take a parting 
kiſs, and diſmiſs them with muſick and dancing, 


the uſual cuſtom, 
| Yet 
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Yet he could not help hinting how much it way 
in his po ver to revenge any injury by the ſup-riop 
number of his followers, was he o diſpoſed; but 
that the God of Jacob had appeared to him the 
procecing night, warning him to take hecd of 
wha: he aid. And now, added he, though thou 
v ouldeſt ne & be gone, becauſe thou ſore longeſt 
after thy father's hour, yet where ſore haſt thoy 
ſlolen my gods? . 


Job made no other enſwer to this affected 
tenderneſs, than that be feared he would have 
ſo.c:biy taken his daughters from him; and rey 
garding the charge of theft as a mahic.ous aſler- 
tion to excuſe bis following him, he inſiſted upon 
Laban's ſearching the tents in the preſence of all 
their brethren, and taking from thence whatever 
he found of his own; adding, that the perſon with 
v hom the images were found ſhould ſurely die. 


Laban immediately began the ſearch, firſt in 
Jacob's tent, then the two hand-maids, then in 
Lcah's, and laſt of all in Rachel's; who had found 


time to conceal theſe impotent deities in the cam- 


el's furniture, ſat herſelf down upon them, and 


. when her father entered, excuſed herſelf on ac- 


count of indiſpofition from the ceremony of ri- 
ſing at his preſence ; ſo he contented himſelf with 


ſearching, to no purpoſe, the reſt of the tent. 
When 
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When he returned with an account of his fruits 
leſs ſearch, Jacob, whoſe patience was exhauſted 
at this, as he ſuppoſed, groundleſs and malicious 
imputation of robbery, was (in the -language of 
our tranſlation in the common Bible, and I can 
find none more ſtrongly expreflive) wrath, and 
chode with Laban; and faid, what is my treſpaſs? 
what is my fin, that thou haſt fo hotly purſued af- 
ter me? Whereas thou haſt ſearched all my ſtuff, 
what haſt thou found of all thy houſchold ſtuff? 
—ſet it here before thy brethren, and my bre- 
thren, that they may judge betæixt us. 


Theſe twenty years have I been with thee, thy 
ewes and thy ſhe-goats have not caſt their young, 
and the rams of thy flock have I not eaten: that 
which was torn of beaſts, I brought not unto thee, 
I bare the loſs; and of my hand didſt thou re- 
quire that which was ſtolen, whether ſtolen by 
night or day. 


And this was my ſtate, in the day the drought 
conſumed me, and the froſt by night, and my 
ec p departed from mine eyes. In this manner 
have I been twenty years in thy houſe, I ſerved 
thee fourteen years for thy two daughters, and fix 
years for thy cattle, and thou haſt changed my 
wages ten times. Yet except the God of my fa- 


ther—the God of Abraham, and the fear of Iſaac 
had 
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had been with me, ſively thou hadſt ſent me away 
now empty—God hath ſeen my affliction, and the 
labour of my hands, and rebuked thee yeſternight. 


Jacob might likewiſe have added to the accour 
of Laban's injurious treatment, his ſubſtitutin; 
the elder for the younger daughter, and defrauding 
him of ſeven of theſe years of ſevere ſervitude, 
and unremitting labour: but Leah was now his 
wife, the mother of ſeveral children, the reflection 
might have wounded her peace ; and there is great 
delicacy in Jacob's ſilence, on a circumſtance 
which had hurt him ſo much. 


Laban could make nd other anſwer to the juſt 
teproaches of Jacob, than that Jacob's wires were 
his daughters, their children, his childret—all 
which he ſaw were his: therefore it would be 
highly unnatural in him to lift up his hand againſt 
thoſe which were his own. Then to terminate a 
diſpute which redounded fo little to his honour, 
and to prevent Jacob from revenging the injuries 
he had received, when he became ſufficiently pow- 
erful, upon himſelf ; or retaliate the father's inju- 
' rious treatment upon the innocent daughters 
Judging of the heart of Jacob, by his own narrow 
ungenerous ſfoul--he propoſed making a folemn 
covenant of peace between them. 


To 
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To this propoſal, Jacob readily agreed; and ſet 
up a ſtone as a memorial of it on his part, and 
cauſed a large pile of ſtones to be heaped as 7 
monument on the part of Laban. Then they mo- 
. tually ſwore by the God of Abraham, not to v 
by that pillar and that heap to injure each other : 
and Laban required Jacob further to ſwear, tht 
he would not afflict his daughters, or take ober 
wives beſides them. 


Theſe mutual oaths were confirmed by a ſo- 
lemn ſacrifice to that God whom they had invoked 
as witneſs of their vows, The day was concluded 
by feaſting upon the ſacrifice : and as a farther 
proof of their good faith in each other, they con- 
tinued all night in the mountain together, Early 
in the morning, Laban took a tender leave of his 
daughters and their children, and departed, 


As Jacob advanced towards Canaan, the fears 
of his brother Eſau's reſentment—for his mother 
had not ſent him the wiſhed for intelligence of its 
being appeaſed—recurred ſo ſtrongly, that to 
calm his mind, and diſplay to him that power 
which protected him, it pleaſed the Almighty to 
give him a view of two mighty armies or camps 
of Angels; | 


Encouraged 
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Encouraged by the heavenly viſion, Jacob ſent 
a meſſage couched in the moſt ſubmiſſive terms 
to his brother; acquainting him with his return 
from Padan- aram with great riches, and requeſting 
a favourable reception. On the return of his me- 
ſenger, he was informed that Eſau was coming to 
meet him, attended by four hundred men. 


This news greatly alarmed and diſtreſt Jacob, 
utterly unable as he was to withſtand ſuch a force, 
"which he very naturally concluded was an hoſ- 
tile one, *s 


He immediately divided his company into two 
bands, hoping one might eſcape, whilſt the other 
was deſtroyed. He. then applied himſelf in an ar- 
dent prayer to the God of his fathers, for pro- 
tection from the ruin which threatened him, 


This act of piety performed, he ſelected a very 
large and valuable preſent of cattle of various 
kinds for Eſau; which were to go before the reſt 
of the comnany, divided into ſeveral bands, at 
ſome little diſtance from each other, that they 
might appear to the greater advantage, and give 
the reflection of the bounty of his brother more 
time to ſoften the rugged foul of Eſau, and ap- 
peaſe all his remaining reſentments before he met 


the family of Jacob ; and the driver of each band 
was 
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vas inſtructed to make $i ſpeech, as they ſe« 
A . , 

verally approached Eſau, requeſting his accept» 

ance of the preſent, and expreſſive of the humi- 

lity of the giver; ſo that it appeared more like 

the tribute of a vaſlal to his fovereign, than a 

preſent from one brother to another, 


Having adjuſted the ceremonial of his little 
proceſſion, Jacob ſent all his cattle, his wives 
and children, over the brook Jabbok, and remain- 
ed himſelf on the other ſide but not alone; for 
to give him an idea of that power which the Al- 
mighty had graciouſly given him with himſelf, 
and to aſſure his heart in the approaching dan- 
gerous interview, a man came to him, and wreſt- 
led with him *till the dawning of the day; but 
the agility and addreſs of Jacob prevented the 
other from having any advantage over him : yet 
to convince Jacob he contended with a power 
more than human, he touched the hollow of his 
thigh and it inſtantly was out of joint. 


At day-break the man defired Jacob to let him 
go, but Jacob with reſiſtleſs force held him faſt, 
and inſiſted upon his bleſſing him ere he depart- 
ed. He then inquired his name, and being told, 
Jacob. Thy name, ſaid he, ſhall no more be called 
Jacob, but Iſrael ; for as a prince haſt thou pow- 
cr with God and man, and haſt prevailed, Jacob 

M then 
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then inquired his name, but was repro ved gently 


for his curioſity, and received the parting bene- 
diction. 


Convinced that he had contended with no hu- 
man power, Jacob called the place Penuel, which 
means, the face of God; for J have, ſaid he, ſeen 
God face to face, and my life is preſerved. He 
croſſed the brook to his family at the riſing of the 
fun, and found himſelf lame from the contraction 
of that ſinew which the angel had touched in 
the combat. | 


Looking ferwards, he ſaw his brother Eſau ad- 
vancing near with his four hundred companions : 
putting therefore his family in order, he placed 
the hand-maids, with their children, foremoſt ; 


Leah with her children next; and in the rear, as 


a place of greateſt ſafety, Rachel and her ſon 
Joſeph. | 


Then, walking on before them, he approached 
Eſau, bowing himſelf to the ground with the 
moſt profound humility ; who, with whatever 
hoſtile intentions he might ſet out, found all re- 
ſentments ſubſide at the appearance of an only 
brother after twenty years abſence, and the many 
proofs he ſaw of his ardent defire to meet in 
friendſhip. 

His 
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His rugged nature was ſoftened into almoſt fe- 
minine tenderneſs; he ran to Jacob fell upon 
his neck kiſſed him; whilſt tears of tender ſym- 
pathy ſtreamed from the eyes of both. 


The firſt emotions over, Eſau inquired the 
meaning of all he ſaw, and with diſintereſted af- 
fection refuſed the intended preſent ; but Jacob 
conſtrained him at laſt by the moſt generous in- 
treaties to accept it. 


After ſaluting the wives and children of Jacob, 
who approached him in the moſt humble manner, 
Eſau propoſed his brother's going to Seir, his 
own reſidence, and himſelf to accompany him 
thither: but from this Jacob excuſed himſelf, 
upon account of the ſlowneſs of the manner in 
which, for the ſake of the children and cattle, he 
ſhould be obliged to travel; but ſaid, that if it 
pleaſed Eſau to go on before, he would follow 


him by eaſy journies to Seir. 


Eſau then offered to leave ſome of his compa- 
nions as guides and protectors on their journey; 
but from this Jacob likewiſe excuſed himſelf, and 
they parted, Eſau returned to Seir; and Jacob 
looking perhaps on his brother's paſſionate fond- 
neſs as the ſudden ſtart of a temper, violent in all 
its operations, the permanency of whoſe friend» 
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ſhips was ever to be ſuſpected, and thinking his 
offers infidious, he made no haſte either to fol- 
low him to Seir, or to repair to Iſaac his father, 
but ſtopping - at Succoth, he there built him an 
houſe, and booths for his cattle, and reſided there 
ſome time. 


Afterwards removing from thence, he came near 
the city of Shalem, and purchaſed of its king, 
whoſe name was Hamer, ſome land, whereon to 
ſpread his tents, and paſture his cattle. 


Hitherto the life of Jacob had been a continual 
wreſtling with powers ſuperior to his own, of 
which that with the Angel was emblematical: 
he had been at conſtant ſtrife with diſadvantageous 
circumſtances and ſituations ; and had by firm 
faith, ſteady perſeverance, and unremitting induſ- 
try, as conſtantly ſurmounted every difficulty 
* as a prince he had power with God and men, 
* and had prevailed.” And though in many re- 
ſpects his life had been uncomfortable, he could 
not yet be called unfortunate, or unhappy. The 
time approached when his heart—a heart, tender 
and warmly affectionate -was to be pierced with 
many ſorrows, 


His chidren were now moſt of them grown up; 


his daughter Dinah, beautiful, artleſs, and unſu- 
| ſpicious; 
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ſpicious; led by curioſity to ſee the city of Sha- 
lem, and vifit its fair inhabitants, was ſeen by 
Shechem the ſon of the king, and fell a victim to 
his unbridled paſſion. He retained her in his 
palace, and fond of her to exceſs, perſwaded his 
father to apply himſelf to Jacob to conſent to 
marry her. : 


The fatal tidings of his daughter's diſhonour 
had reached Jacob ; but he deferred coming to 
any reſolution upon it, *till his ſons returned 
in the evening from their care of their flocks ; 
who were then preſent at the interview with Ha- 
mor and Shechem. 


Hamor diſplayed to them the violence of his 
ſon's paſſion for Dinah, and warmly ſolicited their 
conſent to the marriage; at the ſame time inviting 
the brethren to intermarry with his people ; and 
trade, and dwell among them. 


Shechem then added the moſt preſſing intreaties 
to his father's ; declaring that he would give any 
- dowry they * ſhould require, or do whatever was 
pleaſing to them, would they but give him the 
damſel in marriage. 


The ſons of Jacob, enraged at the diſhonour of 
tacir ſiſter, and eager to revenge it, which they 
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were not ſufficiently powerful to effect by force; 
ſaw the advantage which Shechem's paſſion gave 
them, and took upon them to anſwer for their 
father. 


They told Hamor and his ſon that it would be 
accounted a great diſhonour in them to give their 


fiſter to one who was uncircumciſed ; nor could 


they marry with the ſubjects of Hamor for the 
fame reaſon. But if every male of their city 
would conſent to be circumcited, they would then 
very readily conſent to their ſiſter's marriage; and 
would themſelves marry and trade with the She- 
chemites, and become one people with them. 
This they afſured Hamor was their only condition, 


which if not complicd with „they would take their 


Liſter and be Sone. 


Hamor and his ſon inſtantly cloſed with the in- 
ſidious propoſal, well pleaſed to have carried their 
point on ſuck caſy terms. They took their leave 
and returned to the city: where aſſembling the 
inhabitants in the gate; to perſuade them to ſub- 
mit to what they had promiſed for them, they ad- 


dreſt themſelves with great art to the leading 


principle of the mind of moſt men—ſelf intereſt 3 
and endeavoured to make, what was intended 
merely for the gratification of the paſſion of ons 
individual, appcar a public benefit. * 


4 0 They 


-- 
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They repreſented Iſracl and his ſons as of peace- 
able diſpoſitions, and poſſeſt of great riches : and 
were they ſuffered to trade and marry among 
them—as the land was extenſive. enough for them 
all, and they infiſted upon no other condition 
than a general circumcifion—ſhall not, ſaid they, 
their cattle, their ſubſtance—every beaſt of theirs 
be ours? | 


The plea was irreſiſtible. The avarice of the 
Shechemites gave an univerſal conſent. 


But on the third day when an inflamation and 
fever are the uſual conſequences, which the ſons 
of Jacob well knew; two of them, Simeon and 
Levi, brothers to Dinah, armed themſelves ; came 
into the city, and going with dauntleſs courage, 
and pitileſs hearts from houſe to houſe, butchered 
without remorſe the wretched inhabitants. Enter- 
ing the palace, they flew Hamor and Shechem, 
with all their attendants, who were utterly unable 
to reſiſt, in their feeble and painful condition, 
the fury of theſe ſanguinary brethren; and taking 
from thence their ſiſter, they departed 


Then the ſons of Jacob, returning to the ſlaugh- 
tered Shechemites, deſpoiled the city of all its 
wealth; took the women and children captive z 
and driving before them all the cattle they found 
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in the city, and in the field, returned to their fa. 
ther laden with riches. 


Jacob was exceedingly ſhocked at this inſtance 
of the fraud and cruelty of their ſouls; and alarm- 
ed for the conſequences of their violence from 
the ſurrounding nations. Severely reproving 
Simeon and Levi, the Canaanites and the Peri- 
zites, ſaid he, will gather themſelves together 
againſt me, and will ſlay me—I ſhall be deſtroy. 
ed, I and my houle, 


To which they made no other than this blunt 
reply, “ ſhall he dcal with our ſiſter as with an 


& harlot,” 


Whilſt Jacob was in this uneaſy ſituation, the 
Lord appeared to him, and bade him go and re- 
ſide at Bethel; and build there an altar as he 
had vowed when he fled from his brother Eſau, 


Obedient to the divine command, Jacob in the 
morning called his houſehold together, and order- 
ed them to put away the ſtrange Gods which he 
had diſcovered they had among them (ſome 
brought out of Meſopotamia, and ſome probably 
from among the ſpoil of the Shechemites) to pu- 
rify themſelves that they might go up to Bethel, 
and implore the aid of that Almighty God, wha. 

had 
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had comforted him in the day of his former dif. 
treſs; and who would, if ſought with ſincerity 
and undivided worſhip, reſcue them from the pre- 
{ent threatened calamity. 


Conſcious of their imminent danger, and the 
indiſpenſible neceſſity of ſuch a powerful protee- 
tor, they haſtened to bring all their images to 
Jacob, and even the jewels they had worn in their 
ears as taliſmans, or charms, againſt fickneſs or 
other misfortunes ; looking to the God of Abra- 
ham alone for aſſiſtance. | 


Jacob buried the images and ear-rings under a 
great oak near the city, and then departed for 
Bethel: the Lord cauſing a panic to ſeize the 
hearts of the ſurrounding nations, ſo that they 
did not purſue the ſons of Jacob, to revenge the 
maſſacre at Shalem, 


On his arrival at Bethel, Jacob erected there 
an altar, and dedicated it to that beneficent God, 
who had protected and comforted him in the hour 
of danger and diſtreſs, 


At Bethel, Deborah, Rebekah's nurſe, died, 
and was buried under an oak, which was called, 
in honour to her memory, the oak of weeping. 


Soon 
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Soon after, as Jacob was walking in the fields, 
reſolving the various incidents of his life ; to ſup- 
port and fortify his mind againſt his approaching 
misfortunes, the Almighty appeared to him; and 
with the ſame condeſcending goodneſs with which 
he had before converſed with Abraham, ** talked 
c with him face to face, as a man talks with his 
* friend,” 


* Thy name, ſaid the great Ruler of the uni- 
5 yerſe, is Jacob: thy name ſhall not be called 
* any more Jacob, but Iſrael ſhall be thy name. 
I am God Almighty. Be fruitful and multiply: 
«* 2a nation, and a company of nations ſhall be of 
* thee; and Kings ſhall come out of thy loins, 
© The land which I gave Abraham and Iſaac, to 
ce thee will I give it, and to thy ſeed after thee 
„ will I give the land.“ | 


The Lord then departed. And in the place 
where he had been ſo highly favoured, did Jacob 
place a ſtone pillar in grateful memorial : and 
poured upon it an offering of wine and oil, 


Journeying from Bethel, as Jacob with his fa- 
mily approached near to Ephrath, or, as it was 
afterwards called, Bethlehem, Rachel was ſcized 
with the pangs of child-birth : and died, after 
being delivered of a fon, whom dying, ſhe named 

Ben-oni, 
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Ben-oni, or the ſon of my ſorrow. But Jacob 
called this precious remain of one ſo dear to him, 
Benjamin, or the ſon of the right-hand. | 


Rachel was buried where ſhe died, near Beth» 
lehem; and Jacob erected a ftone pillar on her 
grave for a monument, where it remained for 
many ages. Then leaving the melancholy ſpor, 
he ſpread his tents beyond the tower of Eder : 
refiding there ſome little time to try to forget his 
ſorrows before he reviſited the ſcenes of his youth: 
but alas! here they met with aggravation inſtead 
of allay, from the wickedneſs of his firf-born jon 
Reuben; who committed inceſt and adultery with 
his father's concubinary wife Bilhah. 


Jacob's next remove was to Mamre, the habi; 
tation of his father. Tender and affecting was 
without doubt their meeting after ſo long an ab- 
ſence : but the preſence of Rebekah was wanting 
to render that meeting joyful—her eyes had been 
eloſed by the cold hand of death long before, and 
ſhe lived not to behold the offspring of that ſon, 
for whoſe glory ſhe had ſacrificed the happineſs of 
her life. In mercy perhaps ſpared the recital of 
his ſorrows, for melancholy was the tale he had 
for her ear: her brother's deceit and injuſtice 
the loſs, for which his heart was ſtill blecding, of 
the wits of his aflections— the diſtonour of h. ml 
+ daughter— 
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daughter — the cruelty, fraud, and inceſt of three 
of his ſons; and his ſad preſages from the con- 
duct of the reſt. 


How long Iſaac lived after the return of his 
ſon Jacob is uncertain; he died at the age of one 
hundred and eighty, and was buried by his two 
ſons in the cave of Machpelah, 


After his death, Eſau quietly ſubmitting to the 
acquired rights of Jacob, left him in poſſeſſion of 
Canaan; and with his wives, and children, and 
all his ſubſtance, betook himſelf to the mountains 
of Seir: where, having diſpoſſeſt the old inha- 
bitants, he be came the founder of a great nation, 
which were called the Edomites, and afterwards 
the Idumeans. A reſtleſs and warlike people, 
whoſe manners were juſtly characterized in thoſe 
words of Iſaac, “by thy ſword ſhalt thou live.“ 


They were continually at war with the deſcend- 
ants of Ifracl *till the time of David, who made a 
complete conqueſt of them, placing garriſons in 
all their country; © and all they of Edom became 
& David's ſervants ” verifying that part of the 
prophecy, “ the elder ſhall ſerve the younger.“ 


In this ſervitude they continued many years, 


though often in rebellion, until the reign of Je- 
horam 
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horam, the ſon of Jchoſophat king of Judah; 
when *© they brake the yoke from off their necks,” 
made themſelves a king, and continuing depend- 
ent of the Jews, were ever after their moſt bitter 
and inveterate enemies: inſulting them ſo much 
in their diſtreſſes, that a ſevere prophecy was pro- 
nounced againſt them by Obadiah. 


After recapitulating the many inſtances of their 
cruel treatment, and ungenerous triumphs over an 
unfortunate people in the day of their diſtreſs ; a 
people, who were their brethren; the prophet adds 
—* as thou haſt done, it ſhall be done unto thee 
* thy reward ſhall return upon thine own head. 
* 'The houſe of Jacob ſhall be as fire, and the houſe 
of Joſeph a flame, and the houſe of Eſau for 
* ſtubble : they ſhall Kindle in them, and devour 
* them ; and there ſhall not be any remaining of 
* the houſe of Eſau, for the Lord hath ſpoken it.” 


Accordingly, we find Judas Maccabeus defeated 
the Edomites in many battles; Killed twenty thou- 
ſand of them at one time, and a ftill greater num- 
ber at another : took their capital city, Hebron, 
and deſtroyed its fortreſs. And his nephew Hyrca- 
nus, the ſon of Simon, finiſhed what his uncle had 
began; intirely ſubdued the Edomites, and redu- 
ced them to the alternative, of embracing” the 
Jewiſh religion or leaving their country, 


Moſt 
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Mott of them complied with the firſt propoſi- 
tion, and became ever afterwards incorporated 
with the Jewiſh nation. The reſt ſwallowed up 
by the Arabs, they are loft as a people: there is 
now, © none remaining of the houſe of Efau ” 
as a nation, the very name is aboliſhed from 


the carth. 


How ſtrictly was fulfilted the promiſe of à nu- 
merous poſterity to Abraham ! Though he had 
but two ſons, and Iſaac no more; yet from theſe 
four perſons aroſe three diſtin and powerful na- 
tions: two of which are cxiſting at this day. 
And the other by his extinction, equally proving 
the juſtice and power of the Almighty ; and the 
truth of the ſacred oracles. 


JOSEPH, 


HE children of Jacob degenerated greatly 
from that piety of heart, and purity of man- 
ners which had characterized their anceſtors ; and 
ſome of them had already exhibited too flagrant 
proofs of their depravity. Joſeph, a youth of 
ſeventeen, ſeemed the only one among them who 
inherited the virtues of his father. He had, 
joined to a very beautiful perſon, and benevolent 
{ſweetneſs of diſpofition, an underſtanding ſo un- 
common at that early age, as to be termed the 
child of old age, or wiſdom. 


Surely if partiality in a parent was ever excu- 
ſable it muſt have been in this inſtance, where 
goodneſs and wiſdom ſhone ſo inconteſtably ſu- 
perior : we cannot therefore be ſurpriſed, nor 


ought we, I think, to cenſure Jacob, when we are 


told that he gave to Joſeph, what his merit fo 
juſtly claimed, a ſuperior portion of his affection. 
Yet however juſt this preference, an incautious 
diſplay of it had, but for the merciful interpoſi- 
tion of Heaven, been productive of the moſt 
fatal conſequences, 


'The 
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The brethren of Joſeph had been ſome time 
jealous of their father's love for him; the ſons of 
the concubines, who were particularly profligate, 
bore him much ill will for informing Jacob of 
their wicked practices, which he had an oppor- 
tunity of obſerving when he attended the flocks 
with them. But when they all beheld him diſ- 
tinguiſhed by a robe compoſed of a variety of 
beautiful colours, with which the fond father, as 
a robe of honour, had arrayed this child of his af- 
fections, the partiality became too obvious; and 
their former jealouſy and diſlike grew into the 
moſt irreconcilable hatred. To which the open 
incautious temper of Joſeph—equally a ſtranger 
to the emotions of that demon in his own breaſt, 
and unſuſpicious of its direful effects in thoſe of 
others—added envy, by relating to them his 
dreams, thoſe preſages of his future glory. 


I dreamed, ſaid he, that we were all binding 
ſheaves together in the field; when my ſheaf aroſe 
and ſtood upright, and your ſheaves aroſe and 
made obeiſance to it. 


The interpretation could not be miſtaken. Shalt 
thou, they cried, with ſome degree of contempt, 
reign over 5? Or ſhalt thou indeed have domi- 
nion over us ?—Their hearts rankled with envy 


and malice at the ſuppoſition, 
His 
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His ſecond dream increaſed their malignancy 3 
which Joſeph, without remarking the pernicious 
effects of rhe firſt, repeated to them in the pre- 


ſence of his father. I have, ſaid he, had another 
dream ; methought the ſun; moon and ſtars made 


obeiſance to me. 


Jacob, either ſuſpecting the jealouſy and envy 
of his ſons, or fearing that theſe dreams were 
more the effect of aſpiring, and ambitious deſires 
in his darling, than divine predictions of future 
greatneſs, reproved the youth: knoweſt thou, ſaid 
he, what thy dreams portend? Is it probable 
that I, thy mother, and thy brethren ſhould be 
brought to bow ourſelves down to the earth to 
thee ? But though Jacob affected to look lightly 
upon theſe dreams, they made a very laſting im- 
preſſion upon his memory. 


Thus hating this amiable youth for poſſeſſing 
thoſe virtues which they regarded as tacit re- 
proaches of their own wickedneſs and immorali 
ties; and enraged at the apprehenſions of his far- 
ther ſuperiority, as his dreams ſeemed to preſage; 
the malignancy of their hearts broke forth in the 
rudeneſs of their manner, and the inſolence of 
their language towards him: all which inſtances 
of their ill will, the ſyeetneſs of Joſeph's temper 


paſt by unheeded; and he endeavoured to conci- 
N hate 
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liate their affections by rendering them every little 
ſervice in his power. Alas! he was unacquainted 
with the diabolical diſpoſition of that paſſion 
which he attempted thus to diſarm; nor knew 
that envy ever increaſes in proportion to the merit 
of its object. 


Soon after theſe dreams the ſons of Jacob went 
to feed their flocks in the plains of Shechem, at 
ſome diſtance from Hebron, as Mamre was now 
called ; and their good father, anxious for their 
ſafety, propoſed to Joſeph his going to them to 
to inquire after their health, and the welfare of 
their flocks; which commiſſion he very chearfully 
undertook. 


Joſeph, not finding his brethren as he expected 
at Shechem, wandered about ſome time in ſearch 
of them, unwilling to return to his father without 
ſome intelligence. At length he met a man who 
mformed him they were feeding their flocks at 
Dothan ; to Dothan therefore he repaired, 


His robe making him very conſpicuous in that 
open country, the envious aſſembly ſoon deſcried 
him: behold, faid they, the dreamer cometh— 
their ſouls kindled into rage at the idea of his 
having dominion over them; and their cruel 
liearts ſoon ſuggeſted an expedient to prevent it 

let 
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jet us ſlay him; we will ſay ſome evil beaſt hath 
devoured him—and ſee what will become of his 


dreams, 


But Reuben refuſed to join the unnatural con- 
ſpiracy : his father was already very juſtly incen- 
ſed againſt him; and ſhould his darling ſon be 
loſt among them, upon him, as the eldeſt, to 
whom the care of his youngeſt brother peculiarly 
belonged, would the weight of his diſpleaſure 
deſcend. On the contrary, could he reſcue this 
beloved ſon from his preſent danger, it might be 
the happy means of reinſtating himſelf into his 


father's favour, 


To accompliſh this merciful as well as politic 
deſign, with an intent of conveying the youth to 
his father as ſoon as they left him, Reuben diſ- 
ſuaded them with a ſort of refined cruelty from 
the guilt of ſhedding blood: but adviſed their 
putting kim into a deep pit in the wilderneſs; 
where periſhing with hunger, or by wild beaſts, 
they would be as effectually rid of him, 


To this propoſal they all affented : and as ſoon 
as the innocent unſuſpecting victim of their malice 
came near, they ſeized him with violence, ſtript 
him of his ſplendid apparel, and difregarding his 


tears and intreaties, thruſt him into a deep pit 
N 2 which 
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which Reuben pointed out to them; which was 
free from all noxious exeatures, and had no water. 
in it. When Reuben had, as he imagined, ſecu- 
red Joſeph from farther injuries, he departed 
upon ſome occaſion from his brethren, who fat 
themſelves down to a flight refreſhment. 


Whilſt they were eating they obſerved at a 
diſtance a company of Arabian merchants with 
their camels; who were going from Gilead with 
the rich balm of that country, and with ſpices 
and pertumes, towards Egypt. 


Judah, who was equally averſe with Reuben to 
the murder of Joſeph, but who had not the ſame 
humane intentions of reſtoring him to his father, 
repreſented to his brethren that it would he much 
more for their profit to ſell him to the Arabian 
merchants, than to take away his life, either by 
expoſing him to the fury of wild beaſts or ſhed- 
ding his blood themſelves : he is, added he, our 
brother, and our own fleſh, and let not our hand 
be upon him. 


The idea of profit determined them to take this 
advice : and Reuben not being at hand to prevent 
it, they drew Joſeph out of the pit; and though 
they remarked the anguiſh of his ſoul when he 
beſought them with floods of tears to ſpare him, 

from 
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from a ſtate worſe than death itſelf, they ſtopt 
their ears to the pathetic remonſtrance ; and fold 
him to the Arabian merchants for twenty pieces 
of ſilver; conſigning without remorſe the innocent 
youth (for ought they knew to the contrary) to 
all the wretchedneſs of ſlavery, and the rude buf- 
fetings of a mercileſs world. 


Thus torn to all appearance for ever from the 
boſom of his father, and all the darling hopes of 
his family, the amiable ſufferer was carried into 
Egypt, and ſold by the Arabians, to Potiphar, 
the captain of the King's guard. 


Reuben ſoon after this tranſaction, anxious for 
Joſeph's ſafety, returned to the pit; but on diſ- 
covering he was not there, concluded ſome fatal 
accident had befallen him, and dreading his fa- 
ther's accumulated diſpleaſure, could no longer 
diſſemble ; but rending his cloaths in deſpair, he 
hurried to his brethren : the child, he cried, is 
not: and I—whither ſhall I go 


They ſoon informed him of what had paſſed : 
and then to conceal their guilt, they dipt Jo- 
ſeph's robe in the blood of a kid, which they kil- 
led for that purpoſe ; and bringing it to their 
father, this, ſaid they, we have found; ſee if it 
be thy 1on's coat or no. 
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The good patriarch was too well acquainted 
with that fatal garment to be miſtaken : It is, he 
cried in an agony, my ſon's coat—an evil beaſt 
| hath devoured him Joſeph is without doubt torn 
in pieces. He rent his cloaths, wrapped himſelf 


in ſackcloth, and lamented without ceafing this 


unfortunate ſon. In vain were the efforts of his 
ſons and their wives to conſole him—he refuſed to 
be comforted : I will, ſaid he, go down to the 
<a ede to my ſon. 


1 he ſons of Jacob were no longer ſerupulous 
in forming alliances with the idolatrous nations 
round them. Judah had contracted a friendſhip 
with an Adultamire, whoſe name was Hirah : and 
in one of his viſits to him, ſaw the daughter of 
Shuah, a Canaanite, with whom he became very 
much enamoured, and married her. | 


By. her, he had ihe ſons, Err, Onan, and 
Shelah! As ſoon as his eldeft ſon was marriage- 
able, he took for him a Canaanitiſh woman like- 
wiſe, whoſe name was Tamar. But Err was a very 
wicked man, and it pleaſed God to cut him off 
by an early death, And he leaving no children, 
Judah, careful of the houſe of his eldeſt ſon, in 
whoſe line his own name was to deſcend to poſte- 
rity, ordered his ſecond ſon, Onan, to take his 


brother's wife, and raiſe ” a family -to his bro- 
es. thc q ' 
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ther ; as was then the cuſtom, and was afterwards 
eſtabliſhed into a law among the Iſraelites, to pre- 
vent an extinction of any of their families, which 
was regarded as the greateſt of all misfortunes, 


But Onan diſliking that his own children ſhould 
be called after the name of his brother, refuſed 
to comply, and the Lord provoked at his wick- 
edneſs, puniſhed him likewiſe with death. The 
third fon then being very young, Judah defired 
his daughter-in-law to go to her father, and refide 
with him 'till Shelah was of age; promiſing, that 
then he ſhould be given to her for an huſband : 
which promiſe he had but ſmall intention of per- 
forming, fearing that Shelah ſhould die as the 
others had done, 


Shelah had been ſome time of age when Ju- 
dah's wife died : who after his griet for her was 
a little abated, went to Timnath to his ſheep- 
ſhearing, taking with him his friend Hirah. Ta- 
mar, whole father lived in that neighbourhood, 
hearing Judah was to be preſent at the ſheep- 
ſhearing, and ſeeing that he had no intention of 
giving her Shelah for an huſband ; more ſolicit- 
ous to preſerve the houſe of Err, than ſcrupulous 
of the means, wrapped herſelf cloſe up in a veil, 
and ſeated herielf by the way fide where the knew 
he muſt paſs, 
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So well had ſhe concealed herſelf that Judah 
did not diſcover who ſhe was, but ſuppoſing her 
an harlot addreſt her as ſuch, and ſpent the night 
wit her, for which he was to give her a kid: and 
untill he could ſend it, left in her hands as 
pledges by her own deſire, his ſignet, his brace- 
lets and his ſtaff. 


Accordingly as ſoon as he returned home he 
ſent the kid by his friend Hirah ; but the ſuppo- 
ſed harlot had diſappeared, and he could hear no 
tidings of her: ſo that Hirah returned with the 
kid to Judah, who ceaſed ro make any farther 
inquiries, leſt he ſhould expoſe himſelf. 


In about three months it was told Judah that 
his daughter-in-law had played the harlot, and 
was with child: who looking upon her as the 
wife of his ſon Shelah, ordered her to be brought 
forth and burnt for her crime, as an adultereſs, 
But ſhe ſent to him the ſigner, the bracelets, and 
the ſtaff; deſiring him to be particularly careful 
to diſcover whoſe they were; for that ſhe was 
with child by the man to whom they belonged. 
Judah immediately recognized them, acknowledg- 
ed that her crime was not ſo great as his own, 
who had ſuffered his fondneſs for Shelah to over 
balance his care for the houſe of his eldeſt ſon. 
He had no farther connexion with her, and ſhe 
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was in due time delivered of twins; the name of 
the eldeſt was Pharez—in whoſe line the houte of 
Judah was continued to David—and the name of 
the younger, Zarah, 


During theſe tranſactions, Joſeph behaved him- 
ſelf with ſo much fidelity and induſtry, that he 
grew into great favour with his Egyptian maſter: 
who diſcovering his merit and the bleſſing which 
attended all his undertakings, raiſed him from the 
menial ſervices for which he was purchaſed, to 
the higheſt offices in his houſehold, And having 
daily more reaſon to be ſatisfied with his virtue 
and activity, he at length ſo intirely confided in 
him as to commit the management of all his af- 
fairs, without reſerve, to his care; interfering in 
nothing, and ſcarcely knowing what he had but 
the proviſions which were brought to his table. 
And amply was he repaid for his confidence, the 
Lord bleſſing and increaſing his ſubſtance for the 
ſake of his ſeryant, 


But this happy calm was of no long continu» 
ance ; Joſeph was handſome, and the wife of Po- 
tiphar, amorous, By every allurement ſhe endea- 
voured to attach the heart of the beautiſul ſlave z 
but ftill had the mortification to find him inſenſi- 
ble to her charms, and inattentive to the figns the 
made him of her own paſſion, 
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At laſt diſcarding all the reſtraints of modeſty 
and decency, ſhe ſolicited him to her wanton de- 
fires. But the virtue of Joſeph was ſuperior to 
temptation : gratitude to his maſter, and piety. tq 
his God forbade the crime, 


Behold, faid the noble minded youth, the ge- 
nerous confidence of my maſter has intruſted his 
whole ſubſtance ſo unreſervedly to my integrity, 
that he knows not what he has: he has raifed 
me from the loweſt degree of ſlavery, to the firſt 
place in his family : nothing has he withheld from 
ne but thee, becauſe thou art his wife—can J 
commit ſuch an act of ingratitude towards him, 
and fin againſt my God ? 


In vain was the remonſtrance: deaf to every 
ſentiment of virtue and piety, the continued to 
perſecute Joſeph with her ſolicitations ; who was 
careful to give her as few opportunities as poſhble, 


But one day being obliged to be in the houſe 
when all the ſervants were abſent, and her Lord 
from home, the wife of Potiphar was determi- 
ned not to lote that opportunity ; and catching 
Joſeph by the cloak inſiſted upon his compliance 
with her defires. But breaking loſe from this 
ſhameleſs woman, he left the cloak in her hands 
and ran out of the houſe. 

* | Furioug 
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Furious with affronted pride, and diſappointed 
paſſion, her love was inſtantly changed into the 
moſt inveterate hatred, and as inſtantly determi- 
ned on his ruin. She made the houſe reſound 
with her outcries, which bringing the ſervants to 
her: See, ſaid ſne, your maſter has brought an 
Hebrew ſlave to inſult us—he came in to diſho- 
nour me; and when I cried for aſſiſtance he fled, 
and has left this garment with me. 


The ſame tale the repeated with the moſt ag- 
gravating circumſtances when her Lord returned, 
diſplaying the cloak as an inconteſtible evidence 
of her veracity, We: ns 


Potiphar, deceived by appearances, was, as 
muſt be imagined, greatly incenſed againſt the 
ſuppoſed perfidious ungrateful flave: yet ſome re- 
mains of tenderneſs for his paſt ſervices induced 
him to ſpare his life; and he contented himſelf 
with putting him into the priſon, peculiarly ap- 
propriated to the confinement of thoſe who had 
offended the king : probably becauſe the place 
was more hideous, and the confinement more ſe- 


yere than 1n any other, 


In this dreary abode, his reputation as well as 
fortunes blaſted, his ſufferings for a time were 
grievous ; ce his feet were hurt in the fetters, and 
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& the iron entered even into his ſoul.“ But the 
God of his fathers forſook him not; be gave him 
favour in the eyes of the keeper of the priion, 
who lightened the horrors of his confinement : 
and obſerving his diligence, and the bleſſing 
which attended him, intruſted to his care the 
other priſoners, | | 


Melancholy and painful as ſuch an office muſt 
be to a heart exquiſitely tender and benevolent 
as Joſeph's, he acquitted himſelf ſo well, that the 
keeper of the priſon (who as well as Potiphar is 
© called the captain of the guard) was induced to 
give him the ſame unlimited truſt in the priſon ; 
which had before been aſſigned him in the houſe 
of Potiphar, 


After Joſeph had been ſome time in the priſon, 
the chief butler or cup-bearer, and chief baker of 
the king of Egypt, were for ſome offence com- 
mitted to the ſame priſon, and were placed like 
the reſt of the priſoners under the care of Joſeph, 
Who viſiting them one morning—h1s humanity 
alleviating as much as poſſible the ſorrows of thoſe 
unfortunate people committed to his cuſtody—he 
obſerved in their countenances a melancholy great- 
er than uſual; and good-naturedly inquiring the 
cauſe, was told that it was occaſioned by each of 


them having had an uncommon dream, and were 
| prevented 
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prevented by their conſinement from procuring an 
interpreter to explain them. 


Do not interpretations belong to God? faid 
Joſeph, let me hear your dreams. 


I dreamed, faid the cup- bearer of Pharoah, that 
2 vine was before me, and from its root extended 
three branches. Methought it budded, then bloſ- 
ſomed, and quickly ſwelled into ripe grapes. 
Pharoah's cup was in mine, hand; I took the 
grapes, preſſed them into cup, and preſented 
it to the king. 


This, ſaid Joſeph, is the interpretation of thy 
dream : the three branches are three days; withs 
in three days ſhall Pharoah reſtore thee to thine 
office, and thou ſhalt preſent the cup to him as 
heretofore. But remember me, when it ſhall be 
well with thee, and ſhew this kindneſs I pray thee, 
make mention of me to Pharoah, and bring me 
out of this place: for indeed I was ſtolen out of 
the land of the Hebrews; and here alſo have I 
done nothing that mw ſhould put me in the 
dungeon. 


When the chief baker heard ſuch a favourable 
interpretation of his companion's dream, he heſi- 
tated no longer to tell his own to Joſeph: I 

dreamed, 
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dreamed, ſald he, that three white baſkets wire 
placed upon my head ; and that in the uppermoſt 
baſker were all ſorts of baked meats for the royal 


table: but lo, the birds did eat them out of ne 
baſket upon my head: 


Joſeph, too juſt to palliate, however unwilling 
to give additional pain to the unfortunate ; tells 
him with great plainneſs and fincerity—this is the 
interpretation of thy dream : the three baſkets are 
three days; yet within three days ſhall Pharoah 
lift up thine head; and ſball hang thee upon 4 
tree, and the birds ſhall devour thy fleſh, 


The event juſtified the truth of theſe predics 

tions: the third day was the birth-day of Pha- 
roah, and he made a ſplendid feaſt for his ſer- 
vants; when recollecting thoſe which were in 
priſon, he ſent for his cup-bearer into his preſence, 
forgave him his offences, and reſtored him to his 
employment : and at the ſame time ordered the 
chiet baker to be hanged, 


But the ungrateful cup-bearer forgot the kind- 
neſs and the merit of Joſeph, till reminded of him 
by a ſingular incident full two years afterwards. 
This was no other than Pharoah himſelf having 
two very remarkable dreams, which made ſo 
ſtrong an impreſſion upon his imagination, as por- 

tentous 
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tentous of ſome extraordinary event, that he wag 
exceedingly ſolicitous to have them interpreted. 
(The Almighty, without doubt the more to eng ge 
his attention in a matter of ſo much conſequence 
to his people, having made the foundation of 
them what the learning and idolatry of the Egyp- 
tians had eſtabliſhed as the peculiar ſymbols of 
their country, ears of corn which denoted its 
diſtinquiſnhed fertility, and kine, its great tutelary 
goddeſs Iſis.) For this purpoſe he ſent for the 
magicians, and the learned men of his kingdom, 
to whom he related the particulars of his dreams. 
But they, unable to fathom the decrees of the 
Higheſt, could give no anſwer ſatisfactory to Pha- 
roah, and the king remained perplexed and un- 
eaſy. Which the cup-bearer obſerving, the de- 
fire of making his court to his royal maſter ef- 
fected what gratitude had been unable to per- 
form, and brought the Hebrew flave to his re- 
membrance. 


With ſome compunction he began his tale, 
and informed Pharoah of the particulars of his 
dream, and that of the chief baker, during their 
impriſonment; with the exact accompliſhment of 
Joſeph's interpretation. 


Pharoah, with great impatience, ſent immedi- 
ately to the priſon for Joſeph; who as ſoon as 


he 
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he had waſhed himſelf and changed his dreſs; 
appeared before him. That prince then addreſſ- 
ing himſelf to Joſeph ; I have; faid he, dreamed 
a dream, and there is none that can interpret it: 
but TI have been informed that thou haſt ſkill in 
the interpretation of dreams: 


It is not in me, anſwered Joſeph, with equa! 
modeſty and piety ; GOD thall give Pharoah an 
anſwer of peace. 

In my dream, faid Pharoah, I ſtood upon the 
banks of the Nile, and behold there aroſe out of 
the river ſeven kine, uncommonly fat and beauti- 
ful, and they fed in a meadow; And methought 
there aroſe out of the Nile likewiſe after them, 
ſeven other kine; poor, lean; and hideouſly ugly; 
never before in all my dominions had 1 beheld 
any fo lean and fo ill favoured: Theſe thin and 
ugly beaſts fell upon the fat and beautiful ones, 
and devoured them without improving themſelves, 
ſor they remained equally poor and lean as at the 
firſt. My ſurpriſe at this ſtrange fight awoke me; 


Again I ſlept, and behold before me aroſe ſeven 
ears of corn upon one ſtem ; beautiful, full, and 
good, After them ſprang up ſeven other ears; 
. withered, thin, and blaſted with the eaſt-wind: 


theſe ſeven blaſted ears devoured the ſeven full 
cars 
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ears. Theſe dreams have I told to the magicians, 
but none can interpret them. 


The dreams of Pharoah are one, anſwered Jo- 
ſeph; God hath ſhewed the king what he is about 
to do. The ſeven good kine and ſeven full ears, 
are ſeven years—the dream is one,— The ſeven 
lean and ill-favoured which came up after them, 
and the ſeven ears of corn blaſted with the eaſt- 
wind, are ſeven years likewiſe years of famine. 
The mercy of the Lord diſcloſes to Pharoah the af- 
fliction which hangs over the heads of his people: 
for behold there cometh ſeven years of fertility 
and abundance throughout all the land of Egypt: 
but after them ſhall ariſe ſeven other years of 
ſuch extreme famine, that the produce of the 
ſeven plenteous years ſhall be devoured and for- 
gotten in the ſeverity of the dearth. The dream 
was repeated to ' Pharoah, becauſe the event is 
eſtabliſhed by God ; who will n bring it to 
paſs. 


This uſe let Pharoah make of the divine diſelo · 
ſure for the preſervation of his people: let him 
appoint a man diſcreet and wiſe, and ſet him over 
his whole kingdom, to build granaries in all the 
provinces ; and ſend into them proper officers to 
lay up a fifth part of the produce of the ſeven fer- 
tile years, for the ſubſiſtence of the people in the 
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ſucceeding years of dearth ; to elude the fury of 
the famine, that the land periſh not. 


The preſcience and wiſdom of one upon whoſe 
countenance time had not yet ſhed the fignatures 
of experience—for Joſeph was now but thirty 
years old —aſtoniſhed Pharoah : where, cried he 
to his ſurrounding courtiers, can we find ſuch a 
man as this, in whom is the ſpirit of God? Then 
turning to Joſeph, Foraſmuch, ſaid he, as God 
hath ſhewed thee all this, there is none ſo wiſe and 
diſcreet as thou art : Thou ſhalt be over my houſe, 
and according unto thy word ſhall all my people 
be ruled; in the throne only will I be greater than 
thou, 


See, added he, taking the royal ſignet from his 
finger and putting it upon Joſeph's, See I have 
ſet thee over all the land of Egypt. 


Pharoah then cauſed Joſeph to be robed in veſ- 
tures. of fine linen, a gold chain to be put around 
his neck, and with all the ceremonials of rovalty 
to ride in the ſecond chariot ; whilſt the heralds 
proclaimed before him, © bow the knee.“ 


Thus—amazing tranfition ! was Joſeph exalted 
in one day from the dungeon to the palace, and 
inveſted with an abſolute power over the extenſive 

kingdom 
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kingdom of Egypt: Pharoah again repeating, I 
am king; but without thee ſhall no man lift up 
his hand or foot in all the land of Egypt; 
s 

His name, Pharoah changed into Zaphnath- pa- 
azeah, which fignifios the ſaviour of the world: 
and gave him to wife Arſenath, the daughter of 
the pricit of On. | 


Thus highly confnifioned, Joſeph executed the 
truſt repoſed in him with his uſual indefatigable 
induſtry, and integrity : made a progreſs through 
the kingdom, and laid up in every city a fifth 
part of the produce of the corn growing in the 
environs of that city. Thus he continued through 
the ſeven years of plenty, in which the earth was 
fo aſtoniſhingly fertile, that he gathered together 
2 ſtore {6 immenſe, its quantity could not by any 
arithmetick then known be aſcertained. In that 
time alſo his wife brought him two ſons, the 
name of the firſt he called Manaſſeh, and the ſe- 


cond, Ephraim; 


Theſe ſeven plenteous years were ſucceeded, as 
Toſeph had predicted, by ſeven years of ſuch ex- 
treme ſterility, that in all that long term was nei- 
ther ſeen earing or harveſt, not only in Egypt, 
but in all the neighbouring countries ; ſo that the 


qireful effects of the famine ſpread far and wide. 
O 2 When 
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When the Egyptians had conſumed their ow! 
private ſtores, the remains of their late plenty, 
they petitioned to the king for corn; but Paa- 
roah would not reſume his delegated power; go 
unto Joſeph, ſaid he, what he ſaith to you, do. 
Upon their application, Joſeph opened his ſtore- 
houſes, and fold not only to the Egyptians, but 
to all the ſurrounding nations, who were obliged 
to repair to Egypt for bread for their families. 


Amongſt thoſe that felt the effects of this uni- 
verſal dearth, was the family of Jacob. The good 
patriarch obſerving the conſternation of his ſons, 
rouſed himſelf from that lethargic melancholy in 
which he had been immerſed fince the loſs of Jo- 
ſeph, Why do you look one upon another? faid 
he; behold, I have heard there is corn in Egypt: 
get ye down thither and buy us ſome from thence 
that we may live and not die. 


Accordingly, ten of his ſons ſet out upon this 
errand in the ſecond year of the famine; Benjamin 
being left behind with Jacob; leſt, ſaid the care- 
ful father, ſighing at the remembrance of his be- 
loved Joſeph, ſome miſchief befall him. 


When the brethren arrived in Egypt, they were 
introduced to the viceroy, and bowed themſelves 
before him with their faces to the earth: his ma- 
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rer years, his dreſs, his high office, and the 
ih lendour which ſurrounded him, ſufficiently con- 
-alinz him from their recollection. 


But what muſt have been the emotions of Jo- 


ph whea he ſaw them proſtrate before him, and 


h.s dream ſo exactly fulfilled ! their perſons were 
no a3 completely in his power as his had before 
been in theirs, 


What a feaſt would ſuch an opportunity of am- 
ple vengeance have aftorded a revengeful ſoul.— 


Not ſuch was Joſeph's. 


Vet though he diſdained the idea of retaliating 
injuries, he withed to awaken them to a ſenſe of 
their crimes : and to diſcover if their minds were 
ſtill the ſlaves of envy and malice, He ſaw not 
his brother Benjamin with them : perhaps, as their 
father's next favourite, he had like himſelf fallen 
a ſacrifice to thoſe diabolical paſſions. 


AﬀfeQting not to underſtand their language, that 
they might ſpeak the more unreſervedly before 
him, lie converſed with them by an interpreter : 
and aſſuming a ferocity of manner, foreign to his 
heart, Ye are ſpies, ſaid he to them, to ſee the 
nakedneſs of the land ye are come. 
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Alarmed at the imputation of a crime which 
in all nations is looked upon in the moſt heinous 
light, and which is always puniſhed by immediate 
death; they proteſted their innocence, aflerted 
they were twelve brethren, ſons of one man ; bur 
that one of them was dead, and the youngeſt at 
home with their father in Canaan, This gave Jo- 
ſeph an opportunity of making fome enquiries 


relating to the health and welfare of his father 


and brother ; as the crime he laid to their charge 
made it neceſſary for them to give a very circums 
ſtant al and minute account of themſelves, and 
famil.es, | 


Still appearing to doubt their veracity, he told 
them, that to prove the truth of their aſſertions, 
they ſhould ſend into Canaan for their youngeſt 
brother, and until his arrival they ſhould be con- 
fined in priſon, And to priſon they were ſent for 
three days, 


They were then brought into his preſence again; 
and with an aſpect ſomewhat ſoftened towards 
them, this do, ſaid he by his interpreter, and 
ye ſhall live, for I fear God : if ye be true men, 
let one of your brethren be bound in the houſe of 
your priſon; go ye, carry corn for the famine of 
your houſes, and bring your youngeſt brother un- 
to me; ſo ſhall ye live and not die, 

4 Noz 
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Not convinced of his ſincerity, humbled by 
their late impriſonment, their lives and liberty in- 
tirely at the mercy of an abſolute power in a 
ſtrange country, where the judge appeared deeply 
prejudiced againſt them; as totally unable to help 
themſelves, or make any effeCtual reſiſtance, as 
their brother had been ſome years before in their 
mercileſs hands—the ſimilarity was ſo ſtriking 
they could not help acknowledging the juſtice of 
Heaven in their puniſhment. And unconſcious of 
his knowledge of their language, they gave voice 
to the ſecret upbraidings of their conſciences. 


We were ſaid they verily guilty concerning our 
brother, in that we ſaw the anguiſh of his ſoul, 
when he beſought us and we would not hear 
therefore is this diſtreſs come upon us. To height- 
en their guilt, Reuben reminds them that the 
crime was not committed in a ſudden warmth, or 
ſtart of paſſion ; but deliberately, againſt warning, 
againſt remonſtrance—ſpake I not unto you, ſaid 
he, ſaying, do not fin againſt the child, and ye 
would not hear ? therefore behold alfo his blood 
is required, 


Their ſelf accuſations affected the benevolent 
ſoul of Joſeph—he turned from them—he retired 
to conceal thoſe tears of mingled ſorrow at the re- 
collection of the anguiſh of that moment, and 
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pleaſure at their repentance, though late, Ha 
then returned and talked again with them; and 
taking Simeon, who had been probably the moſt 
violent againſt him, ordered him to be boun 
before them, and ſent to priſon, 


He then gave orders that their ſacks ſhould be 
filled with corn; and that every man's money 
ſhould be put in the mouth of his ſack. He 
likewiſe ordered that they ſhould have proviſions 
given them for their journey. His orders were 
puactually obeyed, and they departed, 


But on their journey when one of them opened 
his ſack to give provender to the aſſes, he eſpied 
his money : which circumſtance alarmed them all 
exceedingly; ſuppoting it a ſcheme to intrap 
them, and effect their ruin with an appearance of 
Juſtice, | 


As ſoon as they returned to their father, to ac« 
count for the abſence of Simeon, and to excul- 
pate themſelves from blame, they recounted all 
the incidents of their journey ; and the condition, 
on the complying with which the liberty, proba» 
bly the life of Simeon depended. Then opening 
their ſacks to their great aſtoniſhment they found 
in the mouth of every ſack the money for the corn. 
Frightened at this ſtrange incident, and ſuſpecting 
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ſome treacherous deſign, Jacob refuſed to let Ben- 
jamin go with them back to Egypt. Me, ſaid he, 
have ye bereaved of my children : Joſeph is not, 
and Simeon is not, and ye would take Benjamin 
away—all theſe things are againſt me. 


Reuben, as eldeſt, offered to be ſurety for the 
ſaf ty of his brother; pledging as a proof of his fins 
cerity his molt precious property: lay, ſaid he, 
my two ſons if I bring him not to thee: deliver him 
iato my hand, and I will bring him to thee again, 


As this forfeiture would have afforded ſmall 
con olation to Jacob, he refuſed ſtill more poſi» 
tively to ler Benjamin go with them: my ſon, 
ſaid ho, ſhall not go down with you, for his bro» 
ther is dead, and he is left alone: if miſchief be- 
fall him in the journey, then ſhall you bring down 
my grey hairs with ſorrow to the grave. 


Sceing their father ſo determined, the ſons of 
Jacob deſiſted for the preſent from farther impor- 
tunities. But when the corn they had brought from 
Egypt was conſumed, and Jacob ordered them 
to go again for more, Judah undertook to con- 
vince his father of the neceſſity of permitting Ben- 
jamin to go with them; as it was not only the con- 
dition by which Simeon could be releaſed, but by 
Which their own urgent wants could be ſupplied, 


The 
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The viceroy, ſaid he, did poſitively proteſt 
that we ſhould not fee his face again unleſs our 
b:ocher was with us. If thou wilt ſend our bro, 
ter with us, we will go down and buy thee food, 
Bur if thou wilt not ſend him, we will not go 
don, as it would be to no purpoſe; for we ſhould 
not be admitted into the preſence of him who 
only ſells tae corn, 


Why dealt ye fo ill with me, ſaid Jacob, as to 
tell the man ye had another brother? He queſ- 
tioned us, anſwered his ſons, ſo particularly con- 
derning our ſtate and kindred—is your father yet 
alive? have ye another brother? that we were 
obliged to anſwer him as we did, Could we ima, 
gine he would ſay, bring that brother to me. 


Judah then reſuming his plea ; ſend, faid he, 
to his father, the lad with ne, and we will ariſe 
and go, that we may live; and not remain here 
and periſh with the famine, which muſt be the 
inevitable conſequence, if thou doſt not conſent ;; 
both thyſelf, and us, and our little ones. I will 
be ſurety for him, of ny hand ſhalt thou require 
him. If I bring him not unto thee, and ſet him 
before thee, then let me bear the blame for ever 
Except we had lingered, ſurely we had returns 
ed this ſceond time. 


Overcome 
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Overcome by irreſiſtible neceſſity, Jacob at 
length, ſighing, acquieſced, If it muſt be fo, ſaid 
he, this do; take of the beſt fruits, and richeſt 
products of the land, as a preſent to this Egyp- 
tian lard, Take alto double money in your hand; 
the money which was brought again in the mouth 
of your ſacks, peradventure was an overſight, 
Take alſo your brother, atiſe and go again; and 
God Almighty give you mercy before the man, 
that they may ſend your other brother and Benja- 
min. If I am, added the pious patriarch reſign- 
ing himſelf to the event, bereaved of my chil- 
dren, I am bereaved, 


Again, the ſons of Jacob repaired to Egypt, 
and were again brought into the preſence of the 
viceroy ; who ſeeing Benjamin with them did not 


at that time attend to their buſineſs, but ordered 


his ſervants to conduct them to his own houſe : 
giving directions at the ſame time to have a feaſt 
prepared for them, 


The ſons of Jacob underſtanding they were or- 
dered to the houſe of the viceroy, were in a 
great conſternation; imagining it was occaſioned 
by the money which was put in their ſacks ; and 
that now they had obviated the imputation of be- 
ing ſpies, they ſhould be charged with theft, and 
condemned to ſlavery. To be before-hand there- 

fore 
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fore with the accuſation, they waited not 'til! 
they came into the houſe of Joſeph, but ſtopping 
the ſteward at the door, they acquainted him with 
the circumſtance of finding their money in full 
weight, every man in the mouth of his ſack. Ad- 
ding, they had brought it again, with other mo- 
ney for the corn they were now to buy. 


The ſteward affecting to know nothing bade 
them not fear, for that he had their money, and 
was ſatisfied. Their God, and the God of their 
fathers, he ſaid, had given them treaſure in their | 
ſacks. Then bringing their brother Simeon out 
of priſon to them, he ordered the artendants ta 
bring water for waſhing their feet, and care to bg 
taken of their aſſcs. 


By this time the brethren underſtood the ho- 
nour which was intended them of dining with Jo- 
ſeph, and were careful to prepare their preſent 
againſt the Four in which he retired from public 
buſineſs to his own houſe ; and v.hen he entered, 
they preſented it to him in the moſt humble man- 
ner, bowing themſelves to the earth. Joſeph now 
ſpake to them without an interpreter, inquiring 
in a kind manner after their welfare, and the 
health of their father—Is your father well? the 
old man of whom ye ſpake, is he yet alive? 


They 
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They anſwered him to theſe queſtions wich the 
deepeſt humility. Then looking more particularly 
round him, Joſeph ſaw his own brother Benjamin; 
Is this, ſaid he, your younger brother of whom 
ye ſpake? God be gracious to thee my ſon, he 
added, not waiting for their anſwer ; whilſt his 
boſom heaved with a tenderneſs too great to have 
been longer concealed, had he not hurried from 
them, and ſeeking a place where he might unre- 
ſervedly indulge himſelf, he retired to his cham- 
ber and gave a looſe to his tears. 


When his emotions were a little ſubſided, Jo- 
ſeph waſhed his face, aſſumed a chearful air, and 
returned to his brethren. He then gave orders 
for the entertainment's being ſerved : he fitting 
at a table by himſelf, as befitted his high digni- 
ty; and the Egyptians at a table by themſeves, 
who held it an abomination to eat with the He- 
brews, who were keepers of cattle by proteſſion, 
and ſacrificed to their God thoſe beaſts which the 
Egyptians worſhipped as facred ſymbols of their 
Deities : therefore the ſons of Jacob had a table 
by themſelves : the marſhal of the feaſt to their 
great aſtoniſhment placing them in exact order 
according to the ſeniority of their births. Beſides 
the proviſions which were ſet before them, Jo- 
ſeph ſent them delicacies from his own table; the 
portion which he ſent to Benjamin being five times 

28 
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as large as thoſe ſent to the others, whith in tho's 
days was accounted a mark of peculizr honour 
and reſpect. Wine was likewile ferved to them, 
and the feaſt concluded with mirth and good hu- 
mour. 


Thus far all things went on ſmoothly, but Jo- 
ſeph had ſtill one trial in reſerve for his brethren: 
though he had been witneis to their repentance 
in the hour of their affliction, yet he was by fatal 
experience too well {killed in the human heart to 
be convinced the repentance was permanent; they 
might, notwithſtanding the keen compunction of 
that moment, be the ſame envious malicious be- 
ings ſtill ; and might poſſibly only wait for a fit 
opportunity—when they might do it without dan - 
ger to themſelves, or blame from their father 
to rid themſelves by ſome barbarous expedient of 
Jacob's preſent avowed favourite, the youthful 
Benjamin. To afford them fuck an opportunity, 
that by the ule they made of it, he might be ena- 
bled to judge with certainty of the real ſtate of 
their hearts, and the force of their fraternal af- 
fections, Joſeph ordered his ſteward, when he put 
up their corn, to put their money as before into 
the mouth of their ſacks, and to put his ſilver 
cup into the ſack of the youngeſt, 
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His orders were punctually obeyed, and at the 
dawning of the day the ſons of Jacob loaded their 
aſſes, and departed from the city. But Joſeph 
did not give them time to proceed far on their 
journey, when giving his ſteward proper inſtruc- 
tions, he ſent him with a ſufficient number of aſ- 
ſiſtants, in purſuit of them. 


They were ſoon overtaken : and the ſteward af- 
ter upbraiding them with ingratitude to his lord, 
who had diſtingniſhed them with ſuch peculiar 
marks of kindneſs and honour, charged them with 
the theft of that cup out of which his lord drank, 
nay even by which he divined. 


Wherefore ſaith my lord theſe things? ſaid the 


aſtoniſhed brethren : God forbid that thy ſervants 


{ſhould do according to this thing. The money 
which we found in our ſack's mouth we brought 
thee again from the land of Canaan ; after ſuch a 
proof of ſcrupulous honeſty is it probable we 
ſhould ſteal out of thy lord's houſe ſilver or gold? 
—with whomſoever of thy ſervants the cup 1s 
found, both let him die, and we alſo will be ſlaves 
to my lord. 


Thus far replyed the ſteward, ſhall it be as ye 
have ſaid z he with whom the cup is found ſhall 
be my ſervant ; but the r2/f ſhall depart blameleſs. 

Conſcious 
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Conſcious of their own innocence, the ſons of Jas 
cob readily took down their ſacks and opened 
them, beginning at the eldeſt and proceeding ac- 
cording to their ſeniority. To their great ſurpriſe 
they again ſaw their money ; but that not being 
the object of their ſearch, it was paſſed over un- 
noticed. But what was their aſtoniſhment and 
horror when, as the youngeſt, they laſt untied the 
fack of Benjamin, and the cup inftantly preſent» 
ed itſelf to their eyes !—They rent their cloaths; 
loaded with trembling haſte every man his aſs; 
and refuſing to leave their brother and depart for 
Canaan, they followed the ſteward in ſolemn and 
ſad proceſſion to the city, and to the houſe of 
Joſeph, who had not yet left ir to attend the bu- 
fincſs of the public. 


They proſtrated thembelves before the Vice- 
roy ; who with a ſevere countenance ſternly de- 
manded—what deed is this that ye have done ? 
Could ye hope your guilt would be concealed ?_ 
or knew ye not that I could certainly divine ? 


Judah, who was the perſon with whom Benja- 
min was particularly intruſted, and had pledged 
himſelf to his father for his ſafety, took upon him 
to ſpeak for his brethren. Riſing from the ground, 
yet keeping an humble diſtance ; what, ſaid he, 
ſhall we ſay to my lord ? what ſhall we ſpeak ? or 

how 
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how ſhall we clear ourſelves God hath found 


out the iniquity of thy fervants.—behold, we are 
my lord's ſervants; both we, and he alſo with 
whom the cup is found. 


God forbid, replyed Joſeph, that I ſhoald do 
ſo: —the man with whom the cup is found, he 
ſhall be my ſervant ; but as for you, get ye up in 
peace to your father: 


This appearance of juftice and candour deters 
mined Judah to acquaint him with all the cir- 
cumſtances of the affair. Approaching nearer to 
| Joſeph than he had dared to do before; Oh, my 
lord, ſaid he, let thy ſervant, I pray rhee, ſpeak a 
word in my lord's ears, and let not thine anger 
burn againſt thy ſervant, for thou art even as 
Pharaoh: 


He then briefly recapitulated the circumſtances 
of their journey, and return to their father; but 
in the gentleſt manner, and without hinting at the 
peculiar roughneſs of Joſeph's firſt addreſs, and 
treatment of them, which muſt have appeared to 
them in a capricious light. He then diſplayed 
his father's great unwillingneſs to let the only re- 
maining ſon of his beſt beloved wife undertake 


the journey. Now therefore, added he, when - 


return to thy ſervant my father, and the lad be 
P not 
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not with us —ſeeing that his life is bound up in 
the lad's life —he will die, and thy ſervaat will be 
the unfortunate cauſe of bringing down the grey 
hairs of thy ſervant our father with ſorrow to the 
grave. For by my perſuaſtons he came—thy ter- 
vant became ſurety for the lad unto my father, 
ſaying, if I bring him not again unto th+ , then 
will I bear the blame to my father for ever. 


Now therefore, I entreat thee, let thy ſervant 
| abide inſtead of the lad, a bond-man to my lord; 
and let the lad return with his brethren—for how 
mall I go up to my father, and the lad be not 
with me? and fcc the evil which ſhall come on 
my father. 


The nobleneſs of foul diiplayed by Judah in 
offering himſelf to flavery inſtead of his brother, 
and the beautiful ſimplicity of his little pathetic 
tale, wrought ſo powertully on the ſoul of Joſeph 
that he could diſſemble no longer; but haſtily 
ordering his attendants from his preſence, he fell 
into ſuch a paſhonate fit of weeping, that the 
Egyptians in the palace of Pharaoh heard him, 


Theſe agonizing emotions of tenderneſs ſome- 


what ſubſided, I am, ſaid he, Joſeph—1s your 
father yet alive ? 


The 


= 5 


! 


ne conſternation and affright of his brethren 
it this unexpected diſcovery, words are inade- 
quate to deſeribe. Shame and confuſion chained 
their tongues, and they” fto9d before him in 
trembling ſilence. 


Joſeph ſaw and pitied their diſtreſs, and kindly 
en deavoured ta ditipate their fears and reconcile 
them to themſelves. Come near to me, ſaid he, 
J pray you. They then approaching nearer him: 
I am, ſaid he, Joſeph, your brother, whom you 
fold into Egypt. Now therefore be not grieved 
and angry with yourſelves that ye ſold me hither, 
for God did ſend me before you to preſetve life 
for theſe two years hath the famine been in the 
land, and there are yet five years in which ſhall be 
neither earing or harveſt—God hath ſent me before 
you to preſerve you a poſterity in the earth, and 
ſave your lives by a gteat deliverance. It was not 
you that ſent me hither, bur God: and he hath 
made me a father to Pharaoh, lord of all his houſe, 
and ruler throughout all rhe land of Egypt. 


Joſeph then gave them directions to haſten 
back to their father and informing him of his 


ſon's power and ſplendour, invite him to come 


with all his family and reſide in Egypt, where he 
would nouriſh them during the time of the fas 


mine, five years of which were ſtill to come. 
22 Having 


212 Jos EP RH. 


Having thus ſomewhat aſſured their doub ing 
feariul hearts, Joſeph then indulged his peculiar 
fondneſs for Benjamin; and falling upon his neck, 
flood of tears from the eyes of both ſpake the 
ender ꝶmpathy of their fouls, He then kiſſed 
and embraced his other brethren 3 whilſt tears of 
unfeigned repentance on their fide, and affection 
on his, ſealed the bond of love between them. 


a 


— 


In the mean time the king by ſome means was 
informed that the brethren of Joſeph were with 
him. That prince, whoſe gratitude to Joſeph for 
the happy expedient he had ſuggeſted for reliey- 
ing his ſubjects from the dreadful effects of fo 
long a dearth, roſe aimoſt to enthuſiaſm 5 and 
whoſe love for his people, which was the founda- 
tion of that ſervent gratitude, diſcovers him poſ- 
ſeſt of the beſt and nobleſt of human ſouls, heard 
the neus of this incident with the higheſt ſatiſ- 
faction, as it afforded him an opportunity of far- 
ther obliging his favourite: whom he immediatc- 
ly ſent for, and ſtrictly commanded to ſend his 
brethren back into Canaan with plenty of provi- 
ſions ant neceſſaries for their journey, and an in- 
vitation to their father to come and ſettle in 
Egpyt with his family. That they ſhould take 
with them carriages proper to bring with tliem 
their wives and little ones, but to give themſelves 
no trouble to bring any thing elſe with them, for 

ö they 
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they ſhould find every thing they wanted in Egypt; 
and the beſt and richeſt of its productions ſhould 
be theirs. 


With great alacrity Joſeph obeyed this obliging 
command. Bcufides carriages, he ſent ten aſſes la- 
den with the good things of Egypt, and ten ſhe 
aſſes bearing proviſions for their journey. To all 
his brethren he preſented changes of raiment, but 
to Benjamin he gave five hundred pieces of filver, 
and five changes of raiment. Then taking an af⸗ 
fectionate leave he ſtrictly charged them, “ ſee 


be that ye fall not out by the way.“ 


When they arrived in Canaan, fo impatient 
were the ſons of Jacob to communicate their joy- 
ful intelligence, that they gave themſelves no time 
to prepare the mind of their father to receive the 
wonderful diſcovery ; but told him very abruptly 
— joſeph is yet alive, and is governor over all the 


land of Egypt, 


Though Jacob could not believe this extraor- 
dinary and incredible account of his beloved fon; 
yet was he ſenfible upon hearing it to too great a 
variety of emotions to be ſupported by his enfee- 
bled frame—his heart ſunk as it were and died 
within him : but upon being ſhewn the preſents, 
and the carriages ſent for himſelf and family, his 

P 3 ſpirits 
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ſpirits revived; It is enough, he cried in a rap. 
ture, Joſeph my ſon is yet alice will go and 


ſee him before J die. 


All was now joyful preparation for their jour- 
pey ; they were ſoon ready, and Jacob left Canaan 
with ſixty-ſix of his oflspring; who with himſelf, 
Joſeph, and his two ſons, made ſeventy perſons 
upon their firſt ſettling in Egy pt, not including 
his ſons WIVCS, 


When they came to Beer-ſheba, which 1s one 
of the ſouthern confines of Canaan on the fide of 
Egypt, where Abraham and Iſaac had reſided 
ſome years; Jacob offered a ſolemn ſacrifice to 
the God of his fathers, of thankigiving for the 
life of his ſon, and to implore his future Almigh- 
ty protection, apprehenſive, perhaps, of ill treat- 
ment from a nation of {rangers and Idolaters. But 
the Lord, in the viſions of the night, graciouſly 
diſpelled his fears: I am, ſaid he, God—the God 
of thy fathers; fear not to go down to Egypt, 
for I will there make of thee a great nation. I 
will go down with thee, and will ſurely bring 
thee up again: and Joſeph ſhall put his hand 


upon thine eyes. 


Encouraged ia this divine affurance, Jacob 
chearfully purſued his journey ; and ſending Ju- 
dah 

1 
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dah before to Joſeph for his directions, ſteered 
his courſe as he deſired, into the land of Goſhen ; 
which is a part of Egypt fituated between the red 
ſea and the nile, bordering upon the Jand of Ca- 
naan, and one of the moſt fertile ſpots in all 
Eeypt. 


He was there met by his long loſt ſon how 
tender, how affecting was that meeting! He fell 
upon his neck, whilſt tears for a long time were 
their only language At laſt, in broken accents 
the patriarch cried, Now let me die, ſince I have 
ſeen thy face tliat I am aſſured thou art yet alive. 


Joſeph then told his fathet and brethren that he 
ſhould return to Pharaoh and acquaint him with 
their arrival: that he ſhould lixewiſe inform him 
they were ſhepherds; their employment always 
having been to feed and attend their flocks, and 
cattle, which they had brought with them from 
Canaan. To the intent that as the Egyptians held 
ſhepherds in great abomination, the king might 
the more readily conſent to give them the land of 
Goſhen, where they would be kept ſeparate and 
detached from the reſt of Egypt; and defired them, 
when they were introduced to the King, and he 
inquired of what profeſſion they were, they ſhould 
znake the fame anſwer. | 
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Which they accordingly did, and received the 
ready grant of Goſhen, or any other part of his 
dominions which they might better approve, from 
that generous prince, He defired Joſeph at the 
ſame time to appoint ſome of the moſt active of 
his brethren to be rulers of the royal herds. 


Joſeph afterwards introduced his father ; and 
the venerable patriarch with fervent picty bleſſed 
the monarch. Pharaoh converſing with him, in- 
quired his age: The days of the years of my pil- 
grimage, replyed Jacob, are an hundred and thirty 
years. Few and evil, added he, fighing at the 
painful retroſpection, have been the days of the 
years of my life: nor have I attained to the years 
of my fathers, in the days of their pilerimage, 
Again he bleſſed the monarch, and departed, Jo- 
ſeph with duteous care conducting and ſettling 
him and his family in the land of Goſhen ; where 
he furniſhed them with corn ſuflicient for their 
ſeveral houſeholds, 


Thus by a long train of ſecming accidents and 
caſual events, was brought to paſs what God had 
ſo many years before told Abraham, Know of a 
F ſurety thy ſced ſhall be a ſtranger in a land 
& which is not theirs,” And by a change ſoon 
afterwards introduced into the mode of governs» 
ment by Joſeph, PF which the kings of Egypt 

Were 
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were rendered intirely abſolute, a foundation was 
laid for the completion of the latter part of the 
prediction, “ and ſhall ſerve them, and they ſhall 
0 afllict them four hundred years,” 


But as we cannot ſuppoſe the prophecies of God 
are fulfilled by accident, and yet looking into the 
hiſtory of mankind, obſerve chance and accident 
bear ſo conſpicuous a part in human affairs; often 
rendering abortive the deep laid ſchemes of the 
artful, defeating the power of the mighty ; and 
by a ſeries of events as thoſe before us, which ap- 
pearing incoherent and unconnected, are yet after- 
wards found really to concur, to produce ſome 
important event; bearing all the marks inſtead 
of a blind unmeaning chance, as it is generally 
underſtood- of the moſt conſummate wiſdom; 
when the lives and fortunes of men, the ſucceſſes 
of war, the revolutions of government, and the 
fate of empires, have often been determined by 
the mereſt ſeeming accidents, we mult be convin- 
ced that what we call chance and accident, are 
powers reſerved by God to effect his own wiſe 
purpoſes chat they are the great though hidden 
ſprings of government, by which the machine is 
conducted, when it does not pleaſe the Almighty 
to diſplay his own immediate power. 


Whilſt 


being the ſervants of Pharaoh in conſequence of 
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Whilſt Jacob and his family lived in eaſe and 
affluence in the land of Goſhen, by the pious care 
of his ſon, Egypt and the ſurrounding nations 
were fainting becauſe of the famine, the ſeverity 
of which increaſed daily upon them. The Egyp— 
tians bought corn of Joſeph until all their money 
was exhauited, fo that all the riches of the nation 
was poured into the royal treaſury : their horſes 


and cattle of various kinds were next brought in 


exchange for corn. At laſt, in the ſeventh year of 
the famine, they were reduced to the fad neceſſity 
of offering their lands to Pharaoh, and their per- 
ſons to {lavery, for a mere {ubfiſtance. Joſeph took 
them at their word, and purchaſed their perſons, 
vith their land for the king's uſe : and tranſplant- 
ing them from their former places of abode, to 
far diſtant cities and provinces, the whole body of 
the people were reduced to the moit abject ſtate 
of ſlavery and dependance upon the monarch ; 
except the prieſts, who kept their money and 
poſſeſſions, there being a cuſtomary daily allow- 
ance from the King's table of proviſions for their 
families. 


Then making a new partition of the land, and 
fixing the people in the places he had aſſigned, 
he gave them corn for ſeed, and ordered them to 
return to their tillage. Reminding them of their 
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the {ale of themſelves, he inſiſted upon one con- 


dition, which was, that a fifth part of the pro- 
duc: ace of the land Mould belong to the crown, the 
other four remain to themſelves and families. An 
this he ciablithed as a law, which was obſerved 
in Lgypt for many cęnturics after: the people 
looking up to him as their deliverer from death, 
cacartuliy complying with it; thou haſt ſaved 
our lives, ſaid they, let us fit 4 grace in thy fight 


a we will be Pharaoh's ſervants. 


Jacob lived ſeventeen years in the land of Go- 
ſhen, his wealth and his offspring greatly increa- 
ſing : when finding himſeif decline very faſt, and 
ſenſible of his approaching diflolntion, he ſent for 
Tofeph ; and obliged him to rake a ſolemn oath 
that he would not bury him in Egypt, but carry 
his body into Canaan, and depoſit it in the an- 
cient burying-placc of his family. 


Having fully fatisfied his father in this parti- 
cular, Joſeph left him : but being ſoon after in- 
ſormed he was become exceeding ill, he took 
his two fons with him, and haſtened to ſee him : 
and Jacob being informed of his arrival, exerted 


himſelf to fit up in his bed, to give his dying 


benediction to this beſt beloved and moſt worthy 
of his children. 


g The 
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The patriarch after recapitulating to his ſon 
the glorious promiſes of his God, both as to the 
multitude of his poſterity and the richneſs of their 
inheritance ; told him that he would give to him 
one portion of theſe bleſſings more then his bre- 
thren, by adopting his two ſons; that as his own 
children they becoming heads of two diſtinct 
tribes, Joſeph in them would receive a double 
lot in the partition of the inheritance of the chil- 
dren of Jacob. Bat if he had any more children, 
their name and inheritance ſhould be included in 


that of their brethren, 


He then, as Joſeph was too young when hig 
mother dicd to remember any circumſtance con- 
cerning her, gave him a ſhort account of her 
death, and the place of her interment, probably 
that it might be honoured accordingly, when his 


offspring took poſſeſñon of Canaan, 


Jacob's eyes being dim with age and ſickneſs, 
he had not obſerved that Joſeph's ſons were with 
him ; but in a pauſe of the converſation having 
ſome imperfect view of them, he inquired who 
they were; and being informed, he defired they 
might be brought near to him, that he might 
bleſs them. 


Joſeph 
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Joſeph then brought them near to his father, 
who kiſſed and embraced them in joyful rapture: 
I had not thought, ſaid he to Joſeph, that I 
ſhould ſee thy face, and lo! God hath ſhewn me 
thy offspring alſo. Joſeph bowing himſelf humbly 
to the earth, placed his children before Jacob, 
according to the order of their birth; Manaſſeh, 
the eldeſt towards Jacob's right hand, and Ephra- 
im, the youngeſt, towards his left. But Jacob, 
ſtretching his hands acroſs, laid his right hand on 


the head of Ephraim, and his left upon that of, 


Manaſſch, and including the bleſſing of Joſeph in 
that of his children; God, ſaid the dying patri- 
arch, before whom my fathers Abraham and Iſaac 
did walk, the God who fed me all my Ife long 
to this day, the angel which redeemed me from 
all evil, bleſs the lads; and let my name be na- 
med upon them, and the name of thy fathers, 
Abraham and Iſaac; and let them grow into a 
great multitude in the midſt of the carth. 


Joſeph obſerving the poſition of his father's 
hands and aſcribing it to miſtake, attempted to 
lift his right hand from the head of Ephraim, to 
place it on that of Manaſſeh, ſaying, not ſo my 
father; this is my firſt-born, put thy right hand 
upon his head. I know it, my ſon, he replyed, 
I know it; he alſo ſhall become a people, and 


he alſo ſhall be great; but truly his younger bro- 
| ther 


— - _ 


p+4 Jose. 


thet ſhall be greater than him, and ſhall be ome 

a multitude of nations; In thce {hall If 
ſaying, God make thee as Ephraim and as Ma- 
naileh. 


rae! bleſs; 


Then turning to Joſeph, behold, ſaid he, I die, 
but God ſhall be with you, and bring vou 2ga:: 
unto the land of your fathers. Moreover, I have 
given to thee a double portion; which, added he 
prophetically, I took from the Amorite with my 


ſword and with my bow. 


Then 85 death approaching fr t,! he deſire d 
all his chilien might atſemble round his bed; 
and addreſſing himſelf to them, gather, faid the 
dying prophet, yourſelves together, that I may 
tell you what ſhall befall you in the laſt days, 
Gather yourſelves together, and hear ye ſons of 
Jacob, and hearken unto Iſrael your father, 


Reuben, thou art my firſt ! born; the beginning 
of my ſtrength, the excellency of dignity, and the 
excellency of power. Unſtable as water, thou ſhalt 
not excel, becauſe thou wenteſt up to thy father's 
bed; then defiledſt thou it—he went up to my 
couch, 


Simeon and Levi are brethren. Inftruments of 
.crueity are in their habitations. O, my foul, come 
not 
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not thou into their ſecret; unto their aſſembly, 


mine honour, be not thou united; for in their 


anger they flew a man, and their ſwords are inſtru- 
ments of violence. Curſed be their anger, for it 
was fierce, and their wrath for it was cruel—1 
will divide them in Jacob, and ſcatter them in 
Ifracl. | 


Judah, hou art he whom thy brethren ſhall 
praiſe : thy hand ſhall be in the neck of thy ene- 
mies ; thy father's children ſhall bow down before 
thee. Judah is a lion's whelp; from the prey, 
my fon, thou art gone up: He ſtooped down, he 
couched as a lion Has an old lion; who ſhall rouſe 
him up? The ſcepter ſhall not depart from Ju- 
dah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until 
Shiloh come ; aad unto him ſhall the gathering of 
the people be. Binding his foal unto the vine, 
and his aſs's colt unto the choice vine, he waſhed 
his garments in wine, and his clothes in the blood 
of the grapes. His eyes ſhall be red with wine, 
and his teeth white with milk. 


Zebulun ſhall dwell at the haven of the ſea ; 
and he ſhall be a haven for ſhips : and his border 
ſhall be unto Zidon. 


Iſſachar is a ſtrong aſs, couching down between 
two burthens : and he ſa that reſt was good, and 
| the 
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the land that it was pleaſant; and bowed his 
ſhoulder to bear, and became a ſervant unto tribute; 


Dan ſhall judge his people as one of the tribes 
of Iſrael. Dan ſhall be a ſerpent by the way, an 
adder in the path, that biteth the horſe heels, {6 
that his rider ſhall fall backward, I have waited 
for thy ſalvation, O Lord. 


Gad, a troop ſhall overcome him; but he ſhall 
overcome at the laſt; 


Out of Aſher his bread ſhall be fat; and he 
ſhall yield royal dainties. 


Naphtali is a hind let looſe, he giveth goods 
ly words. 


\ Joſeph is a fruitful bough, even a fruitful 
bough by a well, whoſe branches run over the 
wall. The archers have ſorely grieved him, and 
ſhot at him, and hated him : but his bow abode 
in ſtrength ; and the arms of his hands were made 


ſtrong, by the hands of the mighty God of Jacob, 


the ſhepherd; the ſtone of Iſrael! ; even by the 
God of thy father who ſhall help thee, and by the 
Almighty, who ſhall bleſs thee, with bleſſings of 
heaven above, bleſſings of the deep that Heth un- 
der, bleſüngs of the breaſts, and of the womb, 
The 
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The bleſſings of thy father have prevailed above 
the bleſſings of my progenitors, unto the utmoſt 
bound of the everlaſting hills: they ſhall be on 
the head of Joſeph, and on the crown of the head 
of him that was ſeparate from his brethren. 


Benjamin ſhall ravin as a wolf; in the morning he 
ſhall devour the prey, and at night divide the ſpoil. 


The good patriarch having thus given his pro- 
phetical benediction to his children, ſtrictly en- 
Joined them all to bury him in the cave of Mach- 
pelah, the repoſitory of the remains of his anceſ- 


tors; there, ſaid he, they buried Abraham and 


Sarah his wife; there they buried Iſaac and Re- 
bekah his wife; and there I buried Leah, 


Then, utterly exhauſted by ſuch an exertion of 
ſpirit, he ſunk fainting upon his bed— © yielded 
* up the ghoft, and was gathered unto his people.“ 


Joſeph bemoaned his father with the moſt paſ- 
fionate tenderneſs : then mindful of his dying re- 


queſt he ſent for his phyſicians, and commanded 


them to embalm the body. 


Forty days the body lies in nitre, to dry up all 
its ſuperfluous and noxious moiſture : and thirty 
more is embalming in the ſpices ; which ſeventy 


2. days 
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days were ſpent by the ſons of Jacob in the deepeft 
mourning : during which time, it being improper 
ſor Joſeph to appear at court, he defired ſome of 
the officers who were abour the King, to acquaint. 
him with the oath which Jacob had obliged his 
ſons to take, to inter him in the ſcpulchre of his 
fathers in Canaan, and to intreat the king's per- 
miſhon for that purpoſe ; promiſing to return im- 
mediately back into Egypt. 


Pharaoh readily conſented to this requeſt : and 
to do Joſeph the greater honour, all the principal 
officers of the court, and all the nobility of the 
kingdom accompanied him; who being joined to 
the whole family of Jacob, the little children only 
being left behind, formed with chariots and horſe- 


men a very numerous and magnificent proceſſion. 


Having croſſed the Jordan, and entered the 
land of Canaan, they made a halt at the threſhing- 
floor of Atad ; and there performed for ſeven days 
a funeral ceremony expreſſive of their great grief: 
which the Canaanites obſerving, called the place, 
from ſo remarkable a circumſtance, Abel-mizraim, 
or the mourning of the Egyptians. 


This ſolemnity ended, they continued their 
march to Mamre, and having depoſited the body 


in the cave of Machpelah, they returned to Egypt. 
The 
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The ſons of Jacob, though their lives were re- 
formed and their principles amended, were, ex- 
cepting Judah, not men of enlarged and generous 
ouls, and conſequently formed very inadequate 
leas of the ſentiments and ſprings of action of 
zuch a character as Joſeph's. Conſcious of their 
wicked intentions towards him, and how bitter 
and grievous the conſequences of their inhuma- 
nity for a time had been, their hearts whiſpered, 
that in his place thoſe injuries and thoſe ſufferings 
would never have been forgotten ; and they could 
not help ſuppoſing his memory equally tenacious. 


The kindneſs he had ſhewed them, and the be- 
nefits he had conferred, they placed to the account 
of filial duty and affection he would not wound 
his father's peace by appearing to retain any re- 
ſentment. But the barrier between them and his 
revenge now removed, themſelves entirely in his 
power, what could prevent his taking ample ven- 
geance on them ?—he will hate us, ſaid they to 
each other—he will certainly requite all the evil 
we did unto him. | 


They could plead no merit of their own to de- 
precate his anger, but they well knew his pious 
veneration for the memory of his father, and his 
implicit obedience to all his commands ; and ia 
that revereꝶd name ſent this meſſage to Joſeph. 
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Thy father did command before he died, ſaying, 
ce thus ſhall ye ſay unto Joſeph, forgive, I pray 
& thee, now, the treſpaſs of thy brethren, and 
« their fin; for they did unto thee evil: ” and 
now, we pray thee, forgive the treſpaſs of the 
ſervants of the God of thy father, N 


This meſſage, which implied a doubt of his fin- 


cerity, and a ſuſpicion of a mean lurking reſent- 


ment, of which his ſoul was incapable, affected 
Joſeph, and he could not refrain from tears, 


The brethren, all in perſon, immediately fol- 
lowed their meſſenger, and falling down at his 
feet, in the deepeſt humiliationg behold, ſaid 
they, we be thy ſervants, 


Joſeph raiſed them up, ſpake tenderly to them; 
fear not, ſaid he, for am I in the place of God, to 
whom alone it belongs to puniſh the crimes of the 
heart? Though ye intended miſchief againſt me, 
God meant it unto good, that I might, as ye ſee at 
this day, be the happy inſtrument of ſaving much 
people alive. I cannot puniſh an action whoſe event 
has been ſo glorious for me; now therefore fear 
ye not, I will nouriſh you and your little ones, 


To which he added many conſoling expreſſions, 
and made them as eaſy and happy as men could 
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be whoſe conſciences were wounded by ſo deep a 
remorſe, to which an uninterrupted ſeries of kind- 
neſs and benefits from the injured object muſt 
give a double pungency. 5 


Joſeph had the ſatisfaction of ſeeing His great 
grandchildren by both his ſons; and, at the age 
of one hundred and ten, finding the time of his 
diſſolution approaching, he ſummoned all the de- 
ſcendants of Jacob, with his own family around 
his bed: I die, ſaid he to them, and God will 
ſurely vifit you, and bring you out of this land, 
unto the land which he ſware to Abraham, to 
Iſaac, and to Jacob. He then exacted from them 
a folemn oath, that when that time ſhould come, 
they would carry with them out of Egypt his re- 
mains, and inter them in the grave of his fathers. 


| Joſeph died ſoon after, and his body was em- 
balmed, and preſerved in a coffin with great care 


by his deſecndants, in expectation of the great 
Event, 
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2, line 16, for fughef read hugeft. 


after fixtn inert day. 

for her read Eve, 

for meditation read mediation, 
for yet read and. 

for loo/* read loſe. © 

for elements read element. 

for meets read meet. 

for paſſes read pays. 

for individuale, read indivitual's, 
after wilderneſs omit and, 

for track read tract. 

inſtead of Attle read Hort. 

for dependent read independent. 
for @ read the, 

for reverend- read revered, 

for kumiliations, read humiliation- 
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